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PM Shehbaz credits
the approval of the
26th Amendment to
all coalition parties

Bilawal Bhutto expresses
his commitment to standing
with the govt in support of
Parliament & democracy

VOM Report

LAHORE: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has described the passage of
the 26th Constitutional Amendment as historic dur-
ing a meeting with Prime Minister Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday.

Bilawal Bhutto was accompanied by former prime
minister Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, Punjab Governor Sar-
dar Saleem Haider Khan, Syed Naveed Qamar and
Murtaza Wahab Siddiqui while Prime Minister's Advi-
sor Rana Sanaullah Khan, National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and Law Minister Senator
Chaudhry Azam Nazeer Tarar Advocate were also
reported to have attended the meeting.

During the meeting, Bilawal Bhutto emphasised the
need to work together for the strengthening of
democracy and parliament, stating that the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment will be effective in curbing
undemocratic forces.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif credited the approval
of the 26th Amendment to all coalition parties, reaf-
firming their commitment to public service. He noted
that positive economic indicators are leading to a
noticeable decrease in inflation.

Bilawal Bhutto expressed his commitment to stand-
ing with the government in support of Parliament and
democracy.

Four terrorists in two

separate operations
in KP Province: ISPR

RAWALPINDI: On 26/ 27 October 2024, four terror-
ists were killed by the security forces in two sepa-
rate operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province.
According to a statement issued by the ISPR on Sun-
day, an intelligence based operation was conducted
in North Waziristan District and after intense
exchange of fire, two terrorists including Kharji
Insaf Ullah were killed.

In another encounter in Khyber District, own troops
effectively engaged the terrorist location and resul-
tantly two terrorists were killed, while three got
injured.

Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from
killed terrorists, who remained actively involved in
numerous terrorist activities against the law
enforcement agencies as well as the innocent civil-
ians.

Sanitization of the area is being carried out to elim-
inate any other terrorist found in the area as secu-
rity forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out
the menace of terrorism from the country. PR
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Aurangzeb appreciates
diaspora for bolstering
Pak-US economic ties

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb appreciated Pakistani diaspora
community on their valuable contributions
in bolstering economic, business and invest-
ment ties between Pakistan and the United
States.

During an interaction with diaspora leaders,
the minister briefed them on the socio-eco-
nomic developments in Pakistan and shared
details of his weeklong engagements in
Washington DC, according to press release
issued by finance ministry here Sunday.
The minister, during an interaction with
Pakistani-American tech entrepreneurs,
identified IT as one of the burgeoning sec-
tors of the economy and informed that Pak-
istan ranked among top 5 countries in terms
of freelancing.

He highlighted the contribution of IT sector
to the rising exports of the country and
informed that digital ecosystem was being
enabled through a broad range of legislative,
policy, regulatory and operational initia-
tives.

He expressed satisfaction over the outcome
of his engagements with different stakehold-
ers on the sidelines of the Annual Meetings
2024 and underlined the importance of stay-
ing the course on reforms.

The minister also met with the President of
AIIB, Jin Liqun and acknowledged the
Bank’s support to Pakistan, particularly in
dealing with the aftermath of the devastat-
ing floods of 2022.

He recalled his previous visit to China

where he interacted with the management
of Peoples Bank of China (PBOC). He indi-
cated that government wanted to diversify
its financing base and explore the possibil-
ity of issuing a panda bond with partial
credit guarantee of AIIB.

He added that engaging AIIB as an anchor to
support the process would send out a strong
signal to the market.

The option of a no-deal roadshow first fol-
lowed by a deal roadshow was also dis-
cussed.

He expressed satisfaction over the progress
of portfolio of AIIB projects in Pakistan and
further efforts to improve the disbursement
of ongoing projects.

On the infrastructure side, he invited AIIB to
invest in N-5 (GT Road) reconstruction pro-
ject and also provide support in terms of
program loan for dealing with the impacts of
climate change and disaster preparedness.
He also welcomed the upcoming visit of
Vice President (Operations) wherein issues
of mutual interest would be discussed and
portfolio of ongoing projects reviewed and
pipeline firmed up.

He invited the President to visit Pakistan
which he accepted at mutually convenient
dates to be decided later.

India continued to
commit severe human
rights abuses and
imposes oppressive
laws to tighten its grip
over Kashmir’s land
and resources

"~ Federal Minister for
Law, Senator

Azam Nazeer Tarar

Price Rs 8| Pages 4

Lasting peace in
S. Asia hinges upon
just, peaceful
resolution of Kashmir

issue: DPM Dar

ISLAMABAD:
Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign
Minister Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on
Sunday said that
Pakistan remained
committed to pro-
moting peace in
South Asia and
sought constructive
relations with all 8 4
neighbors, however, lasting peace in the region
could not be realized without a just and peaceful
settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, in
line with the UNSC resolutions and the aspirations
of Kashmiri people.

“Pakistan stands in unwavering solidarity with the
Kashmiri people in their struggle and will continue
to provide its full political, moral and diplomatic
support to the realization of their inalienable right
to self-determination,” the deputy prime minis-
ter/foreign minister said on the observance of Kash-
mir Black Day.

