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“The genocide in Gaza
must end; civilians are
being indiscriminately

killed, including at food
points, hospitals, and
refugee shelters. This

humanitarian situation
needs urgent

international attention”

Foreign Office spokesperson

Mumtaz Zahra

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and Revenue Sen-
ator Muhammad Aurangzeb on Thursday highlighted
the importance of consistency in policies to achieve
sustainable progress and learn from Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA)’s Vision 2030 model for robust
implementation strategies.
He expressed these views in a virtual address to the
participants of 1st Workshop on “Implementation
Management,” organized by KSA and facilitated by
the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) as
part of ongoing efforts to strengthen Pakistan-Saudi
economic collaboration, a news release said.
The workshop titled “Saudi-Pak Economic Collabo-
ration Taskforce – Pakistan Transformation was the
first in a series of three, with subsequent sessions
focusing on Digital Transformation and Social Trans-
formation respectively. It was attended among others
by senior government officials, including Rana
Ehsan, Prime Minister’s Coordinator; Salman Ahmed,
Ambassador at Large; Khurram Shehzad, Advisor to
the Finance Minister; all Federal Secretaries; senior
government officers from the federal government;
and representatives from provincial governments.
Addressing the participants, the finance minister
highlighted the importance of learning from KSA’s
Vision 2030 model what he called ‘exemplary model’
of robust implementation strategies.
Highlighting the focus on ”People, Process, and Tech-
nology”, he emphasized the need to adopt practices
that ensure successful transformation outcomes
while considering Pakistan’s unique socio-economic
context. The minister underscored the necessity of
policy continuity as a cornerstone for sustainable
progress, drawing attention to the concept of “irre-
versibility” in reforms—a key element in Saudi Ara-
bia’s success story. “Pakistan has often faltered in
ensuring policy continuity. The lesson we must take
from Saudi Arabia is the importance of irreversibility
in transformation initiatives,” he remarked.
Aurangzeb also acknowledged the potential for chal-
lenges, noting that not every aspect of Saudi Arabia’s
transformation model could be replicated in Pakistan.
However, he affirmed that setbacks were inevitable
in the pursuit of meaningful progress, emphasizing
that learning through failures was an integral part of
success. “To ensure success, reforms must not only
be implemented but also institutionalized, making
them difficult to reverse,” he added.
The workshop featured a comprehensive presenta-
tion by Yahya Bin Laden, who elaborated on Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030’s approach to developing strate-
gic objectives and converting them into measurable
outcomes through meticulous implementation pro-
cesses. Key principles of their approach include
translating strategic objectives into measurable out-
comes; establishing clear accountability mecha-
nisms; and focusing on sustainability and irreversibil-
ity to ensure lasting impact.

Finance minister
emphasizes policy

continuity, learning
from KSA’s

transformation modelRAWALPINDI: The Security
Forces on Thursday killed
eight Khwarij militants
including a ring leader Khan
Muhammad @Khoryay with
fixed head money of Rs1
million in two separate intel-
ligence based operations
(IBOs) in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province.
“An intelligence based operation was conducted in
general area Sararogha, South Waziristan District on
reported presence of Khwarij. During the conduct of
operation, own troops effectively engaged the
khwarij location as a result of which two Khwarij,
including Kharji ring leader Khan Muhammad @Kho-
ryay, were killed, while two khwarij were appre-
hended,” said an Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release.
The killed kharji Khan Muhammad @Khoryay was
involved in numerous terrorist activities in the area
including target killing & extortion. He was highly
wanted by the Law Enforcement Agencies and Gov-
ernment had fixed head money of Rs 1 million on
him, it further said.
Another intelligence based operation was conducted
in Lakki Marwat District and after an intense fire
exchange, six Khwarij were successfully neutralised
by the security forces.
“Sanitization operations are being conducted to elim-
inate any other Kharji found in the area, as security
forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe-out the
menace of terrorism from the country,” the news
release said. PR

Ambassador of
Uzbekistan calls on

Khawaja Asif
I S L A M A B A D :
Ambassador of
the Republic of
Uzbekistan Mr
A l i s h e r
Tukhtaev called
on Minister for
Defence and
Defence Produc-
tion, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif
here Thursday.
Ambassador of

Uzbekistan calls on Khawaja Muhammad AsifDe-
fence Minister highlighted that Pakistan attaches
great importance to its relations with Uzbekistan
which are based on historical, cultural and religious
commonalities.
Pakistan intends to collaborate with Uzbekistan in
the mutually beneficial fields including defence coop-
eration, said a press release.
The visiting Ambassador conveyed and reaffirmed
the commitment of people and government of Uzbek-
istan to work closely with Pakistan to further
strengthen the bilateral relations.

8 khwarij militants
including ring

leader killed in two
IBOs in KPK

I S L A M A B A D :
Global Human
Rights Policy
Lead for Meta
Miranda Sissions
called on Minister
of State for IT and
Telecommunica-

tion Shaza Fatima Khawaja in her office on Thursday.
Matters of mutual interest and related to digital safety
were discussed in the meeting said a news release.
Meta Public Policy Head in Pakistan Dania Mukhtar
was also present in the meeting.Minister of State for IT
Shaza Fatima said in today’s digital world, online threats
are rapidly increasing, putting Internet users especially
children and young people at greater risk.
Children are particularly vulnerable to online dangers,
she added. Shaza Fatima said online safety is a big chal-
lenge, adding “joint efforts are needed to cope with
online threats. We must unite our efforts to combat
online threats” she said. Minister of State for IT said the
present government is committed to enhancing the
cybersecurity and improving the overall digital ecosys-
tem across the country.

Online safety
big challenge: Shaza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding transforma-
tion/digitisation of FBR.

