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Expressed interest in
boosting the bilateral
trade volume and

praised Japan's collab-
oration with the Punjab
government in improv-
ing education, health,
and urban facilities

Punjab Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz

KARACHI: Chief of the Army Staff General Syed
Asim Munir has invited the business community to
play their role in the country’s economic develop-
ment and work jointly with Special Investment Facil-
itation Council (SIFC). In an interaction with traders’
community during his visit to Karachi, General Asim
Munir assured the businessmen that the Army is
committed to take action for eliminating illegal busi-
ness activities in the country and the problems being
faced by Karachi’s business community will be
solved on priority basis.
“I had told you a year ago that don’t lose hope which
is a sin. Never give up on the country’s prosperity as
through collective efforts we have defeated the
attempts to spread despair in the society,” the army
chief said, adding “Pakistan possesses extraordinary
potential in various sectors and keeping in its
immense resources and abilities it wants to take its
rightful place in the comity of nations.”
General Asim Munir spoke of the positive impact on
the national economy of the action against smuggling
along country’s western border.
The COAS richly commended the role of friendly
countries – China, Saudi Arabia and UAE – in Pak-
istan’s economic revival. General Asim Munir said
Google, Starlink and other international companies
are investing in Pakistan. “These successes could not
have been possible without the cooperation of the
business community,” he added. The army chief said
everyone should have unwavering faith in Pakistan’s
bright future. Agencies

1st National Tourism
Awards 2024 celebrated

with full zest
ISLAMABAD: 1st National Tourism Awards of Excel-
lence celebrated with full zest in Islamabad was orga-
nized by Discover Pakistan and Pakistan Tourism
Development Corporation on the occasion of World
Tourism Day 2024.
The National Tourism Awards seek to recognize and
encourage the remarkable endeavours of those who
are contributing to the growth and development of
the tourism and hospitality sector in Pakistan.
This impressive event was attended by over 300 par-
ticipants including Diplomats, Senior Government
Officials and Private Sector Stakeholders of the
tourism and hospitality sector.
At the event, awards were distributed among the indi-
viduals and organizations who make remarkable con-
tributions to the tourism and hospitality sector in 20
different categories.
The award recipients were selected by an indepen-
dent jury of top professionals of tourism and hospi-
tality sector through an extremely fair and transpar-
ent procedure. APP

Army resolute
to crush ‘illegal
activities’ in

Pakistan: COAS
Gen Asim Munir invites business

community to play role in economic
development, collaborate with SIFC

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif's attended a reception hosted by US President
Joe Biden in honor of the heads of government par-
ticipating in the United Nations General Assembly
session
US President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif met during the reception.
Both the leaders expressed good wishes for each
other. The heads of state of other countries also
attended the dinner.
Pakistan, US reaffirm desire to enhance cooperation
in key areas; Pakistan and the United States have
reaffirmed their common desire to enhance coopera-
tion in key areas including trade, investment, tech-
nology and climate action.
This was stated by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in
a post on his X handle after attending a reception in
New York hosted by US President Joe Biden in hon-
our of the heads of state and government participat-
ing in the United Nations General Assembly session.
The Prime Minister said his brief meeting with Pres-
ident Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden during the
reception was most warm and cordial. Agencies

Six people killed, eight
injured in N. Waziristan

copter crash
MIRANSHAH:
At least six
people were
killed and
eight injured
after a char-
tered heli-
copter carry-
ing 14

passengers crashed in the North Waziristan dis-
trict of the KP province on Saturday.
The MI8 helicopter was chartered by Mari
Petroleum, an oil exploration and production com-
pany in Pakistan, and it crashed near Shewa oil
field due to a technical fault, said the sources.
The helicopter developed a technical fault soon
after it took off. As it tried to make an emergency
landing its tail rotter hit the ground, the petroleum
company said in a statement.
“Although the helicopter managed to land, it
unfortunately lost control afterward. Evacuation
operations are currently underway, with support
from all relevant departments, including the Pak-
istan Army. The injured are being transported to
the nearest hospital,” the spokesperson said in a
statement.
The injured were moved to nearby hospital while
relief operation was underway, the spokesperson
added. INP

US President
Joe Biden & PM
Shehbaz Sharif
meet during
a reception

ISLAMABAD: To enhance bilateral ties and promote
youth collaboration, Chairman of the Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mashhood Ahmed
Khan, met with the Ambassador of the Republic of
South Korea, His Excellency Park ki Jun here on Sat-
urday. According to the PMYP office, the discussions
focused on strengthening relations between Pakistan
and South Korea, emphasising empowering the youth
of both nations. Both dignitaries expressed their
mutual commitment to enhancing youth development
initiatives during the meeting.
They discussed various strategies for youth engage-
ment, skills development, and digital empowerment,
particularly through educational and cultural
exchange programs. Chairman PMYP Rana Mashhood
highlighted Pakistan’s ongoing initiatives, including the
Smart Pakistan Scheme and the National Innovation
Award, which aim to equip the younger generation
with essential tools for the future. His Excellency Park
ki Jun expressed keen interest in fostering greater
cooperation in the areas of technology, culture, and
education. APP

Chairman PMYP held
meeting with S Korean Envoy

to enhance bilateral ties

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif with United States President Joe Biden and First
Lady Dr,Jill Tracy Jacobs Biden at a reception hosted by US President in the honor of the heads of state
and Government participating in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) session. INP