He said October 27 marked a somber turning point
in the history of Jammu and Kashmir. On this day,
seventy-seven years ago, the Indian forces landed in
Srinagar, marking the beginning of a prolonged and
painful chapter for the region.

Over the past seven decades, India has employed
various strategies to strengthen its control over
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), he added. However, since August 5, 2019,
they had witnessed an accelerated effort to under-
mine the internationally recognized disputed status
of IIOJK and to marginalize the rights and voices of
the Kashmiri people.

“The actions taken by Indian authorities, including
attempts to alter the demographic and political
landscape of the territory, stand in direct violation
of the relevant UN Security Council resolutions and
the Fourth Geneva Convention. Despite these mea-
sures, the resolve of the Kashmiri people remains
undeterred,” a press release quoted the deputy
prime minister as saying.

Today, Dar said the region was witnessing an inten-
sification of repression. Thousands of political lead-
ers and activists remained behind bars, with 14
political parties effectively banned. Draconian
emergency and counter terrorism laws granted
Indian forces sweeping powers, enabling them to
arrest or eliminate any individual and destroy prop-
erty at will, he added.

The deputy prime minister/foreign minister further
said that nonetheless, the spirit and determination
of the Kashmiri people endured, as they continued
their peaceful struggle for justice and self-determi-
nation.

“While elections for the Legislative Assembly of
IIOJK have recently been conducted, any such exer-
cise, carried out under the framework of the Indian
Constitution and amidst an overwhelming military
presence, cannot be considered a substitute for the
legitimate right to self-determination of the Kash-
miri people,” he stressed. DNA

Kashmiris dream of freedom
will become a reality soon: Tarar

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, National Heritage, and
Culture, Attaullah Tarar, on Sunday said that
October 27, 1947, was the darkest day in the
history of the subcontinent, as on that day India
illegally occupied the state of Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJ&K).

In his message on October 27, Black Day of
Kashmiris, he said on that day, India illegally
annexed Jammu and Kashmir by landing its
troops against the wishes of Kashmiris, the fed-
eral minister for information said.

"Despite the atrocities and brutal policies of the
Indian fascist government, the valiant Kashmiri
people are fighting bravely for their freedom,"
said the minister.

Attaullah Tarar expressed his belief that Kash-
miris would soon reach their destination and
their dream of freedom would become a real-
ity.

He said, "Kashmiri people will never accept
India's usurpation of occupied Jammu and

Kashmir."

He maintained that Pakistan was a strong sup-
porter of Kashmiris' right to self-determination.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's bold stand on
the Kashmir issue was a strong expression of
Pakistan's unwavering commitment to the
Kashmir cause and its desire for a just and
peaceful solution to the long-standing conflict,
he remarked.

Tarar said Pakistan had never backed down
from advocating the legitimate cause of Kash-
miris at international forums.

"Pakistan always stands with the Kashmiri peo-
ple and will continue to support their right to
self-determination," he added.

"The only acceptable solution to the Kashmir
dispute issue is a plebiscite under the supervi-
sion of the United Nations," he said. The minis-
ter urged the international community to play
its role to find a peaceful solution to the Kash-
mir issue and pressurize India to stop gross
human rights violations in Kashmir. APP

October 27 Blackest
Day in Kashmir’s
history: Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives,  Professor
Ahsan Igbal said here on
Sunday that October 27,
1947 was the darkest day
in the history of occupied
Kashmir when India illegally occupied the region.

In a message on Kashmir Black Day, the federal min-
ister said, the decades-long oppression and brutality
against Kashmiris were unbearable. He said, freedom
was the fundamental right of Kashmiris, and Pakistan
stands with them in their struggle.

He said that India has blatantly violated United
Nations resolutions, denying Kashmiris their right to
self-determination.

“We will continue to provide moral, political, and
diplomatic support to the Kashmiri people,” he said
and appealed to the international community to play
its role in ensuring peace and security in the region.

Pakistan reaffirms solidarity with the
people of J&K on the 77th anniversary of
the arrival of Indian troops

ISLAMABAD: On the 77th anniversary of the
arrival of Indian troops in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Government and people of Pakistan reiterate
their unwavering solidarity with the people of
Kashmir. According to a statement issued by For-
eign Office Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
on Sunday, in their messages on this solemn
occasion, the President, Prime Minister, and
Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister of Pak-
istan have reaffirmed the nation’s steadfast
moral, political, and diplomatic support for the
Kashmiri people’s right to self-determination.

She said that the Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign
Minister has addressed letters to the leadership
of the United Nations and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), highlighting the
ongoing situation in Illegally Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). He has called for
the full implementation of relevant UN Security
Council resolutions and urged international
action to address human rights concerns, includ-
ing the release of Kashmiri political prisoners

and dissenters.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said that additionally, the
Foreign Secretary has briefed Islamabad-based
diplomatic missions on the multifaceted legal,
security, and human rights dimensions of the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute, underscoring Pak-
istan’s commitment to seeking a just resolution.
FO Spokesperson said that in a display of soli-
darity, a 'Solidarity Walk' took place in Islam-
abad on Sunday along Constitution Avenue to
D-Chowk, led by the Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, Engineer Amir
Mugam, and Parliamentary Secretary for For-
eign Affairs, Dr. Shezra Mansab Ali Khan Kharal.
Across Pakistan, a series of events, including
public rallies, seminars, and photo exhibitions,
were organized to honor the Kashmiris' strug-
gle. Pakistani and Kashmiri diaspora communi-
ties actively participated, and Pakistan’s diplo-
matic missions worldwide hosted special events
to raise global awareness about the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute SABAH