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Palestine to
Pakistan, Dr. Zuhair Mohammad Hamadallah
Zaid Thursday called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime
Minister House and discussed matters relat-
ing to mutual interests.
While welcoming the ambassador, the prime
minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering
support for the just struggle of the Pales-
tinian people for their right to self-determi-
nation, freedom and justice.
He reiterated Pakistan’s strongest condem-
nation of Israel’s genocidal actions against
innocent Palestinians, particularly the wors-
ening situation since October 7, 2023 that
has resulted in the loss of over 43,000 lives
and injured more than 105,000 others.
The prime minister expressed his deep dis-
appointment at the absence of global
accountability of Israel and reiterated the
call for an immediate and unconditional
ceasefire in Gaza and unhindered flow of
humanitarian assistance to the suffering
Palestinian people in the occupied territo-
ries.
The prime minister assured Ambassador
Zaid that the entire Pakistani nation stood
united in its solidarity with the brave Pales-
tinian people and would continue to support
them in every possible way.
The prime minister also stressed upon the
need for a just and lasting resolution of the

Palestine issue, based on the two-state solu-
tion, with the creation of an independent
state of Palestine with pre-1967 borders and
Al Quds as its capital, in accordance with the
UN’s relevant resolutions.
Ambassador Dr. Zuhair Mohammad
Hamadallah Zaid deeply appreciated Pak-
istan’s steadfast support to the Palestinian
people during their present ordeal, as well as
Pakistan’s principled position on the Pales-

tinian Question.
He thanked the prime minister for his lead-
ership and support for Palestine, as well as
for providing much-needed humanitarian
assistance and offering scholarships to
Palestinian medical students to complete
their studies in Pakistan.
The prime minister wished the ambassador
a productive tenure in Pakistan and assured
him of his full support at all times.

PM reaffirms Pakistan’s support for
just struggle of Palestinian people

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs Ahad Cheema on Thursday dis-
cussed key strategies to boost economic Coop-
eration between Pakistan and Czech Republic.
The Federal Minister for Economic Affairs
Ahad Cheema has expressed enthusiasm for
the forthcoming inaugural session of the Pak-
Czech Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) dur-
ing meeting with Ladislav Steinhubel, Ambas-
sador of Czech Republic to Pakistan,said a
press release issued here.
Both sides agreed to form sector-wise Joint
Working Groups (JWGs) before JMC in order to
make it more productive. Ahad Cheema empha-
sized the importance of the JMC (scheduled to
be held on 28-29 April, 2025 in Islamabad) in
fostering deeper trade and the investment ties,
particularly in sectors with untapped potential,
and underscored Pakistan’s commitment to
ensuring that the session results in actionable,
impactful outcomes.
The Minister noted that the trade volume
between both countries in the current fiscal
year was USD 84 Million, and emphasized the

need to enhance it through closer economic
cooperation.
He added that renewable energy, information
technology, healthcare, nanotechnology, agro-
technology, mining, and green technologies are
the key areas of cooperation which can be help-
ful in boosting trade.
The Minister also highlighted the potential for
both nations to explore Electric Vehicle (EV)
manufacturing in Pakistan. He hoped that the
EV industry of Czech Republic will cooperate
with Pakistan in order to establish EV manufac-
turing plants in Pakistan. INP

Pakistan, Czech discuss key strategies to
boost economic Cooperation

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Television Corporation
(PTV) in collaboration with the Turkish
Embassy in Islamabad celebrated “World Turk-
ish Coffee Day”, showcasing the rich heritage
of Turkish culture and its famous coffee tradi-
tion. The event served as a platform to highlight
the strong bonds between Pakistan and
Turkiye, further cementing their historical, cul-
tural, and economic ties, said a press release
issued here on Thursday.
The celebration was attended by distinguished
guests, including Federal Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting,National Heritage and Cul-
ture Attaullah Tarar, Turkish Ambassador to
Pakistan, Irfan Neziroglu, Federal Secretary

Information and MD PTV Ambreen Jan,, Exec-
utive Director Special Initiatives, Danyal
Saleem Gilani, Director News, Haroon Elahi
and In-charge PTV World, and Namood Mus-
lim and Director Current Affairs Chaudhry
Muhammad Saleem and several employees of
the News Centre.
Welcoming the guests, Attaullah Tarar high-
lighted the deep-rooted and close friendship
between Pakistan and Turkiye. “Pakistan and
Turkiye share bond of brotherhood that has
grown stronger over the years. Turkish coffee
is a true reflection of Turkish hospitality,
embodying warmth and tradition. I believe that
collaborations in culture and the arts will
deepen the people-to-people ties between our
two great nations,” he said.
The Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan,Irfan
Neziroglu shared insights into the historical sig-
nificance of Turkish coffee which dates back to
the 16th century. “Turkish coffee is not just a
beverage, it’s a cherished tradition passed
down for centuries.

Continued on Page 4

PTV celebrates World Turkish Coffee Day
in collaboration with Turkish Embassy

RAWALPINDI: General Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of Army Staff (COAS),
presided over two days 84th Formation
Commanders Conference at General
Headquarters (GHQ), attended by Corps
Commanders, Principal Staff Officers, and
all Formation Commanders of Pakistan
Army.
According to the statement issued by ISPR,
the forum began by offering Fateha and
paying solemn tribute to the martyrs of the
Armed Forces, Law Enforcement Agen-
cies, and citizens of Pakistan who sacri-
ficed their lives for the nation’s security
and sovereignty, including those Law
Enforcement Agencies personnel who
embraced martyrdom during recent vio-
lent protests in Islamabad.
The forum condemned ongoing human
rights violations in Indian Illegally Occu-

pied Jammu and Kashmir and reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering political, diplo-
matic, and moral support for the Kashmiri
people. It also expressed solidarity with
the Palestinian people, strongly condemn-
ing the atrocities in Gaza and supporting
international legal measures to end mili-
tary aggression.
Participants were briefed on the prevailing
security environment, both external and
internal, and reviewed the Army’s opera-
tional readiness to address evolving tradi-
tional and non-traditional threats.
The forum conducted a comprehensive
analysis of ongoing counterterrorism oper-
ations and resolved to continue neutraliz-
ing terrorists, their facilitators, and abet-
tors working at the behest of hostile forces
to destabilize Pakistan, with heightened
focus on operations against terrorists oper-

ating inside Balochistan including BLA
Majeed Brigade.
Forum noted with concern the malicious
propaganda done in the aftermath of the
lawful deployment of the Army in the cap-
ital to secure key government buildings
and provide safe and secure environment
for the valued visiting delegations. This
pre-planned coordinated and premeditated
propaganda reflects continuity of a sinister
design by certain political elements as an

attempt to drive a wedge between the pub-
lic and Armed Forces and institutions of
Pakistan. This futile attempt, fueled and
abetted by external players, will never be
successful, InshAllah.
Forum emphasized that it is imperative
that Government should promulgate and
implement stringent laws and regulations
to check unfettered and unethical use of
freedom of expression to spew venom, lies
and sow the seeds of polarization. Those

spreading fake news for vested politi-
cal/financial interests need to be identified
and brought to justice. Forum resolved
that Army remains committed to serving
the nation and public and guard against all
external and internal threats without any
bias and political affiliation, and any
attempt to pitch innocent people against
each other and use of violence as an instru-
ment for vested gains can never be toler-
ated.
Unabated use of Afghan soil against Pak-
istan by terrorists especially belonging to
Fitna Al Khwarij was also noted with con-
cern. Forum urged that it is in the interest
of both neighboring Islamic countries to
rather focus on mutually beneficial engage-
ments and IAG needs to take visible mea-
sures to prevent use of its soil by the ter-
rorists.