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Hezbollah confirmed on
Saturday that its leader Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah was martyred and vowed to continue
the battle against Israel.
Nasrallah’s death marks a major blow not
only to Hezbollah but also to its backers in
Iran. He was a leading figure in the Tehran-
backed Axis of Resistance, helping to project
Iranian influence across the Middle East.
Nasrallah, who reached the peak of his popu-
larity after the war with Israel in 2006, was
seen as a hero by many, not just in Lebanon
but beyond. Standing up to Israel is what
defined him and his Iranian-backed group,
Hezbollah, for years. But that changed when
Hezbollah sent fighters to Syria to crush the
uprising threatening President Bashar al-
Assad’s rule.
Despite this, Nasrallah continued to enjoy
support from his loyal base – mainly
Lebanon’s people who revered him as a
leader and religious figurehead.
Born in 1960, Nasrallah‘s early childhood in
East Beirut is cloaked in political mythology.
One of nine siblings, he is said to have been
pious from an early age, often taking long
walks to the city centre to find second-hand
books on Islam. Nasrallah himself has

described how he would spend his free time
as a child staring reverently at a portrait of
scholar.
After the outbreak of civil war between
Lebanon‘s Christian Maronites and Muslims,
Nasrallah joined Amal’s movement and fought
with its militia. But as the conflict progressed,
Amal adopted a staunchly unsympathetic
stance towards the presence of Palestinian
militias in Lebanon.
Disturbed by this stance, Nasrallah split from
Amal in 1982, shortly after Israel’s invasion of
Lebanon, and formed a new group with Ira-
nian support that would later become Hezbol-

lah. By 1985, Hezbollah had crystallised its
own worldview in a founding document,
which addressed the “downtrodden of
Lebanon“ and named the Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran as its one true
leader.
Since early in his career, Nasrallah‘s speeches
helped cement his persona as a wise, humble
figure, deeply invested in the lives of every-
day people – a leader who shunned formal
Arabic in favour of the dialect spoken on the
street, and who reportedly preferred to sleep,
every night, on a simple foammattress on the
ground. In the book The Hizbullah Phe-
nomenon: Politics and Communication,
scholar and co-author Dina Matar describes
how Nasrallah‘s words have fused political
claims and religious imagery, creating
speeches with high emotional voltage that
transformed Nasrallah into “the very embod-
iment of the group”. Nasrallah’s charisma was
far-reaching; his elegies on the history of
oppression in the Middle East have made him
an influential figure across sects and nations.
That was helped by Hezbollah‘s sprawling
media apparatus, which makes use of TV,
print news and even musical theatre shows to
spread its message. SABAH

Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah leader
martyred in Beirut in Israeli strike
The 64-year-old was widely seen as personification of armed group he led for 32 years

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif in meeting with members of
the Pakistani community in the US said the
Prime Minister has reflected the national spirit
by giving a message to respond to any aggres-
sion by India in his address at the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) meeting.
He was addressing the meeting organized by
the Consulate General of Pakistan in New
York, US where members of the Pakistani com-
munity paid tribute to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif for his speech at the United Nations
General Assembly, a news release said
Khawaja Asif said the Prime Minister pre-
sented the case of Kashmir and Palestine in
front of the whole world in a magnificent man-
ner.
“It is a pleasure for me to meet the Pakistani
community in America. This event is not just a
gathering but a manifestation of the greatness
and harmony of the Pakistani nation. Overseas

Pakistanis are our precious asset and our
crown’s jewel,” the Minister said.
He added that he was overwhelmed to see the
diaspora’s love for Pakistan whereas they have
settled a new society on the soil of America
with their hard work and dedication and have
brought laurels to the country.
“Overseas Pakistanis have always played a
vital role in the development and prosperity of
Pakistan. Overseas Pakistanis have proved by
their role that the Pakistani nation is capable
of facing every difficulty. This success of all of
you is a sign of a bright future for Pakistan.
The overseas Pakistanis have a significant role
in the country’s economic development. The
welfare of the Pakistani community is the top
priority of the Government of Pakistan,” the
Defence Minister said.
“The Prime Minister has assured all embassies
abroad to solve the problems of Overseas Pak-
istanis on priority basis,” he said.

Minister lauds PM for highlighting
Kashmir, Palestine issues at UN

ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani underscored the significant contri-
bution of the textile sector to Pakistan's econ-
omy, emphasizing its role in both employment
and exports. Speaking as the chief guest at the
7th International Conference on Textiles, titled
"Inspiring Change: Challenges and Strides are
the Wings of Success," held at a local hotel on
Friday, Gilani noted that textiles account for
over 60 per cent of the country’s exports, a sub-
stantial share of the national income.
He acknowledged the industry's role in provid-
ing livelihoods to thousands of workers and

highlighted Pakistan’s potential in producing
high-quality cotton, the backbone of the textile
sector. He stressed the need for research and
development to enhance cotton quality and
reduce reliance on imported raw materials.
The Senate Chairman called for the production
of innovative, high-quality textile products,
emphasizing that reducing dependency on gov-
ernment subsidies would make industrialists
more self-sufficient. He stressed the importance
of remaining competitive on the global stage and
urged the strengthening of Research and Devel-
opment (R&D) from cotton cultivation to fin-
ished textile products. He also highlighted the
importance of advancing both traditional and
modern sectors of the textile industry, stating
that parliament, particularly the Senate, plays a
crucial role in crafting legislation that supports
sustainable industrial growth. He emphasized
the need for technological advancements and
assured the Senate’s commitment to providing
the best technology to the industry.

Gilani highlights vital role of textile
sector in national economy

ISLAMABAD: The Government is work-
ing on increasing Ease of Doing Business
in Pakistan to make it an attractive desti-
nation for foreign investment. In this
regard, projects like Pakistan Single Win-
dow have been undertaken to provide
one node solution to potential investors
rather than hopping between various
government departments for different
permits. The government remains fully
committed to supporting businesses and
fostering an environment that enables
them to thrive.
This has been stated by Federal Minister
for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan while
addressing 40 years anniversary celebra-
tion of Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry ( ICCI ) as Chief
guest.
The Minister said that prudent and effec-
tive policies of the Government have
brought down inflation. Stable and
increased foreign reserves have brought
down interest rates. Moreover the Gov-
ernment has been working relentlessly

on bringing down power tariffs for the
industry in general and exporters in par-
ticular.
He added that the Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif himself is paying utmost atten-
tion to the resolution of the business
community’ s problems and that a high
profile Board is already working under
his ( Prime Minister) chair for the pur-
pose.
He further said that an all-out effort is
being made by every Ministry to see
regional trade flourish and explore busi-
ness opportunities for our exporters. The
transshipment policy is being revised to
spur cross border trade in the region and
foster business opportunities for our
business community. Once devised, the
transshipment policy is expected to
make Pakistan a regional business hub
for the Central Asia, South Asia and Mid-
dle East regions. This will create employ-
ment for the skilled labour force, bring in
foreign exchange, boost revenues for the
Government and bring in overall devel-

opment in the country.
The role of Chambers in promoting trade
and commerce, both domestic and inter-
national, cannot be overstated. Over the
past four decades, the Islamabad Cham-
ber has played a pivotal role in spurring
business activity, promoting
entrepreneurship, and contributing sig-
nificantly to national economic progress,
he further stated.
In his welcome address Ahsan Zafar