Romina Khurshid for regional Climate Action Data Bank for evidence-based climate response

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister’s Coordi-
nator on Climate Change, Romina Khur-
shid Alam has reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to boost regional collabo-
ration among the Vulnerable Twenty
(V20) Group, representing 70 countries
from the most climate-vulnerable
regions and pledged her all-out support
to set up V20 Climate Action Data Bank
she proposed during a recent high-level
meeting with representatives of the V20
member countries.

“Establishing the proposed data bank
would be indeed a groundbreaking ini-
tiative to consolidate data on climate
risks, economic losses and financial
resilience-building needs of the V20
group member countries,” the PM’s cli-
mate aide said in a press statement
issued here on Sunday.

She offered her country’s willingness to
play the lead role in mobilising V20

group member countries to set up the
crucial data bank.

Romina Khurshid Alam said further that
this centralised platform would aim to
empower V20 nations to effectively cope
with adverse fallouts of climate change
by providing the critical evidence-based
information needed for informed deci-
sion-making and resource mobilization
from available climate regional and
international funding channels for the

result-oriented climate actions through
adaptation and mitigation efforts.

The Vulnerable Twenty (V20) Group is a
coalition of finance ministers from coun-
tries highly susceptible to climate
change impacts. Established in October
2015 in Lima, Peru, the V20 aims to pro-
mote greater investment in climate
resilience and low-emission develop-
ment.

As of October 2024, the V20 comprises
70 member countries from Africa, Asia,
the Caribbean, Latin America and the
Pacific, collectively representing over
1.7 billion people and accounting for just
5% share in the total heat-trapping global
carbon emissions.

The PM’s climate aide said that today
the V20 countries, comprising more than
1.7 billion people, are disproportionately
affected by climate change. Many of
these nations grapple with rising sea lev-
els, extreme weather events and rapid
environmental degradation that threaten
their economies, essential infrastruc-

tures, populations and livelihoods.
Given the V20 country’s heightened cli-
mate vulnerability, the new data bank is
inevitable to enhance access to reliable
data to strengthen climate resilience
strategies and leverage international
funding,” she underlined.

“Indeed, the proposed V20 Data Bank
would be a major step forward in our
collective efforts to safeguard our vul-
nerable communities, economies and
critical infrastructure from the devastat-
ing impacts of climate change,” the PM’s
climate aide Romina Khurshid Alam
emphasised, “By centralizing data and
making it widely accessible for decision-
makers, policymakers and planners, we
can ensure that every dollar is well
spent and every action is informed by
the best available evidence.”

She said further that while climate
finance needs to flow faster and with
precision, this crucial data bank would
be also helpful to eliminate barriers and
expedite funding flows from various

regional and international funding chan-
nels such as the Green Climate Fund,
Adaptation Fund, and Loss and Damage
Fund to where it's needed most.
Highlighting the importance of the data
bank of the world’s most climate-vulnera-
ble countries including Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,
Mangolia, Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan Philip-
pines , the PM’s climate aide remarked
that the proposed V20 data bank would
also be instrumental to enhance regional
cooperation by facilitating the sharing of
critical climate-related data and resources
aimed at improving understanding of vul-
nerabilities and risks, enabling countries
to develop sectoral and country-needs-tai-
lored strategies for climate resilience
through mitigation and adaptation efforts.
She also highlighted that by pooling
data, V20 member countries can engage
in joint risk analysis, promote innovative
financial mechanisms and coordinate
responses to climate challenges more
effectively.

“With this new and crucial collaborative
approach, the V20 countries can also
strengthen collective resilience efforts,
ensuring that countries can better pre-
pare for and respond to climate impacts,
ultimately fostering sustainable develop-
ment across the region,” PM’s climate
aide said.

“By enhancing risk management, timely
informed decision-making and strength-
ening regional cooperation can also help
attract investment and yield economic
benefits”, she highlighted.

Romina Khurshid Alam said that access
to comprehensive climate data could
also effectively assist in negotiating bet-
ter on terms with international financing
institutions such as the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund for debt-for-nature
swaps, debt relief or restructuring to
alleviate fiscal pressures and enabling
governments to allocate resources
toward development and resilience ini-
tiatives rather than debt servicing.
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Stuck in the shadows