Forum reiterated resolve to continue sup-
porting all socioeconomic and develop-
ment efforts being undertaken in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhawa and Balochistan by Federal
and Provincial Governments for well-being
of the resilient people of these Provinces
who continue to stand tall against scourge
of terrorism.
Highlighting Army’s commitment to
socioeconomic progress, the forum
resolved to continue to support govern-
ment efforts in fostering economic growth,
cracking down on illegal spectrum and
eradicating terror-crime nexus.
Concluding the conference, the COAS
emphasized the importance of profession-
alism, operational readiness, and the
Army’s unwavering dedication to ensuring
Pakistan’s security and stability, notwith-
standing any odds and challenges. PR

Those spreading fake news for vested political/financial interests need to be identified
& brought to justice: Formation Commanders Conference

FCC chaired by COAS General Syed Asim Munir reaffirms Pak’s unwavering political, diplomatic & moral support for Kashmiri people
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What are the prospects for
peace in Ukraine in 2025?

DR. DIANA GALEEVA

This year has seen the continuation of the Ukraine war. Russia now holds a confirmed
battlefield advantage near Velyka Novosilka and Vuhledar. The front line in Donetsk
Oblast is becoming more fluid, as advances have been made that were larger and

quicker in comparison to 2023. Another distinctive aspect of 2024 was the August Kursk
offensive, in which the armed forces of Ukraine launched an incursion onto Russian soil. By
October, Russian forces had retaken almost half of the territory occupied by Ukraine. This
piece offers a reflection on 2024’s key events, new diplomatic trends and dynamics and what
to expect in the coming year. Most importantly, is peace plausible in 2025?
At the international level, there is understanding of the importance of establishing peace as
soon as possible. For example, in November, the G20 leaders, in their final declaration at their
Rio de Janeiro summit, sought to explore “all relevant and constructive initiatives that sup-
port a comprehensive, just and durable peace,” while condemning the “threat or use of force
to seek territorial acquisition.” Despite this, 2024 has been strongly marked by the continuation
of military, financial and political support to both parties by their respective allies and part-
ners. Ukraine has been financially and militarily supported by Europe and the US. According
to the Germany-based Kiel Institute, Europe spent $125 billion and the US $90 billion on sup-
porting Ukraine between the start of the war in 2022 and the beginning of November 2024. The
UK has emerged as one of the leading aid donors over the past two years and has said it will
provide £3 billion ($3.8 billion) of military support every year for “as long as it takes.” Mean-
while, Russia has been supported politically and militarily by its own allies. But one of the dis-
tinctive features of the year has been the role of new players, especially North Korea. During
a meeting of G7 foreign ministers last week, the group denounced Russia’s “irresponsible and
threatening nuclear rhetoric” and considered North Korea’s support of Moscow to be a danger-
ous development. Earlier, North Korea and Russia had ratified their Treaty on Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. South Korea has also accused the North of providing air defense mis-
siles, in addition to sending 10,000 troops to the Kursk region. Other countries, such as the
UAE, have maintained their neutral political stance and have mediated deals, such as the
September exchange of 103 prisoners of war from each side. Another development has been
the clear visibility of a weapons race between the two sides, culminating in Russia’s deploy-
ment of the Oreshnik hypersonic intermediate-range missile in an assault on Dnipro. Moscow
explained that it was in response to Kyiv’s usage of US and UK-made or supplied missiles to tar-
get Russian territory. Moscow has not resorted to its nuclear capabilities, but it has developed
“frightening” weapons. As both sides seek advantages in terms of speed, distance and impact,
the escalation of heavy and advanced weaponry is likely to continue.
Given all of these factors, is there any hope for the future and a peace deal in 2025?
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has attempted to offer a “peace formula” — a mar-
ketable brand name for a list of demands that involve Russia’s withdrawal from Ukraine’s
entire territory. It was outlined during the Switzerland summit in June. However, these
efforts have not been successful, as most of the major Global South countries did not sign
the communique, citing the absence of Russia or Israel’s presence in the discussions as prob-
lematic. Earlier suggestions also failed to gain traction, such as the one made by Turkiye in
May, when President Recep Tayyip Erdogan offered to host peace talks, or when Chinese
Premier Wang Yi wished to be a “force for peace” to end the two-year-old Ukraine war.
Following this failure, Zelensky in October again presented his “victory plan” to end the war.
It includes requests for specific weapons and an “unconditional” invitation to join NATO imme-
diately. He kicked off a tour to Europe to strengthen armed and financial support for his coun-
try by meeting with British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and new NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte. At a G7 meeting in November, leaders restated their support for Ukraine “for as
long as it takes,” as Zelensky hoped to end the Ukraine war in 2025 through “diplomatic
means.” The Kremlin responded that Zelensky’s plan might lead to direct conflict between
NATO and Russia. Many observers are anxiously waiting on Donald Trump’s official return to
the Oval Office in January, as he has promised to end the war “within 24 hours.” So far, though,
no details or clear plan have been offered. It was reported last month that Russian President
Vladimir Putin was open to discussing a ceasefire deal with Trump, but he ruled out making
any key territorial concessions and insisted that Ukraine abandon its ambitions to join NATO.
All these seemingly irreconcilable demands and concerns have ensured there has been no res-
olution to the conflict in 2024; and it has even escalated in terms of weaponry and the involve-
ment of new players. The rhetoric on both sides remains inflammatory, with “victory” appear-
ing to be the key term, rather than “peace.” Even if Trump significantly weakens US support for
Ukraine, European leaders are highly likely to maintain their strong stance. Meanwhile, Rus-
sia is likely to continue developing strategic relationships with its current allies (and poten-
tially even more players), especially as far as maintaining a military deterrence goes. It is hard
to see a swift or simple conclusion, at least until a change of leadership among any of the main
participants provokes a change of vision. Next year may be a year of peace-building — and
there will be much effort and hope expended in achieving this — but it seems likely that the cri-
sis will at first continue to tighten until some kind of breaking point is reached.