Bakhtawari, President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, high-
lighted the major milestones of ICCI
achieved during his tenure. He said that
he and his entire team tirelessly worked
to resolve the problems being faced by
the community and to provide a conge-
nial atmosphere for ease of doing busi-
ness.
He said that we have to increase our
exports, impart skill training to our

youth and formulate long term economic
policies for the wellbeing of the country.
He described his success as President
ICCI the result of the entire team work
and expressed the hope that the future
leadership of the Chamber will carry for-
ward this legacy.
Chairman Founder Group ICCI khalid
Iqbal Malik paid rich tributes to Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtwari for his outstanding per-
formance as President ICCI which made
the Chamber as one of the premier
Chambers of the country.
In his address former President Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try and Secretary General United Busi-
ness Group Zafar Bakhtawari underlined
the need for the acknowledgement of
business leaders' achievements through
excellence awards at government level.
He called upon the youth to idealize busi-
ness leaders to emerge as job providers
instead of job seekers.
Former President FPCCI and ICCI
Zubair Ahmad Malik by mentioning the

problems of the business fraternity
impressed upon the government for pro-
vision of necessary facilities to the busi-
ness community. He also demanded the
incitation of immediate work on the Pak-
istan-Iran gas pipeline project, CASA-
1000, TAPI etc. in the best interest of the
country.
President elect ICCI Nasir Mansoor
Qureshi said that Pakistan is blessed
with multiple opportunities and
resources and the only needed thing is to
showcase them articulately to overcome
the economic challenges. He also made
mention of his future plans to further
promote the Chamber’s repute and espe-
cially to resolve the community's prob-
lems.
Senior Vice President Faad Waheed
emphasized the need for the continuity
of the economic policies.
In his vote of thanks, Vice President Eng.
Azharul Islam Zafar expressed gratitude
to the chief guest for gracing the occa-
sion. DNA

Govt determined to make Pakistan top destination for business: Jam Kamal
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Child marriage:
laws, verdicts, solutions

WALI TAHIR

Pakistan turned 77 this year, yet the children harbored by the fifth most populated
country continue to be failed by the state. One of the many challenges in this regard
is child marriage. The Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929 Section 2(a) defines a
“child” as “a person who, if a male, is under eighteen years of age, and if a female,

is under sixteen years of age”. The term “child marriage” is defined in Section 2(b) as “a mar-
riage to which either of the contracting parties is a child”.
Article 25A of the constitution declares: “There shall be no discrimination on the basis of
sex”, yet Sindh is the only province which does not discriminate on the basis of gender, as
the age of marriage is uniform for both men and women at 18 in Sindh following the enact-
ment of Child Restraint Act 2013. More recently in Azka Wahid v Province of Punjab, the
Lahore High Court also struck down the minimum age of marriage of girls being 16 in Pun-
jab for being discriminatory, remarking that the difference in age “is not based on an intelli-
gible criteria having nexus with the object of the law”. The court considered the purpose of
the 1929 Act to be “muddled” by this fallacy, something every reasonable person can appre-
ciate. While both girls and boys are affected by this human rights violation, girls suffer from
child marriages disproportionately. According to the Demographic and Health Surveys
(DHS), 18.3 per cent of girls and 4.7 per cent of boys are married before the age of 18 in Pak-
istan. While the most recent DHS report shows an increase in the average marrying age of
girls, on deeper inspection there was actually an increase in child marriages before the age
of 15. According to Unicef, 19 million girl (and women) victims in Pakistan have been mar-
ried in their childhood, and given a burden they have to bear for as long as they live.
Perhaps a darker shadow is cast by the fact that 54 per cent of girls in Pakistan get pregnant
before the age of 18. In Akza Wahid, the Lahore High Court was briefed by the advocate gen-
eral that: “Pregnancy and childbirth related complications are the main causes of death for
mothers aged 15 to 19.” Child marriage in such cases becomes a human rights violation that
can easily turn into a painful death sentence, aggravated by a lack of contraceptive facili-
ties. Distressingly, child marriages may be on the rise following the 2022 floods, and the
recent monsoon season, the latter giving rise to the term ‘monsoon brides’. Pakistan ranks
as the eighth most vulnerable country to climate change, according to the Global Climate
Risk Index 2021. Climate change has resulted in longer, more powerful rainfall, something
our rural areas are not equipped for, resulting in destruction; the land is barren, the now poi-
soned water has killed the fish, and made growing crops no longer possible. The resulting
income and food insecurity has become the impetus for child marriage. One striking exam-
ple is a sharp increase in child marriages in Dadu District, something the Sindh Human
Right’s Commission has taken “cognizance” of. Sindh’s existing provincial percentage of
child marriages already stands at a nauseating 33 per cent. This connection between child
marriages and extreme weather conditions, however, is not unprecedented. A research arti-
cle evaluating the impact of 2010 floods found that the percentage of girls married in the 15-
19 age range increased from 10.7 per cent to 16 per cent as a direct result of the floods. Thus,
this increase in child marriage was something that the government should have easily fore-
seen and worked for prevention of, if not on basis of common sense, then on basis of aca-
demic evidence. What is most disturbing is how child marriage is legally accepted after the
fact. As the Islamabad High Court noted in Mumtaz Bibi v Qasim, the courts continue to rely
on the Supreme Court judgment of Bakshi v Bashir, wherein the Supreme Court ruled that
where an underage girl was married in violation of the Child Marriage Restraint Act, the mar-
riage itself would not automatically become void. The legal mechanism for voiding a child
marriage remains wanting. The onus of proof is on the child to void their marriage, through
costly and complicated legal procedures. The Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act 1939 may
allow a Muslim girl to void a child marriage only if the girl is married before 16, and the mar-
riage is petitioned before she turns 18. And the marriage must not be “consummated”.
Similar issues arise for Hindu girls under the Hindu Marriage Act 1955. Whereas there is
no remedy for child marriage under the Christian Marriage Act, a divorce or annulment
must instead be sought under the DivorceAct 1869. In the Mumtaz Bibi case, Justice
Babar Sattar distinguished Bakshi case on a number of reasons, foremost being the fact
that Pakistan is a party to the UN Convention on Rights of the Child and has enacted spe-
cific legislation for the purposes of integrating the convention into domestic law. The
most relevant are the Protection of Women (Criminal Laws Amendment) Act 2006 and
the Criminal Law (Second Amendment) Act 2016. The 2006 Act added sections 375 and
376 to the Pakistan Penal Code, which prohibits sex under the age of 16, where even sex
with her “consent”, would still constitute statutory rape, punishable with death or life
imprisonment. The 2016 Act further added sections 377A and 377B to the PPC, which
makes a person inducing or enticing any child under the age of 18 to engage in sexual act
guilty of sexual abuse, punishable by 25 years, “consent” of the child once again remains
irrelevant. Justice Babar Sattar reasoned that since a marriage is a contract mandated by
the state, wherein the parties agree to engage for sexual relations, as a result any con-
tract executed with any person who is underage would result in an unlawful contract,
which would be void ab initio as per the Contract Act, 1982. The judgment is only bind-
ing in the Islamabad Capital Territory, and persuasive otherwise.