NIGHAT DAD & SEERAT KHAN

or the 14th consecutive year, Pakistan ranks as ‘Not Free’ on Freedom House’s Free-
dom on the Net (FoTN) report, with greater internet outages and restrictions on the
internet. The question we ask ourselves for the 14th consecutive year is: how did
we get here? As of August 2024, Pakistan’s mobile broadband penetration rate
reached 56.72 per cent, while overall broadband penetration stood at 58.19 per cent, accord-
ing to the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Telecom Indicator. Despite an
improvement in internet penetration rates in the country, internet outages and social media
platform disruptions remain at an all-time high within the country. These blanket shutdowns
have not only proved to violate fundamental freedoms such as the right to freedom of speech
under Article 19-A, and right to freedom of association under Article 17 but have also signif-
icantly damaged the gig economy and tech sector within Pakistan.
In the first half of 2024, Pakistan ranked second among nine countries that imposed internet
and platform restrictions before, during, and after elections, according to SharkTank’s Internet
Shutdown Tracker. These widespread shutdowns have had a substantial economic impact,
causing a loss of $237.6 million in 2023 alone, and affecting 83 million people. As a result, Pak-
istan now ranks seventh among countries suffering the most economic damage from internet
shutdowns, highlighting the growing concern over the financial toll of these disruptions. Despite
the significant economic losses caused by internet shutdowns, Pakistan has continued to expe-
rience periodic shutdowns and throttled internet speeds in 2024. This has been linked to the
alleged deployment of a new web monitoring system and firewall by the PTA, aimed at manag-
ing content and blocking applications and websites deemed non-compliant with the law. The
government’s denial of these shutdowns, its varying statements, and then its shifting of the
blame on VPN usage and damaged submarine cables shows the lack of concern on the part of
the state and the declining rights of citizens within the country. In contrast to the government’s
denial, the Wireless and Internet Service Providers Association of Pakistan (WISPAP) has
reported a 3040 per cent decline in internet speeds, which has significantly impacted the coun-
try’s digital economy. Business associations and freelancers, in particular, have expressed frus-
tration over these disruptions, including restricted access to essential communication platforms
like WhatsApp. Amidst these challenges, along with X (formerly Twitter) remaining banned in
Pakistan since February 2024, the Freedom on the Net report’s ranking of Pakistan’s internet
freedom stands valid. The report has noted that some restrictive regimes, traditionally among
the worst offenders, have shown some signs of improvement. However, Pakistan’s ranking
remains unchanged, with concerns that it may drop further in the future due to the state of the
internet and declining rights of users in the country. Internet infrastructure restrictions and dis-
ruptions are only one factor contributing to Pakistan’s declining internet freedom rankings.
Equally important is the rise in disinformation and technology-facilitated gender-based violence
(TFGBV), which has significantly narrowed the online space for women and marginalised
groups to express themselves freely. During the elections, the widespread use of deep fake
images, videos, and audio targeting women political candidates and journalists, further eroded
trust in the internet and contributed to a sense of disillusionment for users. This disenchant-
ment among users has continued to grow, particularly in the wake of persistent disinformation
cycles following the elections. A recent incident involving protests over an alleged rape case at
the Punjab Group of Colleges highlighted the catastrophic consequences of this
dis/misinformation. The overwhelming flow of information, coupled with a restrictive online
environment with offline implications for users has fostered an atmosphere of uncertainty
online and unfortunately. Little effort has been made to build resources for fact-checking and
debunking claims and news. As of now, Pakistan's state of digital rights and human rights remain
an area of concern — not just from an optics point of view for the country but also they violate
the pledge Pakistan made with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by Pak-
istan. Recently, the Human Rights Committee (HRC)'’s response to Pakistan’s report during the
142nd session of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) review repeat-
edly raised concerns regarding internet shutdowns and declining state of freedom of expres-
sion in the country. The committee — along with the citizens of the country - is seeking a clari-
fication on what safeguards exist to ensure that the newly adopted firewalls and systems are not
enforced in ways that violate fundamental rights to freedom of expression and privacy. One
persistent issue in the report and the ICCPR review that keeps coming up over the years has
been the need for a strong data protection bill for citizens, particularly since citizens’ personal
information is being exploited through breaches and hacks. In this digital age, data is vital for
a growing and striving digital economy.
The report accurately notes the increasing reliance on regulations in online spaces by states,
a trend that Pakistan is all too familiar with as it continuously adopts new laws to limit online
freedoms. What is needed now is not more legislation or regulation, but rather independent
consultations with unbiased organisations that possess technical expertise in international
human rights frameworks essential for Pakistan’s economic growth and state of human rights.
Currently, the Freedom on the Net report serves as an opportunity for self-reflection on our
declining scores and should be a wakeup call for the government to be more transparent and
accountable regarding the declining online freedoms in the country. Online freedoms and the
digital economy are closely linked and intertwined together, and without free and unrestricted
access to the internet, we cannot fully benefit from the advancing digital economy.

Nighat Dad is the executive director of the Digital Rights Foundation.
Seerat Khan is the programs lead at the Digital Rights Foundation.
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Johnny Depp presented with lifetime

achievement award at Rome Film Festival

Maheen Shafeeq

o far, we have lived in
an era of arms control
and disarmament
efforts made during the
cold war - though we
have taken this for
granted. The international security
environment is becoming precari-
ous with every passing day.
The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists’
Doomsday Clock was two minutes
to midnight in 2019, but now it is 90
seconds to midnight. This implies
the looming risks of advertent and
inadvertent nuclear crises due to
the growing number of protracted
conflicts, geostrategic competition,
arms race and, most importantly,
weakening arms control regimes.
The ongoing escalations in the Mid-
dle East and Eastern Europe do not
appear to be reaching a point of
ceasefire anytime soon. While pre-
dicting future wars, analysts
assumed them to be intensive but
short. However, the ongoing dis-
putes are only getting intense as
they draw more actors. Iran has
become a part of the Middle Eastern
conflict while Russia has drawn
Nato allies into the square.
With Iran being part of the Middle
Eastern conflict, the international
security environment has become
dangerous. Earlier in October, the
International Monitoring Stations
(IMS) of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO)
detected two earthquakes in north-
ern Iran.
Although NorNews, an unofficial

Iranian information source, dis-
missed speculations of nuclear
tests, the subject will always remain
under scrutiny.