Dr. Diana Galeeva is an academic visitor to Oxford University. X: @Dr_GaleevaDiana

T
he tax on Advance-to-
Deposit Ratio (ADR)
was introduced
through the Finance
Acts of 2021 and 2022
approved by Pakistan’s

National Assembly and these provi-
sions are being enforced by the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue (FBR) for the
tax year 2025, ostensibly aimed at
increasing bank’s lending to the pri-
vate sector.
By imposing an additional tax of up
to 16 per cent on income from gov-
ernment securities for banks with
ADR below 50 per cent, the policy
effectively penalises banks for failing
to meet this threshold. In essence, it
is not a tax on income but a penalty
on the balance sheet structure of
banks as of December 31, 2024.
Unsurprisingly, banks are taking
short-term measures to modify their
balance sheets to avoid this hugely
punitive tax.
While banks have made large profits
during the last two years, they are
also the largest tax-paying sector in
the country. Therefore, this tax is
being imposed on an industry
already paying the highest tax in the
country, with an aggregate tax rate
on banks, including the super tax,
around 50 per cent. The ADR tax
pushes this rate to an exorbitant 66
per cent. Such excessive taxation
does not merely affect the profitabil-
ity of banks; it distorts the broader
financial system.
At the root of the problem lies the
government’s unsustainable fiscal
policies and management which
result in enormous about of bank
borrowing. Fiscal deficits in Pakistan
have consistently exceeded 6.0 per
cent of GDP, and in recent years,
surged beyond 8.0 per cent. With lim-
ited access to external financing due
to the country’s high-risk profile,
approximately 85 per cent of the fed-
eral government’s borrowing needs

are now financed by the banking sec-
tor, facilitated by the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP). This over-reliance
government on bank financing has
crowded out private sector credit –
the very lending the ADR tax pur-
ports to promote.
In response, banks are engaging in
short-term strategies to meet the
ADR threshold by year-end. These
include issuing large loans at below-
market rates to both public and pri-
vate entities, with the borrowed
funds often reinvested into govern-
ment securities. This cycle generates
a risk-free spread for borrowers
while helping the banks improve
their ADRs. October 2024 witnessed
an unprecedented Rs1.1 trillion
surge in bank lending, a figure driven
not by genuine economic activity or
private sector expansion, but by
efforts to sidestep punitive taxation.
Compounding the strain is the
requirement for banks to provide
minimum deposit rates at 1.5 per
cent below the policy rate savings
deposits. At the current policy rate
of 15 per cent, the minimum return
that banks are required to pay to the
deposit holders is 13.5 per cent –
almost the same as the KIBOR rate
around which banks do the lending,
effectively matching the deposit rate.
In this situation, banks are not recov-
ering their operational costs and
clearly incurring losses in their con-
ventional banking deposits other
than current accounts. To mitigate
losses and manage ADRs, banks
have resorted to discouraging large
deposits through penalties and
imposing limits on daily balances.
Between September 30 and October
25, 2024, total deposits fell sharply
from Rs31.14 trillion to Rs30.4 tril-
lion. This trend, which is likely to
escalate in a declining interest rates
environment for depositors, jeopar-
dises a country already struggling
with one of the world’s lowest sav-
ings rates, further curtailing funds
available for investment and eco-
nomic growth.

The ADR tax also raises serious con-
stitutional and legal questions. Banks
argue that regulating ADRs falls
exclusively under the purview of the
SBP, as mandated by the Banking
Companies Ordinance, 1962, and the
SBP Act. Parliament’s legislation
imposing penalties based on the
banks’ balance sheet structures,
enforced through the FBR, effec-
tively usurps the SBP’s regulatory
authority. This overreach violates
Article 142 of the constitution and
the fundamental rights enshrined in
Articles 18 and 25. Courts have
already granted injunctions to a few
banks against this tax, and it is
highly likely that these provisions
will ultimately be deemed unconsti-
tutional, rendering the entire exer-
cise futile – rather counterproduc-
tive for both the banking industry
and the economy.
The policy also undermines its stated
objectives. By taxing balance sheet
ratios instead of income, the ADR
tax penalises banks’ investment and
lending strategies irrespective of
their profitability. Even banks incur-
ring net losses will be subjected to
this tax on income from government
securities. The resulting financial
strain exacerbates challenges for an
already heavily taxed sector, discour-
aging deposit mobilization and dis-
torting credit markets.
Systemic issues further complicate
private-sector lending in Pakistan.
Over half of the economy remains
undocumented, depriving banks of
reliable data to assess creditworthi-
ness. Additionally, the government’s
excessive borrowing from the bank-
ing sector leaves limited resources
for private enterprises. This contra-
diction between fiscal strategies and
policy goals negates the rationale
behind the ADR tax. The very poli-
cies that necessitate heavy govern-
ment borrowing are the ones crowd-
ing out private-sector credit.
The ADR tax epitomises the mis-
alignment in Pakistan’s economic
policies. While ostensibly aimed at

boosting private sector credit, it dis-
courages deposit mobilisation, pro-
motes unsustainable lending prac-
tices, and destabilises the financial
sector – all without achieving mean-
ingful tax revenue gains. With courts
likely to nullify its provisions, the tax
is poised to fail in delivering any sig-
nificant fiscal or economic impact.
The most effective way to channel
credit to the private sector is through
systemic reforms entailing a reduc-
tion in the size of governments and
their unusually large expenditure,
not arbitrary taxation. Addressing
fiscal mismanagement is paramount,
including reducing the fiscal deficit
and curbing government reliance on
banking sector borrowing. In fact,
for promoting demand for private
sector growth and documentation of
the economy, it is imperative that tax
rates, which are currently one of the
highest in the world, are reduced
substantially. Also, the policy of
increasing loans to the private sector
should be monitored through the
banking regulator rather than
through the tax authorities.
The ADR tax, though well-inten-
tioned, has proven counterproduc-
tive. Its unintended consequences
threaten the stability of Pakistan’s
banking sector and undermine
broader economic objectives like
savings and investment growth. This
tax should be withdrawn immedi-
ately to avert a brewing crisis in the
financial system.
The government must prioritise fis-
cal discipline and create a balanced
financial ecosystem that fosters pri-
vate sector growth. Only then can
Pakistan achieve sustainable eco-
nomic progress without resorting to
counterproductive measures like the
ADR tax.