The writer is a freelance contributor.

M
any of the world’s
big destination
cities have a cul-
tural, theatre, or
entertainment dis-
trict. The closest

thing Islamabad has is Lok Virsa,
where I sometimes take nieces and
nephews.
For myself, when I feel like watching
live drama, I sit in on proceedings of
the Supreme Court of Pakistan on
days when there is a hearing for an
interesting case. Last Friday was the
fourth hearing of a case brought by
the All-Public Universities BPS
Teachers Association (APUBTA)
against The Federation of Pakistan
(through the secretary for federal
education secretary and professional
training, Islamabad and others). The
case was heard by a three-member
bench of the SC, including the chief
justice of Pakistan (CJP). The
APUBTA seeks permanent appoint-
ments to key offices in universities
that are holding up business.
The reason the case was brought
before the SC was that as of March
of this year, only 57 per cent of the
154 public universities nationwide
were operating with permanently
appointed VCs. Many also have no
appointments to the three most
important statutory positions – reg-
istrar, treasurer, and controller. The
court’s stated goal of the hearings
was to ensure universities complied
with the law and their acts, statutes,
and rules because education is a
matter of public interest, funded by
taxpayers’ money, that ought to be
secured. In its first order in April, the
court had solicited a simple status
report of vacancies at public univer-
sities. By the time of the second
hearing in May, the government had
not complied with the court’s order
to provide this data, and directions
were given more forcefully. By the
third hearing in August, government
representatives were able to partially
comply with the court’s order to pro-
vide a simple accounting of existing
vacancies. I was expecting to wit-
ness some drama but instead, the
experience felt more like visiting a
cat cafe. For much of the time, what
I saw were senior government offi-

cials and vice-chancellors being
meek cats. The government respon-
dents, some of whom I witnessed
thundering at and unloading on
senior staff members of a public uni-
versity just a few days earlier, were
behaving like well-behaved kitties
while addressing the court. In sharp
contrast to a few days earlier, they
also appeared remarkably aware of
the limits of their authority. That day
being the fourth hearing, the court
had summoned VCs and representa-
tives of several universities involved
in the matter.
The conduct of various VCs in the
court followed the same template as
the government representatives.
Most of them and their lawyers’
demeanour was as you would
expect: deferential, respectful, and
polite. Officials of about two dozen
universities were summoned by the
court that day. All suffered from sim-
ilar issues, but a few stood out, nev-
ertheless. In one university (in
Karachi), the statutory positions of
controller, registrar, and treasurer
have not been filled since November
2022. The VC’s explanation for why
he has not made appointments in the
six months since he took office was
that he was waiting on guidance on
whether to select from an applicant
pool from 2019 or required “permis-
sion” to re-advertise the openings
from the governing body. My, such
helplessness! These are the kinds of
decisions that have some university
leaders stumped for months.
According to the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) and Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional
Training (MoFEPT), the VC of
another institution (in Multan) was
appointed in 2012, completed his
tenure, and was granted a two-year
extension, but was then terminated
in 2017 during that extension period.
Instead of vacating the office, he has
been illegally occupying the VC
office to date – for an additional
seven years, almost twice as long as
two regular tenures. How, you may
ask, is that possible? Simply, by
refusing to call a meeting of the uni-
versity senate that could remove him
from his position. This simple
maneuver, which could have sprung
from the mind of a five-year-old, has
the HEC, the MoFEPT, and indeed
the entire machinery of government
stumped. And people still say that
our universities do not have anything
worthwhile to teach! Senior employ-

ees of government services of all
stripes who seek an extension of
their appointments ought to learn
from this ingenuity.
Among university officials that
appeared before the court, there was
one exception, the International
Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI),
whose lawyer took a notably differ-
ent approach to responding to the
court – confrontation. The IIUI's sta-
tus as a public-sector university is
well-established. The IIUI collects
approximately Rs3.7 billion from
tuition fees and receives Rs0.68 bil-
lion from Saudi and Kuwaiti sources.
In addition, it also receives more
than Rs2.2 billion from the govern-
ment of Pakistan, more than three
times that of foreign sources and
more than what most public univer-
sities receive.
That did not dissuade the IIUI’s
lawyer from arguing that his client
university is not a public university
and hence not answerable to the
court, as if the IIUI is built 10 miles
outside of Pakistan. Irrespective of
the IIUI’s official status as a private
or a public university, it is the recipi-
ent of substantial financial support
in the form of public funds – tax-
payer money. When a university
relies on public funds for 40 per cent
of its expenses, it is accountable to
the public for its performance.
The IIUI’s lawyer persisted in his
claim that his client is not a public
university and, therefore, not
answerable. When that did not work,
he demanded the CJP recuse himself
from the case because he is a mem-
ber of the university’s board of
trustees. None of these maneuvers
helped placate the court’s displea-
sure with this respondent.
According to the HEC, the IIUI’s
rector has made it a habit to not
show up for any meetings when
invited, citing illness. I would prob-
ably feel sick too if the organiza-
tion I was responsible for had a
pension fund running short by
Rs11.5 billion (according to an
actuarial study) while running a
budget deficit.
The HEC also complained that the
IIUI is not willing to share any infor-
mation about its 55 tenured positions
of deans, chairpersons, and DGs.
Moreover, the university’s board of
trustees (required to meet at least
once a year) did not meet all of 2021
and 2022. There was a meeting on
December 11, 2023, but its minutes