Similarly, Russia’s long-expected
shift in nuclear doctrine has
brought new potential targets and
reduced the threshold of use of
nuclear weapons. On September 25,
2024, Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced that an attack by a
non-nuclear weapon state (probably
Ukraine) with the support or partic-
ipation of a nuclear-armed state
(either the US, UK, France or all)
would be considered a joint attack
on the Russian Federation. While
the change in the Russian nuclear
doctrine remains open to interpreta-
tion, it increases tensions and cre-
ates ample room for uncertainty.
Although the US, Britain, and
France are still considering
Ukraine’s demands, they understand
the caution regarding placing high-
risk weapons on Ukrainian territory.
This development comes in light of
Kyiv's insistence on placing Western
long-range missiles in Ukraine to hit
targets deep inside Russia.
Regardless of the decision to place
missiles in Ukraine, the US with-
drawal from the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty and the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty leaves
little to the imagination of interna-
tional security analysts. The New
Start Treaty is the only arms control
agreement between the US and Rus-
sia that is still standing. However, it
is also set to expire in 2026, the
renewal of which could face hurdles
due to growing geostrategic compe-
tition and an arms race among
major powers.

The US, China and Russia are not
only modernizing their nuclear arse-

W Closer to midnight

nal but their stockpiles are also
growing. As of January 2024, SIPRI
estimated that the US nuclear stock-
piles grew to 3,708 while Russia’s
were estimated to be 4,380.
Although China’s nuclear stockpiles
reached 500, far less than the rest,
due to geostrategic competition, the
US insists on looping China into
arms control agreements.

The current arms control regime
does not account for the nexus of
nuclear and emerging and disrup-
tive technologies such as Al, cyber,
nanotechnology, quantum, robotics
and space. What'’s cautious is that
this introduces new regulatory and
legally binding challenges as coun-
tries are still lagging in this domain,
arguably intentionally or uninten-
tionally.

With modernisation and growing
stockpiles of nuclear arsenal comes
the demand for nuclear testing,
which was banned under the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
in 1996. Several states have contin-
ued to conduct computer simula-
tions but the urge to conduct actual
nuclear tests is increasing. With
Russia’s de-ratification last year,
and growing geostrategic competi-
tion, the urge to revert to nuclear
testing is the highest it has been
since the cold war despite the
taboo. What’s concerning is the
domino effect it could have on the
states holding back on the urge of
nuclear testing but also the ones
waiting to acquire nuclear weapons.
In South Asia, India particularly has
no desire to hold back on nuclear
testing if the option emerges.
Although India upholds a unilateral
moratorium on nuclear testing, its
emerging geopolitical stature in the
Indian Ocean brings many risks to

the region. In particular, India is
improving its nuclear triad by build-
ing strategic maritime domain
awareness and security capabilities.
India has launched
nuclear-powered ballistic missile
(SSBN) submarine while the other
two INS Arihant and INS Arighaat
are already on deep-sea patrols.
India is also building a new and
larger submarine base INS Varsha
on the eastern coast of the country
and is also expected to launch more
nuclear-powered submarines by
2028. This shows the growing
nuclear risks in South Asia.
Although India maintains a highly
doubtful No First Use policy, Pak-
istan has a clear no No First Use
policy. To address the emerging
threats from India, Pakistan has
changed its policy from Credible
Minimum Deterrence to Full Spec-
trum Deterrence, and its full range
of nuclear weapons is not only to
deter aggression but also to deliver
counter-retaliation towards target-
rich India.

This showcases that a growing
adversarial environment in South
Asia, the Gulf and Eastern Europe
brings consequences not only for
these regions but the whole world.
Although nuclear war might not be
imminent, nuclear crises including
both accidental and those spiralling
out of control could have serious
implications. This demands that
rational actors come together to
address these issues and sincerely
work together towards sustainable
efforts for global peace and stability.

its fourth

The writer is a research analyst
in emerging technologies and
international security. She
tweets/posts @MaheenShafeeq

ften rendering those areas

virtually ungovernable by

the central authorities, and

acts of violence against
religious minorities have increased.
At the time of partition in 1947, as
many as 10 million Muslim refugees
fled their homes in India and sought
refuge in Pakistan—about 8 million
in West Pakistan. Virtually an equal
number of Hindus and Sikhs were
uprooted from their land and famil-
iar surroundings in what became
Pakistan, and they fled to India.
Unlike the earlier migrations, which
took centuries to unfold, these
chaotic population transfers took
hardly one year. The resulting
impact on the life of the subconti-
nent has reverberated ever since in
the rivalries between the two coun-
tries, and each has continued to seek
a lasting modus vivendi with the
other. Pakistan and India have
fought four wars, three of which
(194849, 1965, and 1999) were over
Kashmir. Since 1998 both countries

have also possessed nuclear
weapons, further heightening ten-
sions between them.