The writer is a former managing
partner of a leading professional

services firm and has done exten-
sive work on governance in the
public and private sectors. He

tweets/posts @Asad_Ashah

How the ADR tax distorts
the financial sector

Have you ever wondered where your banana peel
goes after you casually toss it in the trash? Turns
out, it might be missing out on an exciting second
life as banana peel flour, which can be trans-
formed into a scrumptious, nutritious snack.
In a recent study, scientists discovered an intrigu-
ing possibility. They showed that by blanching,
drying, and grinding banana peels into a flour, the
unused part of your banana could be reborn as a
delicious addition to baked goods. And it tastes
just as good, if not better than wheat-based prod-
ucts. The results of the simple experiment were
compelling. Sugar cookies made using the peel
flour were taste-tested by consumers who
reported that they enjoyed the products as much
as they enjoyed peel-free sugar cookies.
The individual were also getting a package deal of
flavors packed with a generous helping of miner-

als and cancer-fighting nutrients.
When enriched with banana peels, the sugar
cookies baked in the study showed higher levels
of fiber, magnesium, potassium, and antioxidant
compounds. On the flip side, too much banana
peel flour did result in somewhat brown and hard
cookies, probably due to the extra fiber present
in the banana peels.
However, a balance was found when flour con-
taining 7.5 percent banana peel was used: this
combination produced an appealing texture.
Plus, there’s another benefit. The goods made
with banana peel flour showed no signs of
spoilage, even after being kept on the shelf at
room temperature for three months.
Banana peel flour beyond cookies
While this particular study focused on sugar
cookies, the findings hint at a broader potential.

Using banana peel flour in breads, cakes, and
even pasta, could be the next step. In fact, a study
from last year revealed that banana peels can pro-
vide a natural food color to cakes while boosting
their nutritional value.
Food writers have been using banana peels in
curry dishes, while vegan bloggers have gotten
creative with ideas like banana peel bacon and
pulled peel “pork.”
Banana peel flour has more surprises in store. A
2016 study found that substituting up to 10 per-
cent of wheat flour with banana peel flour
enriched baked bread with greater protein, carbo-
hydrate, and fat content.
Furthermore, it may be important to note that 40
percent of a banana’s weight is in its peel. Unfor-
tunately, we discard most of this nutritional trea-
sure.

Using this banana peel ingredient in foods adds cancer-fighting nutrients

Charli XCX has recently opened up
about suffering from nerve damage
after finishing her Brat tour.
In a new interview with Variety, Char-
lie, whose real name is Charlotte
Emma Aitchison, revealed that the
non-stop tour had taken a toll on her
body, which finally ended on Decem-
ber 2. “I find the stage these days to be
a very angry place for me,” said the
Apple singer.
Charli told the outlet, “I’ve done a lot
of physical damage to my body from
performing on stage.”
The musician shared she rocked so
hard that she had injured herself.
“Genuinely, physically I have nerve
damage in my neck from things that
I’ve done on the stage,” remarked the
32-year-old.
Reflecting on her performance, the
Boys crooner pointed out, “For me to
give a performance that I feel is good

enough, I have to physically throw
myself around and that makes me
very upset when I do it.”
However, Charli shared she had an
amazing time performing with long-
time friend and collaborator Troye
Sivan.
“Being with Troye just softens that
quite a lot and a lot of other people on
the tour just made me feel a lot
lighter,” remarked the songstress.
Elsewhere in the interview, Charli
mentioned that she found touring
“really hard emotionally,” noting being
with Troye “just made that a lot easier
and less of an emotional battle for
me”.
“I think our cute off days were proba-
bly my most fun memory,” she contin-
ued.
The singer added, “We became, actu-
ally, quite a nice little family on that
tour.”

Charli XCX suffers with painful injury after Brat tour
Charli XCX reveals the non-stop tour took a toll on her body in a candid interview

The European Space Agency (ESA) is prepar-
ing for a groundbreaking space mission,
Proba-3, which aims to create artificial solar
eclipses using two satellites flying in precise
formation. This mission marks ESA's first
attempt at formation flying, where the satel-
lites will orbit the Earth in a configuration
that stays within one millimeter of separa-
tion—the width of a human fingernail.
Scheduled for launch on Wednesday from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in India, the
Proba-3 mission will involve the satellites
traveling a four-month journey before reach-
ing an elliptical orbit. The spacecraft will
pass as close as 370 miles to Earth and then
swing out more than 59,546 kilometres. The
Proba-3 mission aims to demonstrate new
space technology by aligning the two satel-
lites with the sun, allowing the first satellite
to cast a controlled shadow on the second.
This shadow will enable instruments on the
second satellite to study the sun’s corona, the
outermost part of its atmosphere, in unprece-

dented detail. Scientists typically observe the
corona during solar eclipses when the moon
blocks part of the sun's light, but these events
offer limited viewing time and are subject to
weather disruptions. Proba-3 promises to
provide continuous access to the corona by
creating 50 artificial solar eclipses annually,
each lasting six hours. The lead satellite will
carry a 1.4-metre-wide disc to block the sun,
turning the two satellites into a 150-metre-
long coronagraph, allowing for a detailed
study of the sun’s mysterious and extremely
hot corona, which can reach temperatures
over a million degrees Celsius.