were never issued. Similarly, the uni-
versity’s board of governors
(required to meet every quarter) has
not met since September 2023.
When the court insisted on the rec-
tor’s appearance before the court, it
was first offered the same excuse of
illness, then a medical certificate of
questionable veracity. When the
court insisted, the rector made a dra-
matic appearance in a wheelchair,
with sympathetic social media ‘influ-
encers’ in tow. In the meantime, their
lawyer was attempting to fabricate a
controversy at the expense of the
personal safety of the CJP.
The day’s first-hand experiences
were also instructive for another rea-
son: It evaporated what little trust I
had left in self-styled social media
journalists, including some that
enjoy reputations of being objective.
As soon as the IIUI’s rector left, there
were posts up on Twitter / X decry-
ing the court and sympathizing with
the rector. Mostly, the reporting was
high on emotion but free of objective
facts that any serious reporter avail-
able in relevant public domain docu-
ments. In fact, most of the people
doing the reporting on social media
platforms later were only in the
courtroom briefly, if at all. That did
not stop several of them from vigor-
ously stirring the pot on Twitter later
in the day.
Several times during the proceed-
ings, the CJP was exasperated to the
point where he had to ask attendees
why the court had to make govern-
ment departments and universities
do their routine jobs and exclaimed
that no one seemed interested in per-
forming their duty.
The MoFEPT, which has been seen
eager to relegate the HEC to the role
of one of its constituent departments
in recent years, was feebly acknowl-
edging the limits of its mandate. The
HEC’s representative was professing
his inability to answer the court’s
questions for lack of responsiveness
of universities. On any other day,
both MoFEPT and HEC can always
be found eager to expand their turf,
but not that day.
The story of all public organizations
in Pakistan is the same – everyone
wants to grow their sphere of influ-
ence but not be held responsible for
their performance (or the lack
thereof).

The writer (she/her) has
a PhD in Education.

A day at the cat cafe

1. Dry Beans: Every cup of dry beans
contains 15 grams of protein and 15
grams of fiber. When soaked and
cooked, dry beans are a low-glycemic-
index food, meaning they don't raise
blood sugar quickly.5 Beans are also
good sources of magnesium, a mineral
that may play a role in glucose
metabolism and improve insulin sensi-
tivity.6 Huggins says dry beans are also
affordable and easy to prepare for deli-
cious soups, salads and bowls. Not
sure how to cook dried beans? Follow
our How to Cook Dried Beans method
to make some of our favorites, includ-
ing Sweet Potato & Black Bean Chili
and Bean Salad with Lemon-Cumin
Dressing.

2. Lentils: Like dry beans, lentils are
full of protein and fiber, providing 15.5
grams of protein and 13.5 grams of fiber
per cup.7 Research notes that the pro-
tein in these mighty and colorful pulses
may block digestive enzymes from
accessing the starch, lessening the
amount of glucose your body can absorb
from them. Our guide explains how to
make perfect lentils every time.
3. Split Peas: Split peas are dried and
halved green peas with a shorter cook-
ing time. One cup of cooked split peas
contains 16 grams of protein and 16
grams of fiber.9 Soaked and cooked split
peas contain resistant starch, which
brings down their glycemic load, lessen-
ing their blood sugar impact. Split pea

soup is a classic comfort food that can
be whipped up on the stovetop. Split
peas don't only come in the green vari-
ety—you can also use the golden-col-
ored ones to make Trinidadian Dal &
Rice, Yellow Split Pea Sambar with
Turnip, Eggplant & Okra and Swedish
Yellow Split Pea Soup with Ham.
4. Chickpeas: Fiber- and protein-
packed chickpeas have 14.5 grams of
protein and 12.5 grams of fiber for every
cup cooked.11 While they contain
starch, these beige-colored gems also
have a unique chemical makeup that
makes their starches harder to digest,
slowing down carbohydrate digestion
and absorption. The result? Potentially
lower rises in blood sugar levels.12

Try chickpeas to add color and creami-
ness to satisfying grain bowls, such as
our Turmeric Rice Bowl with Garam
Masala Root Vegetables and soups like
our Butternut Squash Soup with Avo-
cado & Chickpeas.
5. Edamame: Edamame has 18 grams
of protein and 8 grams of fiber per
cup.13 Soy products such as edamame
may positively impact blood sugar regu-
lation, influencing insulin signaling and
improving glucose uptake, metabolism
and insulin sensitivity. Conveniently sold
as a frozen item in grocery stores, you
can cook these shelled baby soybeans as
a filling ingredient in our Herbed Corn &
Edamame Succotash and Egyptian
Edamame Stew.

The 5 Plant-Based Proteins You Should Be Eating for Insulin Resistance

Lady Gaga is opening up about her
upcoming pop album, LG7, which
draws inspiration from a pivotal
time in her life that left her feeling
'unhinged'.
During an exclusive interview with
Rolling Stone, Gaga, who just
dropped Joker 2’s Harlequin, admit-
ted that her upcoming album is
“nothing like Chromatica” and will
represent a “time in her life.”
She told the outlet, "The pop album
is nothing like Chromatica. It’s a
completely different record. I don’t
know that I’m even ready to talk
about it yet, but it’s coming out
soon, and I will. What I would say is,

it’s all for me. It’s meant to be
ingested as a time in my life. “And
I’m also really excited about this
idea that I don’t have to adhere to an
era if I don’t want to. I can have a
few going at once. That feels
unhinged and more like me or
Harley. Or whoever."
In addition, the songstress revealed
that the album is heavily inspired by
her character and it does not adhere
to any one genre.
Referring to the latter as a ‘typical’
Lady Gaga record, the House of
Gucci star shared that it is destined
to blur the lines of pop music, set-
ting a record on its own.