Pakistan is bounded by Iran to the
west, Afghanistan to the northwest
and north, China to the northeast,
and India to the east and southeast.
The coast of the Arabian Sea forms
its southern border.

Get a Britannica Premium subscrip-
tion and gain access to exclusive
content. Since 1947 the Kashmir
region, along the western Himalayas,
has been disputed, with Pakistan,
India, and China each controlling
sections of the territory. Part of the
Pakistani-administered territory
comprises the so-called Azad Kash-
mir (“Free Kashmir”) region—which
Pakistan nonetheless considers an
independent state, with its capital at
Muzaffarabad.

The remainder of Pakistani-adminis-
tered Kashmir consists of Gilgit and
Baltistan, known collectively after
2009 as Gilgit-Baltistan (formerly the
Northern Areas).

Johnny Depp's 'Modi - Three Days On The Wing Of Madness' is releasing on December 5

Legendary actor Johnny Depp has just
earned himself a lifetime achievement
award at the Rome Film Festival. The
Tourist actor attended the glamorous
event for the premiere of his new direc-
torial film, Modi — Three Days On The
Wing Of Madness. He made an appear-
ance at the premiere along with the star
cast of the biological drama film. Oscar
nominated actor, while receiving the
prestigious award, made a heartwarm-
ing acceptance speech in which he
thanked all his fans and his employers.
He added: “My eternal thanks goes out
to all of you people, real people, my
employers, our employers. I am hum-
bled as without you I would not be
here or likely I would not be any-

where.” Depp, not just thanked all
around him, but also hoped that his lat-
est film inspires everyone. “I have to
salute you all because you truly have
been warriors and heroes and you are
the very reason that do continue and
want to continue to make films. I'm
very lucky to still be around and most
of you are the reason for that so thank
you. I hope that something in Modi
inspires you because you inspire me.”
The Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
actor was presented the highly privileged
honor by the directors of the film festival;
Riccardo Scamarcio and Paola Malanga.
Johnny Depp’s Modi - Three Days On
The Wing Of Madness is all set to release
in theatres on December 5, 2024.

With an increase in use of artificial intelli-
gence in our daily lives, companies are mak-
ing strenuous efforts to innovate and design
new Al models to facilitate netizens and
enhance their user experience.

In line with the ongoing Al race, global tech
giant Google is working on Al technology
capable of taking over computers, The Verge
reported citing The Information. Code-named
"Project Jarvis", the Al model, as per Reuters,
will be able to take control of a web browser
to complete tasks such as research and shop-
ping. Project Jarvis will reportedly only work
with a web browser and will be specifically
for Chrome. The Al tool will take and inter-
pret screenshots followed by clicking buttons
or entering text to assist users in automating
everyday web-based tasks.

However, the report underscores that
Google's plan to reveal Jarvis in December is
not final but in fact, is subject to change as
the company is reportedly mulling over
releasing the Al model to a small number of

Pakistan is situated at the western
end of the great Indo-Gangetic Plain.
Of the total area of the country, about
three-fifths consists of rough moun-
tainous terrain and plateaus, and the
remaining two-fifths constitutes a
wide expanse of level plain. The land
can be divided into five major
regions: the Himalayan and Karako-
ram ranges and their subranges; the
Hindu Kush and western mountains;
the Balochistan plateau; the submon-
tane plateau (Potwar Plateau, Salt
Range, trans-Indus plain, and Sialkot
area); and the Indus River plain.
Within each major division there are
further subdivisions, including a
number of desert areas.

K2 (Mount Godwin Austen), in the
Karakoram Range, viewed from the
Gilgit-Baltistan district of the Pak-
istani-administered portion of the
Kashmir region.

The Himalayas, which have long been
a physical and cultural divide
between South and Central Asia,
form the northern rampart of the sub-

continent, and their western ranges
occupy the entire northern end of
Pakistan, extending about 200 miles
(320 km) into the country. Spreading
over Kashmir and northern Pakistan,
the western Himalayan system splits
into three distinct ranges, which are,
from south to north, the Pir Panjal
Range, the Zaskar Range, and the
Ladakh Range. Farther north is the
Karakoram Range, which is a sepa-
rate system adjoining the Himalayas.
This series of ranges varies in eleva-
tion from roughly 13,000 feet (4,000
metres) to higher than 19,500 feet
(6,000 metres) above sea level. Four
of the region’s peaks exceed 26,000
feet (8,000 metres), and many rise to
heights of more than 15,000 feet
(4,500 metres). These include such
towering peaks as Nanga Parbat
(26,660 feet [8,126 metres]) and K2,
also called Godwin Austen (28,251
feet [8,611 metres]), in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

To be continued.....

Showbiz e Tlech

Is Google planning to take over
computers using artificial intelligence?

Project Jarvis will

reportedly only work with
a web browser and will be
specifically for Chrome

testers to fine-tune its product and work out
any bugs that exist.