Man-made solar eclipses possible
with latest satellite technology

Syed Asad Ali Shah

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

History of Pakistan

Although a federal form of
government was retained,
the assemblies had little
power, which was, in effect,

centralized through the authority of
governors acting under the president.
In April 1973 Pakistan’s third consti-
tution (since the 1935 act) was
adopted by the National Assembly; it
was suspended in 1977. In March
1981 a Provisional Constitutional
Order was promulgated, providing a
framework for government under
martial law. Four years later a pro-
cess was initiated for reinstating the
constitution of 1973. By October 1985
a newly elected National Assembly

had amended the constitution, giving
extraordinary powers to the presi-
dent, including the authority to
appoint any member of the National
Assembly as prime minister.
With the end of military rule in 1988
and following elections to the
National Assembly held in November
of that year, the new president used
those powers to appoint a prime min-
ister to form a civilian government
under the amended 1973 constitution.
In 1997 the prime minister pushed
through two significant changes to
the constitution. The first revoked the
president’s power to remove a sitting
government, and the second gave the

premier authority to dismiss from
parliament any member not voting
along party lines—effectively elimi-
nating the National Assembly’s power
to make a vote of no confidence. In
1999 a military government again
came to power, and the constitution
was suspended. The chief executive
of that government initially ruled by
decree and was made president in
2001. In 2002 the constitution was
reinstated following a national refer-
endum, though it included provisions
(under the name Legal Framework
order [LFO]) that restored presiden-
tial powers removed in 1997; most
provisions of the LFO were formally

incorporated into the constitution in
2003.
The amended constitution provides
for a president as head of state and a
prime minister as head of govern-
ment; both must be Muslims.
According to the constitution, the
president is elected for a term of
five years by the National Assembly,
the Senate, and the four provincial
assemblies. The prime minister is
elected by the National Assembly.
The president acts on the advice of
the prime minister. Universal adult
suffrage is practiced.

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI: President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister Mian Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif have paid tribute to Major Muhammad
Akram Shaheed Nishan-e-Haider on his 53rd mar-
tyrdom anniversary.
In his statement, President Asif Ali Zardari said
Major Muhammad Akram Shaheed made a great
sacrifice for the homeland. Asif Ali Zardari said the
entire nation will remain grateful to its martyrs and
their families.
In his statement, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said Major Muhammad Akram Shaheed set an eter-
nal example of courage and bravery while fighting
in East Pakistan. He said that Major Muhammad
Akram Shaheed confronted the enemy valiantly
without fear of its numerical superiority, emphasiz-
ing that he set an example of duty and loyalty to the
nation that is inspiring for the younger generation.
PM Shehbaz Sharif said the entire nation takes
pride in the martyrs of Pakistan Army and their
families. He said the nation holds profound respect
and admiration for the brave sons of the homeland
who sacrificed their lives for the nation, and their
sacrifices will never be forgotten.
Meanwhile the Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee, Services Chiefs, and Armed Forces of Pak-
istan pay heartfelt tribute to Major Muhammad
Akram Shaheed, Nishan-e-Haider on his 53rd Sha-
hadat anniversary.
Major Muhammad Akram Shaheed was command-
ing a company of 4 Frontier Force Regiment at Hilli
(East Pakistan) on 19 May 1971, where he defended
the area of responsibility daringly and did not allow
enemy to make an advance. Later on, 03 December
1971, he was ordered to attack the enemy positions
and where he destroyed enemy’s three tanks while
making an advance. During fight with enemy, Major
Muhammad Akram Shaheed got seriously injured
and embraced Shahadat on 05 December 1971.
Major Muhammad Akram’s martyrdom anniversary
serves as a powerful reminder of the extraordinary
sacrifices made by the Armed Forces of Pakistan to
defend the motherland.
Let us remember these heroes who have laid down
their lives in defence of our motherland. The nation
is proud of its gallant sons. SABAH
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Armed Forces of Pak also pay
heartfelt tribute to Major

Muhammad Akram Shaheed on
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ISLAMABAD: The
Ethiopian embassy
on Thursday hosted
a grand event to
honor the individuals
who have been on
forefront to foster
the friendship and
b r o t h e r h o o d
between the two
nations by highlight-

ing true image of Ethiopia in Pakistan especially its
economic potential, rich heritage, diverse culture and
multi-faceted tourism.
Addressing the ‘Champions of Ethio-Pakistan Frater-
nity’ ceremony, Special Envoy and Ambassador
Extraordinary of Ethiopia to Pakistan, Dr Jemal Beker
expressed his profound gratitude and appreciation to
the distinguished guests, recognizing their critical con-
tributions to strengthening bilateral relations.
He said, “Today is one of the happiest days of my life
in Pakistan. This gathering celebrates the champions
of the Ethio-Pakistan fraternity and highlights the last-
ing connection between our great nations.”
Ambassador Dr Jemal emphasized the significant role
media plays in shaping public perceptions and advanc-
ing public diplomacy. He said, “In this modern era, the
power of media cannot be underestimated.
It is a vital instrument for disseminating accurate infor-
mation and fostering understanding between nations.
Through proper engagement and the seamless provi-
sion of authentic narratives, we can highlight the rich
histories, cultures, and values of Ethiopia and Pak-
istan.” Highlighting the potential of Pakistan, the
ambassador praised the country’s breathtaking land-
scapes, diverse heritage, and economic promise. He
also addressed the challenges of misinformation faced
by both nations, citing the impact of global narratives
that often misrepresent Ethiopia.
“Ethiopia is a land of immense progress, hosting inter-
national leaders annually and championing green trans-
formation and economic growth under the leadership
of Dr Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of Ethiopia,” he
remarked. The ambassador drew attention to the cen-
turies-old ties between the two nations, anchored in
shared history, culture, and traditions. He referenced
Ethiopia’s connection to Hazrat Bilal Habeshi (RA), a
revered figure in Islamic history, to underline the deep
cultural and spiritual bond shared by the people of
Ethiopia and Pakistan. Ambassador Dr Jemal com-
mended Pakistan’s media for its efforts in combating
misinformation and promoting truth in the digital age.
“Together, we can shape a positive global perception of
our countries by sharing authentic stories and show-
casing our traditions,” he said.
Reflecting on the growing bilateral engagement, the
ambassador highlighted the strategic initiatives taken
by both nations, including Pakistan’s Look Africa pol-
icy and Ethiopia’s Enter and Operate in Africa through
Ethiopia policy. These initiatives aim to enhance trade,
cultural exchange, and collaboration, making Ethiopia
a gateway for Pakistan’s engagement with Africa – a
continent brimming with opportunities.
Notable achievements under this partnership include
the successful launch of Ethiopian Airlines flights from
Karachi, which have received overwhelming support
from Pakistani travelers, and the exchange of delega-
tions in key sectors such as business, trade, health,
education, and technology. — VOM Report