‘Typical’ Lady Gaga makes ‘unhinged’
admission ahead of new album

Lady Gaga stays true to herself with ‘unhinged’ confession ahead of her upcoming album

WhatsApp will soon be rolling out a new fea-
ture for community announcement groups in
its latest WhatsApp beta for Android
2.24.20.34 update which is currently available
to some beta testers through the Google Play
Beta Program.
The new feature in Meta's instant
messaging app enables users to
create events, specify the date,
time and other related necessary
information about the events and
share them in group chats,
WABetaInfo reported.
This makes it easier for commu-
nity admins to share information
directly with all community members,
streamlining communication between mem-
bers of a community and its administrators.
An event can be any scheduled activity, meet-
ing, or gathering which users may organise.
The new feature proves useful when a new
user joins a community because it automati-
cally adds them to the community announce-

ment group, without needing to join addi-
tional sub-groups.
This ensures that every new member
receives information about upcoming events.
Additionally, since only admins can send

messages in announcement
groups, event details will not get
lost among other conversations
and can be easily accessed by
members. The ability to share
events in announcement groups
also allows admins to easily
reach a wider audience because,
as the primary communication
channel for communities, the

announcement group serves as a centralised
hub for all members, making it the perfect
place to post event details.
It is worth noting that this feature will make
it more convenient for community admins
to manage their groups, eradicating the
need to create the same event for multiple
group chats.

What does WhatsApp’s new
event feature do?

Dr Ayesha Razzaque

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

History of Pakistan
In alliance with Junejo’s Pakistan
Muslim League (J) (PML-J), the PPP
formed the new civilian government,
and, after three years in the opposi-
tion, Benazir Bhutto returned to the
premiership.
The PML-J helped the PPP take con-
trol of the Punjab, an objective that
Bhutto could not attain in her earlier

administration. Nonetheless, Nawaz
Sharif’s party was able to form coali-
tion provincial governments in
Balochistan and the North-West
Frontier Province. The power, how-
ever, was in Bhutto’s hands, and it
was for her to determine the coun-
try’s course. Having spoken of
democracy for so long, it was the

prime minister’s task to realize what
had escaped her grasp during her
previous administration. Moreover,
Bhutto had the good fortune of hav-
ing one of her own party, Farooq
Leghari, assume the office of the
president. Yet, the country remained
economically unstable, and Pakista-
nis were far from developing a gen-

uine civil society. Bhutto, favoured
by the Americans, had to juggle rela-
tions with them and the Pakistani
people: Pakistan came under U.S.
pressure to freeze Pakistan’s popular
nuclear program and to reach a set-
tlement over Kashmir.

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD: The Standing Committee of the
National Assembly on Law and Justice recom-
mended the passage of law extending the job quota
for the underdeveloped areas by the National
Assembly.
The meeting of the standing committee was held
under the chairmanship of MNA Chaudhry Mah-
mood Bashir Virk at the Parliament House on Fri-
day.
The committee considered the Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, 2024 (Article 27), moved by MNA Aliya
Kamran. After thorough discussions, the committee,
by majority vote, recommended that the bill be
passed by the National Assembly.
According to the statement of objects and reasons
for the bill, a quota for jobs was proposed in the
Constitution to support development and provide
opportunities to people in underdeveloped areas.
After 40 years, these areas remain significantly
backward; therefore, this amendment aims to
extend the quota period to create more opportuni-
ties for residents of less developed regions.
discussed the Legal Aid and Justice Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, and after detailed delibera-
tions, it recommended that the bill be passed by the
National Assembly.
The bill aims to shift the administrative control of
the Legal Aid and Justice Authority (LAJA) from the
Ministry of Human Rights to the Ministry of Law and
Justice.
The institutional linkages of the Ministry of Law and
Justice with other law officers and commissions
under the administrative control of the Law and Jus-
tice Division, as well as with bar councils and asso-
ciations, will enable LAJA to fulfil its mandate more
effectively.
The standing committee deferred consideration of
the Constitution Amendment Bill, 2024 (Article 25),
moved by Dr. Nafisa Shah, and the Constitution
Amendment Bill, 2024 (Articles 51 & 106), moved by
Naveed Aamir Jeeva.
The committee also did not consider the National
Accountability (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Ordinance
No. VI of 2024) (Government Bill), and deferred it
at the request of the ministry.
Moreover, the committee did not consider the Con-
stitution Amendment Bill, 2024 (Article 9-A), moved
by Amjad Ali Khan, MNA, and deferred it due to the
non-availability and request of the mover.
Due to a lack of time, the committee did not con-
sider several other bills, including the Constitution
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Article 184), the Constitu-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Articles 51, 59, and
106), the Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Arti-
cles 177, 193, and 208), the Contempt of Court
(Repeal) Bill, 2024 (moved by Noor Alam Khan), the
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Article 198)
(moved by Changaze Ahmad Khan), the Constitu-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Articles 175A & 215)
(moved by Asad Qaiser), and the High Courts
(Establishment) (Amendment) Bill, 2024 (Article 4
of the President’s Order No. 8 of 1970) (moved by
Sohail Sultan). These bills were deferred until the
next meeting. DNA

NA body for
passing law to
extend job
quota system

RAWALPINDI: In anticipation of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) protest, the administration has
sealed major locations in Rawalpindi,
blocked entry points, and deployed heavy contin-
gents of law enforcement. To prevent PTI’s protest at
Liaqat Bagh, the Rawalpindi administration has
placed containers, effectively sealing off the city.
No traffic is allowed to enter, causing difficulties for res-
idents due to road closures. TheRangers and thousands
of police personnel have been deployed at various
points. Law enforcement agencies have been heavily
deployed across the city. Liaqat Bagh has been com-
pletely sealed off, and Section 144 has been enforced
throughout the city, banning all kinds of gatherings,
protests, and public displays of weapons. Meanwhile,
the metro bus service has been partially suspended.
Additionally, the route from Faizabad to Marrir
Chowk has been completely sealed. All entry points
to Murree Road, including Liaqat Bagh Chowk, Com-
mittee Chowk, Asghar Mall Chowk, Chandni Chowk,
Rehmanabad Chowk, Sadiqabad Chowk, and
Shamsabad Double Road, have been blocked. Liaqat
Bagh has been locked and sealed.
Small streets leading into Murree Road have been
sealed with barbed wire. Two government offices in
Liaqat Bagh have also been sealed. Educational insti-
tutions on Liaqat Road and Iqbal Road, along with
hotels, have been closed, and rooms vacated.
Even morning walkers have been denied access to
Liaqat Bagh. Ambulances are also barred from enter-
ing Murree Road and allied hospitals, with police and
prisoner vans stationed at all intersections.
Moreover, bicycles are completely banned from
entering Liaqat Bagh. Breakfast shops and tandoors
(bakeries) on Liaqat Road are also closed. Police offi-
cers armed with tear gas shells have been stationed,
and the metro bus stations are secured by police,
with the service completely suspended. INP