The development comes as Microsoft-backed
OpenAl also wants its models to conduct
research by browsing the web autonomously
with the assistance of a "CUA," or a computer-
using agent, that can take actions based on its
findings. Also, the Bill Gates-founded company's
Copilot Vision will be capable of engaging in con-
versation with users about the web pages they
view. With companies scrambling to take an
edge in the race for Al supremacy, Apple Intelli-
gence is expected to be capable of having aware-
ness of what's present on the screen and carry-
ing out tasks across multiple platforms in future.

T % Health

With its addiction eating away at youth's health, fast food ‘accelerating’ puberty in girls

As aresult of young people's addiction to fast and
junk food, many are living with cardiac disorders,
and some have died prematurely from heart
attacks. Its consequences for pregnant mothers
and their unborn infants are no different.
Experts claim that fast food intake is a big con-
tributor to increased obesity, early puberty in
girls, and health complications in infants and it is
also linked to mental disorders such as anxiety
and depression.

First, we have to understand what's the difference
between junk and fast food.

Junk food includes all processed or packaged
goods that are sold in plastic bags or other pack-
aging, including your favourite snacks.
Nonetheless, all fried foods, including burgers,
fries, and fried chicken, are classified as fast food.
Both are dangerous and pose serious health haz-

unaware of this condition.

health problems.

ards. When Geo Digital sought medical profes-
sionals about the impact of junk food and fast
food on pregnant women and their unborn chil-
dren, various responses painted a disturbing pic-
ture. Girls who are consuming fast food from a
young age and becoming addicted to it are not
only reaching puberty earlier, even at the age of
6-7 years but also facing complications in con-
ceiving and during labour. Adults are increasingly
receiving diagnoses for mental health issues like
depression and anxiety. One of the most common
problems we are addressing nowadays is polycys-
tic ovary syndrome (PCOS); many women are

Dr Muzna Arif, an endocrinologist at Aga Khan
University and Hospital (AKUH), highlighted how
fast food can lead to early puberty and other

"As endocrinologists, we are increasingly noticing
signs of early puberty, particularly in girls, and
one of the leading contributing factors is the
intake of fast or processed foods. These foods
cause substantial weight gain due to their high
starch and carbohydrate levels. The higher intake
of the abovementioned macros, the higher the
insulin levels, which causes a variety of changes
in the human body. High insulin levels release and
increase another hormone called leptin, which
triggers early puberty”, she added.

She further clarified that insulin is a hormone that
triggers many chemical changes in the body.
Leptin causes early puberty in children, particu-
larly girls, resulting in premature development as
young as 6 or 7 years old. This not only impacts
their height as they age but also imposes an impact
on their overall health due to weight gain.
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Chinese ambassador
highlights regional
cooperation, security
concerns at SCO,
BRICS Summits

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Jiang
Zaidong has underscored the evolving and deepening
partnership between China and Pakistan, describing it
as a distinctive and unparalleled alliance.

Talking to a select group of journalists here at the Chi-
nese Embassy, he noted the significance of Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s participation in the 16th BRICS
Summit, held from October 22 to 24, 2024, in Kazan,
Russia, which garnered global attention, including
from Pakistan.

Referring to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), Ambassador Jiang highlighted that it was
established with China’s involvement 23 years ago and
has since expanded from 6 to 26 member states, cover-
ing a significant portion of the world’s population. He
underscored President Xi’s consistent support for
SCO’s development, adding that Xi had promoted the
organization as a platform for solidarity, mutual trust,
and regional stability at this year’s Astana Summit.
The Chinese envoy also acknowledged Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s participation in the Astana Summit,
where he discussed important initiatives aimed at
achieving common goals.

Ambassador Jiang highlighted key outcomes from the
23rd Meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of Govern-
ment, held in Pakistan from October 15-16, 2024. He
shared that according to his understanding, Chinese
Premier Li Qiang proposed several initiatives focusing
on four main areas: expanding practical cooperation
among member countries, proactively addressing
major risks, enhancing people-to-people exchanges,
and building upon the consensus reached during ear-
lier meetings.

Ambassador Jiang elaborated that these efforts align
with China’s broader vision to contribute towards
regional stability and prosperity, as articulated by
President Xi at the Astana Summit.

Turning his attention to the BRICS Summit, the ambas-
sador lauded the enlargement of BRICS, which he
described as a “milestone in the evolution of the inter-
national situation.” He reaffirmed China’s commitment
to working with Pakistan within both BRICS and the
SCO frameworks to foster closer collaboration.

In response to a question regarding Pakistan’s poten-
tial BRICS membership, the ambassador expressed
China’s desire to strengthen solidarity with Pakistan in
multilateral forums. He further highlighted the impor-
tance of media-to-media and people-to-people
exchanges between the two nations, noting that China
had organized several media delegation visits to show-
case progress on the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) and other key projects.

Ambassador Jiang stressed that CPEC had entered a
new phase of development, with cooperation extend-
ing into emerging sectors such as electric vehicles and
renewable energy.

The ambassador revealed that bilateral talks during
Premier Li Qiang’s visit had yielded concrete results,
including the signing of many cooperation documents
covering various sectors, with security cooperation as
a key focus.