Ethiopian embassy
honors ‘Champions of

Ethio-Pakistan Fraternity’ for
strengthening bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday welcomed the resolu-
tion passed by the United Nations General Assembly on
Wednesday calling on Israeli occupation authorities to with-
draw from Palestinian territories and for the creation of a
Palestinian state. “The genocide in Gaza must end; civilians
are being indiscriminately killed, including at food points,
hospitals, and refugee shelters. This humanitarian situation
needs urgent international attention,” Foreign Office
spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said at her weekly
press briefing here. Expressing deep concerns about the lat-
est developments in Syria, she said that the ongoing situa-
tion would further destabilize the region and embolden ter-
rorist organizations. She emphasised the promotion of
peace and security in Syria and called for international
efforts to de-escalate the situation and uphold the unity,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of Syria. The spokesper-
son highlighted the continuing seizure of properties of Kash-
miris in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir,
including the recent seizure of properties of 13 individuals in
Kishtwar District. “Indian actions are part of an ongoing
drive to confiscate Kashmir lands and properties to harass
and intimidate the Kashmiri people and punish them for
their dissenting political views. We urge the Indian authori-
ties to end the ongoing campaign of seizing the properties
of Kashmiri people and abide by its international obligations
as an occupying power,” she remarked. APP

Pakistan welcomes UNGA resolution
calling for Israel’s withdrawal from

Palestine, says FO spox

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chaired a
meeting to review the ICT Governance Reforms Committee, established by the Prime Minister.

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan on Thursday met with
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan,
Yerzhan Kistafin to discuss enhancing trade,
regional connectivity, and economic cooper-
ation between Pakistan and Kazakhstan.
The meeting laid the groundwork for several
collaborative initiatives, said a press release
issued here.
The minister welcomed the announcement of
the next IGC session, scheduled for Islam-
abad on January 28, 2025.
He pledged full support from the Commerce
Ministry to ensure its success.
The minister announced that a Business
Forum and B2B meetings will precede the
IGC, taking place in Karachi on January 27,
2025. The delegates will visit key trade infras-
tructure, including seaports, customs houses
and special economic zones to explore busi-
ness opportunities.
Jam Kamal Khan emphasized the importance
of establishing a joint logistics company to
facilitate seamless goods transportation
between the two countries.
He also proposed diversifying trade routes
beyond the existing Quadrilateral Traffic in
Transit Agreement (QTTA) to include path-
ways through Uzbekistan-Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan.
The minister reiterated the significance of the
Trans-Afghan railway for strengthening con-
nectivity with Central Asia.

He committed to reaching out to Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Abu Dhabi
authorities to expedite the project’s comple-
tion.
Jam Kamal Khan welcomed the Kazakh
announcement of resuming direct flights to
Pakistan in 2025 and called for the establish-
ment of air cargo links with Karachi.
He also highlighted Pakistan’s export poten-
tial, particularly in mangoes, sports goods,
textiles and surgical instruments, urging
stronger connections between exporters and
Kazakh importers.
The minister underscored the need to
enhance banking correspondent relationships
to simplify trade transactions and build a
stronger foundation for bilateral trade.
Ambassador Kistafin expressed optimism
about the growing partnership. He praised the
upcoming IGC and Business Forum as key
opportunities to strengthen economic ties
and explore joint ventures.

“Kazakhstan values Pakistan’s competitive
exports and logistical expertise. We are eager
to deepen our collaboration, and initiatives
like direct flights and air cargo links will sig-
nificantly boost our trade potential,” the
Ambassador said.
Jam Kamal Khan reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to strengthening trade with Central
Asia. “Kazakhstan is a vital partner in the
region, and we aim to leverage mutual
strengths to unlock new opportunities. From
expanding trade routes to supporting
exporters, our focus remains on fostering sus-
tainable growth,” he stated.
The meeting concluded with both sides
emphasizing the need for open communica-
tion and prompt follow-up on the decisions
made.
The federal minister’s proactive leadership
and the Ambassador’s collaborative approach
reflected the growing momentum in Pakistan-
Kazakhstan trade relations.

Jam Kamal for strengthening
Pak-Kazakh trade ties

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship MOAWIN vis-
ited Mombasa, Kenya, where it established a
free medical camp. Earlier, upon arrival at the
port of Mombasa, PNS MOAWIN was warmly
welcomed by local authorities.
At medical camp, Pakistan Navy surgeons and
medical specialists provided free medical con-
sultations, treatments and medicines to

patients. The medical camp
was widely appreciated by
local populace, who bene-
fited from the high-quality
medical care provided.
During the port visit, the
Commanding Officer of PNS
MOAWIN met Commander
Kenya Navy, Major General
Paul Owuor Otieno, and
other local government offi-
cials to discuss matters of
mutual interest and explore
avenues for enhancing bilat-
eral cooperation. The Com-
manding Officer conveyed
good wishes of Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed

Ashraf, to the people of Kenya and expressed
gratitude for the support extended by host
Navy and local Pakistani community.
The visit of PNS MOAWIN to Kenya and estab-
lishment of medical camp serves as a testament
to Pakistan Navy’s commitment to fostering
goodwill and providing essential medical ser-
vices to communities in need. PR