Affectees of sector I-12
urge CDA Chairman for
immediate assistance

ISLAMABAD: Affectees of Capital Sector I-12 have
made a heartfelt plea to the Chairman of the Capital
Development Authority (CDA) regarding
the recent demolition of their homes, which has left
many families displaced and vulnerable.
In a message shared with the media, Nafees Ahmad
Mughal, a resident of Sector I-12, expressed the
despair felt by the community: "The houses in our
area have been demolished, rendering us helpless.
We were promised plots in exchange for our homes,
but so far, no positive response has been received."
The demolitions have affected not just the adults but
also children, elderly, and women, forcing them to
live under the open sky and seek refuge wherever
they can. Many families are struggling to cope with
the loss of their ancestral lands and the disruption of
their lives. "We appeal to the Chairman CDA to
understand our plight and take immediate action to
resolve our issues. Our hope lies in your support,"
Mughal emphasized. Residents of Sector I-12 includ-
ing Banaris, Ashfaq and Rizwan are now looking
towards the CDA for assistance, believing that their
future depends on the Chairman’s intervention.

Pindi major
locations sealed,

entry points blocked

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein Mullick, renowned
peace activist and wife of jailed Senior Kashmiri leader
Mohammad Yasin Malik Saturday expressed her grati-
tude to Pakistan's Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif for
his unwavering support of Kashmir at the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
In her video message on the national TV news, she
acknowledged the Prime Minister's efforts to raise
world awareness about the human rights violations in
Kashmir and his unwavering commitment to the Kash-
miri people's right to self-determination.
She praised that the Prime Minister effectively high-
lighted India's terrorism in Kashmir at the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
The Prime Minister's address emphasized India's role
in perpetuating violence in the region, which has led
to numerous human rights violations, she added.
She said Pakistan's Prime Minister has exposed the
sham elections in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) and highlighted the illegitimacy
of the Indian army's presence, which numbers over 1
million troops. APP

Mushaal thanks Pakistan’s
PM for championing

Kashmir cause

ISLAMABAD Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a meeting with
Ambassador of Republic of Korea Park Kijun. (Story on page 1)

NEW YORK: Quadrilateral meeting of the for-
eign ministers of Pakistan, Iran, Russia and
China on the issue of Afghanistan was held in
New York, hosted by the Islamic Republic of
Iran.
The meeting was held in the presence of the

foreign ministers of Iran, China and Russia,
Abbas Araghchi, Wang Yi and Sergei Lavrov
as well as Pakistan’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif.
It focused on coordinating efforts to interact
with Afghan authorities in order to promote

peace and stability in this country.
Earlier on September 18, Iran’s Ambassador
and Permanent Representative to the UN
Amir Saeid Iravani had criticized the interna-
tional community for its failure to support
Afghanistan’s neighbours, including Iran,
which he said are bearing the burnt of the
ongoing challenges in Afghanistan that have
led to mass migration from the country.
“We take note of the Secretary-General's
recent report (S/2024/644) which underscores
the severe economic and humanitarian chal-
lenges, with 23.7 million people still in need
of assistance,” he added.
As of 30 August, the Afghanistan Humanitar-
ian Needs and Response Plan for 2024 has
secured only 24.9% of the required $3.06 bil-
lion, leaving millions, especially women and
children, deeply impacted, he noted.
This situation remains a serious concern for
neighbouring countries directly affected by
the humanitarian crisis, he stressed.
Since the US’s irresponsible withdrawal in
August 2021, mass migration from
Afghanistan has placed a heavy burden on
our country, already strained by unlawful uni-
lateral sanctions, Iravani stated. INP

Pakistan, Iran, China,
Russian ministers discuss
Afghanistan in New York

ISLAMABAD: The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has stressed the need of a fairer taxation
system in Pakistan with participation of all sec-
tors.
The IMF’s Executive Board in a statement on
Saturday emphasized for “sustained implemen-
tation” of the new $7 billion bailout package, as
well as broadening of the tax base, following its
approval of the 37-month Extended Fund Facil-
ity (EFF) for Pakistan, under which it has dis-
bursed a $1bn tranche.
The government has agreed to the unpopular
reforms, including widening its chronically low
tax base.
“The IMF stressed the importance of additional
revenue mobilisation efforts by broadening the
tax base and enhancing tax administration.”
The IMF has urged for strict implementation of
the anti-money laundering framework, curbing
corruption in government departments and
power sector reforms.
The IMF also stressed the need of better gover-

nance in government departments and persis-
tent reform. It has urged for reforms in energy
sector and timely adjustment of power prices.
The lending institution has said that the busi-
nesses required equal opportunities and pro-
ductivity of all sectors.
The IMF board highlighted the new program
would “require sound policies and reforms to
support the ongoing efforts to strengthen
macroeconomic stability, address deep struc-
tural challenges, and create conditions for a
stronger, more inclusive, and resilient growth”.
The IMF board noted, “despite progress, Pak-
istan’s vulnerabilities and structural challenges
remain formidable”.
“A difficult business environment, weak gover-
nance, and an outsized role of the state hinder
investment, which remains very low compared
to peers, while the tax base remains too narrow
to ensure tax fairness, fiscal sustainability and
meet Pakistan’s large social and development
spending needs. APP