Pakistan Navy Ship MOAWIN visits Kenya
and establishes free medical camp

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs
and Interfaith Harmony Chaudhry Salik Hus-
sain inaugurated a residential complex for
Hindu pilgrims at the Katas Raj temple, under
the management of Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB), here on Thursday.
Addressing the ceremony, he said that minori-
ties had been living here since before the cre-
ation of Pakistan. “We will work for the beauti-
fication of the holy places of not only Hindus
but also other religions. The minorities living in
Pakistan are our own people. We will give a
good message to the world regarding the
minority community,” he said adding that Katas
Raj was a great cultural heritage consisting of
different religions. He said that according to
modern requirements, a 36-room building adja-
cent to the Katas Raj temples had been con-
structed at a cost of Rs 190 million. It would
accommodate the Hindu pilgrims coming from
inside the country as well as abroad.
ETPB Chairman Syed Atta-ur-Rehman thanked
the federal minister and said “we have the full
support of the Government of Pakistan and the
district governments to serve the minorities in
Pakistan and to provide hospitality to the pil-
grims coming from abroad”. He said that there
was a significant change in the historic Katas
Raj Temple by adding 36 residential rooms and
sub-modern facilities.
In addition to improved facilities, 6,000 plants
of different species have been planted for the
health of the temple environment and conser-
vation of the heritage has been ensured with
modern infrastructure and environmental
awareness. The ETPB has installed a 40-kW

solar system and spacious parking facilities at
the Katas Raj Temple so that Hindu pilgrims
and tourists from Pakistan and around the
world could enjoy complete facilities.
President of the Pakistan Hindu Mainder Man-
agement Committee (PHMMC) Krishan Sharma
specially thanked Federal Minister Chaudhry
Salik Hussain and Chairman ETPB for the con-
struction and renovation of the Katas Raj Com-
plex and said that Hindu religious places of
worship in Pakistan are safe. He said that Pak-
istan is a minority-friendly country and I want
to send a message to the Hindu community
around the world that they should come to Pak-
istan and visit their religious places of worship.
The ceremony was attended by Federal Secre-
tary for Religious Affairs Zulfiqar Haider, Sec-
retary ETPB Farid Iqbal, Additional Secretary
Shrines Saifullah Khokhar, Additional Secretary
Admin Sanaullah Khan, Chief Engineer Haq
Nawaz.Shahid Bashir,Deputy Commissioner,
DPO, Chakwal Ahmad Mohayudin and a large
number of representatives of the Hindu and
Sikh community.

Minister inaugurates residential complex
for Hindu pilgrims at Katas Raj temple

ISLAMABAD: In a landmark event in Islamabad
on Thursday, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Natalie
Baker unveiled the Pasban Awam Saath Saath
Program, a transformative initiative aimed at
fostering citizen-focused policing and empow-
ering women in law enforcement across Pak-
istan.
The program, a collaboration between Pak-
istan’s civilian security agencies, the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace, and the U.S. Embassy, under-
scores the U.S. commitment to gender equality
and justice.
“Together, we are making history,” said Baker,
commending efforts to increase representation
and strengthen community ties. Among the
achievements highlighted:
A 20% rise in women officers in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and 25% in Balochistan.
Training for over 1,600 women and 70 transgen-
der officers in Punjab, leading to the resolution
of 1,500 cases for the transgender community.
The Public Complaint Redressal System in KPK

addresses over 50,000
citizen complaints.
As Pakistan observes
the 16 Days of
Activism against Gen-
der-Based Violence,
Baker emphasized the
broader impact of
U.S.-funded initia-
tives, including anti-
rape crisis cells and gender desks at police sta-
tions. These have led to a 60% increase in
crimes reported by women and girls in KPK.
Recognizing trailblazing women officers like
Senior Superintendent Riffat Bokhari and
Superintendent Beenish Fatima, Baker stated,
“Your courage moves us, your commitment
inspires us, and your sacrifices humble us.”
The United States pledged continued support
for a secure and equitable future for all Pakista-
nis, reaffirming its solidarity with women lead-
ers in law enforcement. APP

US launches historic Police-Community
Partnership in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister
for Law & Justice and Human
Rights, met with Ms. Stephanie
Copus Campbell, Australian
Ambassador for Gender Equal-
ity, to discuss advancing gender
equality and women’s empow-
erment in Pakistan.
The discussion focused on leg-
islative frameworks, increasing
women’s leadership in govern-
ment and private sectors, and
strategies to enhance gender
inclusion. The Federal Minister
highlighted the government’s
dedication to gender equality
through policy reforms, capac-
ity-building initiatives, and
efforts to create a more inclu-
sive socio-economic landscape
for women.
He emphasized the Prime Min-
ister’s Women Empowerment
Package-2024, which focuses
on supporting working women
through vocational training,
leadership development pro-

grams, micro-finance schemes,
and initiatives such as Women
on Wheels, aimed at enhancing
women’s mobility and eco-
nomic independence.
The Minister also highlighted
ongoing partnerships with
international and local organi-
zations to advance gender
equality, including initiatives to
engage men and boys as allies
in addressing Gender-Based
Violence (GBV) and challenging
harmful gender norms. He

stressed the importance of col-
laborative efforts to overcome
cultural and structural barriers
to women’s empowerment,
with a focus on creating sus-
tainable impacts at all levels of
society.
Ms Campbell recognized these
efforts and underscored the
importance of addressing soci-
etal barriers to ensure women’s
equal participation in leader-
ship and economic develop-
ment. She expressed Australia’s
willingness to continue sup-
porting initiatives that enhance
gender-sensitive policies and
empower women in Pakistan.
Both parties emphasized the
significance of sustained coop-
eration and international
alliances to ensure meaningful
progress toward an inclusive
and equitable society. The
meeting concluded with mutual
expressions of gratitude and a
shared commitment to future
collaboration.

Federal Minister for Law & Justice and
Human Rights Meets Australian Ambassador
for Gender Equality to Strengthen Gender
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Continued from Page 1
The preparation involves an intricate process that
reflects our rich cultural heritage. Turkish coffee
has inspired songs and poetry, making it an iconic
symbol of our history,” he remarked.
Speaking at the occasion, Federal Information
Secretary and Managing Director PTV, Ambreen
Jan emphasized the shared cultural and historical
ties between the two nations. “Pakistan and
Turkiye enjoy close cultural, historical, and reli-
gious ties, which are now expanding into deepen-
ing economic relations. The shared love of coffee
further brings us closer, reflecting our common
cultural appreciation,” she maintained.
Adding to the festivities, the attendees savoured
the authentic taste of Turkish coffee and indulged
in sweet delights, offering them a true experience
of Turkish hospitality.
The PTV remains dedicated to promoting cultural
diplomacy and strengthening international rela-
tions by celebrating shared traditions. Events like
World Turkish Coffee Day reaffirm the state
broadcaster’s role in fostering meaningful connec-
tions between Pakistan and its allies.

PTV celebrates World
Turkish Coffee Day

in collaboration with
Turkish Embassy
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