IMF urges fairer taxation system,
broadening of tax base in Pakistan

BEIJING: Pakistan’s Ambassador to China,
Khalil Hashmi, has underscored the Great
Wall’s symbolic significance in China’s cultural
heritage as a representation of resilience and
strength while recalling Pakistan’s 1989 contri-
bution to its (Wall’s) restoration as a symbol of
their ironclad friendship.
Speaking at the inauguration of the exhibition
marking the 40th anniversary of “Love Our
China, Repair the Great Wall” at the Badaling
section near Beijing, Hashmi drew parallels
between the Great Wall and Pakistan’s ancient
city of Taxila, a center of Buddhism, as well as
the Indus Valley Civilization, emphasizing the

shared historical and cultural ties between the
two nations.
Ambassador Khalil Hashmi underlined that
Pakistan and China have always enjoyed a
unique and time-tested friendship based on
mutual respect, trust, and a desire to grow
together.
He underlined that the partnership between the
two countries is enriched by a deep cultural
understanding that goes beyond economic and
political cooperation.
He analogized the friendship between Pakistan
and China to the Great Wall–strong, unbreak-
able, stable, and enduring. He reaffirmed the
commitment to continue building on this foun-
dation by expanding collaboration in diverse
fields, from trade and infrastructure to cultural
exchange.
Among others, the event was attended by Chi-
nese scholars and leaders, including Bian Jin-
ping, a member of the 12th National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC), who discussed the Great
Wall’s role as a symbol of international
resilience and creativity. In their welcoming
note, they also appreciated Pakistan’s contribu-
tion to the preservation of the Great Wall.

Pak envoy emphasizes cultural
significance of the Great Wall

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistani and
Indian delegates engaged in a sharp
verbal duel at the United Nations Fri-
day night, after Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif drew the world commu-
nity’s attention to India’s policy of
“brutal coercion and oppression” in
occupied Kashmir and the “exter-
nally financed” terrorism against
Pakistan, specially by TTP and its
associates.
The Indian delegate, Bhavika Man-
galanandan, reacted to the Pakistani
prime minister’s strong speech in the
79th session of the UN General
Assembly earlier in the day in which
he referred to New Delhi’s threats
and arms build-up, warning that Pak-
istan will respond “most decisively”
to any Indian aggression.
Ms. Mangalanandan, a first secretary
in the Indian Mission to the UN,
claimed that Jammu and Kashmir
was an internal matter of India, and
accused Pakistan of cross-border ter-
rorism. She also commented on
some of Pakistan’s domestic matters.
Exercising his right of reply, Pak-
istani delegate Muhammad Faheem
dismissed his Indian counterpart’s
“false narrative”, asserting that
Jammu and Kashmir is an interna-

tionally recognized disputed terri-
tory. “It has never been, nor will ever
be, a part of India, nor is it an inter-
nal matter.”
The UN Security Council has
unequivocally called for a free and
impartial plebiscite to enable the
Kashmiri people to exercise their
inalienable right to self-determina-
tion, he said, adding that India was
obligated to honour that decision.
“Yet, instead of honouring its obliga-
tions, India has chosen the path of
repression, subjecting the legitimate
aspirations of the Kashmiri people
for self-determination through a bru-
tal and oppressive occupation,”
Faheem, a third secretary in the Pak-
istan Mission to the UN, said.
“India’s illegal and unilateral actions
of 5 August 2019 further intensified
this occupation, with nearly one mil-
lion soldiers deployed to suppress
the Kashmiris’ legitimate right.”
India’s crimes in Kashmir are
“heinous and committed with
impunity”, with innocent civilians
targeted through staged encounters,
extrajudicial killings, and collective
punishment.
“Entire villages have been razed, the
entire Kashmiri political leaders

remain incarcerated, and a media
blackout continues to stifle indepen-
dent voices,” the Pakistani delegate
said, pointing out that, “This is the
largest military occupation in the
world, where over 8 million Kash-
miris live in a perpetual state of siege
and terror.”
The UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights and over a dozen UN
Special Rapporteurs have docu-
mented these widespread violations,
and called for the investigation of
human rights violations in occupied
Kashmir, he pointed out, noting
India’s consistent denial of their
access to the occupied territory.
Rejecting baseless allegations of ter-
rorism, Faheem remarked, “It is
ironic that a country, which uses ter-
rorism as an instrument of state pol-
icy against its neighbours, should
attempt to point fingers at others.
India, which has been sponsoring ter-
rorism and orchestrating assassina-
tion campaigns worldwide, is hardly
in a position to lecture others on the
issue.”
For decades, he said, India has been
the primary perpetrator, supporter,
and financier of terrorism, sponsor-
ing outfits such as the Tehrik-i-Tal-

iban Pakistan (TTP) and the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)
that have claimed the lives of thou-
sands of innocent Pakistanis.
“Pakistan has shared irrefutable evi-
dence of India’s involvement in ter-
rorism with the international com-
munity.”
The arrest and conviction of Kulb-
hushan Jadhav, a serving Indian
naval officer and an operative of
India’s intelligence agency RAW, is
irrefutable evidence of India’s state-
sponsored terrorism, including tar-
geted assassinations in Pakistan, he
said.
“Now, the Indian terrorist franchise
has gone global with assassinations
and attempted murders of political
dissidents on North American soil.”
Referring to the events of 1971, the
Pakistani delegate said those were
not a question of genocide but of
India’s foreign aggression and attack
on the national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Pakistan. “I would
like to request the Indian delegation
to refer to the General Assembly res-
olution of December 1971 which
upheld the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Pakistan against the for-
eign invasion.” APP

Pakistan, India delegates clash over terrorism
and Kashmir following PM Shehbaz’s
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LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif and Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif met with
Japan's Ambassador Mitsuhiro Wada here on
Saturday.
The discussions focused on mutual interests,
enhancing bilateral relations, and increasing
cooperation across various sectors.
PML-N President Nawaz Sharif emphasized
their commitment to further expanding the
excellent relations between Pakistan and
Japan, highlighting Japan's prominence in the
global arena due to its hard work and dedica-

tion. CM Maryam Nawaz expressed interest in
boosting the bilateral trade volume and praised
Japan's collaboration with the Punjab govern-
ment in improving education, health, and urban
facilities.
The CM noted the significant potential for
investment in Punjab across sectors such as
education, health, and energy, stating that the
government is providing a conducive environ-
ment and incentives for investment.
The Japanese ambassador expressed a desire
to further enhance relations with Pakistan.
DNA

Japanese Ambassador calls
on Nawaz, Maryam


	1
	2
	3
	4