He reiterated President Xi’s stance that “security is the
guarantee for development,” stressing the importance
of enhanced collaboration to protect Chinese nation-
als and projects in Pakistan. APP

Pakistan stands with Kashmiri people
in their just struggle for freedom: Munir

President urges world to take action
on HR abuses by India in II0JK

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari has
called upon the international community to
exert pressure on India to halt its ongoing
human rights abuses in the Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), allevi-
ate the suffering of Kashmiris, and implement
United Nations Security Council resolutions.
According to Kashmir Media Service, the pres-
ident in a message on the occasion of “Kash-
mir Black Day”, today, said: “Pakistan will
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with its Kashmiri
brothers and sisters until they achieve their
inalienable right to self-determination,”

The president said October 27, 1947, marked a
dark chapter in South Asian history when India
sent troops to occupy Jammu and Kashmir.
For decades, the people of Indian Illegally

Uzbek election

Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) have
endured brutal repression by Indian forces.
Over the years, he said India had transformed
IIOJK into one of the most militarised regions
in the world. Thousands of innocent Kash-
miris have been killed, while their legitimate
leaders remain imprisoned, and local media is
heavily censored, he lamented.

Furthermore, the president emphasized that
the United Nations Security Council had
repeatedly affirmed the right of the Kashmiri
people to self-determination through a fair
and impartial plebiscite.

Yet, he said India continued to defy these res-
olutions and deny Kashmiris their fundamen-
tal rights. “Since August 5, 2019, India has fur-
ther escalated its occupation by stripping
IIOJK of its special status and implementing
measures to alter its demographic and politi-
cal landscape. These actions are part of a

chief welcomes

Pakistani senators as observers,
emphasizes growing cooperation

ISLAMABAD: Senate Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs Chairman, Senator Irfan Sid-
diqui has met with Chief of the Central Election
Commission of Uzbekistan, Zayniddin
Nizamkhdjaev during an official visit.

The Pakistani delegation, led by Senator Irfan
Siddiqui and comprising Senator Sarmad Ali
and Senator Amir Chishti, is in Uzbekistan at

the invitation of the Uzbek Election Commis-
sion, serving as international observers for the
parliamentary elections. Nizamkhdjaev warmly
welcomed the delegation and expressed appre-
ciation for their participation as observers. He
highlighted the strong bilateral ties between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan, emphasizing the
importance of collaboration across multiple

broader strategy to consolidate control and
suppress the Kashmiri Freedom Movement.”
He said despite these oppressive tactics, the
resilient people of Kashmir remained stead-
fast in their struggle for freedom. “We strongly
condemn India’s ongoing atrocities and reaf-
firm our unwavering moral, diplomatic, and
political support for the Kashmiri people’s just
cause”, he added.

President Zardari pointed out that the recent
developments in the Middle East were a stark
reminder that long-standing disputes should
not be allowed to fester. Violating interna-
tional law and pushing disputes under the rug
does not guarantee lasting peace, he said.
“Three generations of Kashmiris have waited
for the world, especially the United Nations,
to deliver them their right to self-determina-
tion. The world can no longer ignore its
responsibility,” the president added.

sectors. The delegation visited various polling
stations, where they observed a well-organized
electoral process. The delegation leader, Sena-
tor Irfan Siddiqui praised Uzbekistan’s hospital-
ity, and arrangements. He conveyed their deep
sense of connection with Uzbekistan, with
some members expressing that “Uzbekistan
feels like our second home.” Senator Irfan Sid-
diqui extended their sincere gratitude to the
government and people of Uzbekistan for their
warmth and cooperation.

Nizamkhdjaev conveyed his goodwill towards
the Pakistani senators, voicing hope for sus-
tained cooperation between the two nations.
He acknowledged the importance of deepening
ties beyond parliamentary relations, especially
in fostering people-to-people connections.

Speaker of Russian
Federation Council
arrives in Pakistan

People, government
stand with Kashmiris,

says Jam Kamal on
Kashmir Black Day

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam
Kamal Khan, expressed in his message on Kashmir
Black Day that the people and government of Pak-
istan stand in unwavering solidarity with their Kash-
miri brothers and sisters, who continue to endure
severe hardships under oppressive conditions.

He said the observation of the day serves as a
reminder of injustices endured by the Kashmiri peo-
ple and their unwavering determination to secure the
right to self-determination, a right recognized by
international law and United Nations resolutions.
“Kashmiris courage and resilience inspire us, and we
will remain committed to advocating their cause on
every global stage,” he said adding that Pakistan
would continue to raise its voice for Kashmiris’ free-
dom, dignity, and justice.

Rana tanveer condemns
Indian atrocities

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries, Pro-
duction and National Food Security Rana Tanveer
Hussain on Sunday strongly condemned India's
atrocities in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) as a reflection of the Modi govern-
ment's reprehensible mindset.

He marked the 77th anniversary of India's occupation
of Kashmir, emphasizing that this day symbolizes the
denial of freedom and the right to self-determination for
the Kashmiri people, said a news release. He reaffirmed
Pakistan's commitment to raise its voice for Kashmiri
rights until the dawn of freedom emerges in the region.
He stressed that resolving the Kashmir issue in accor-
dance with UN resolutions is the only viable solution,
urging the international community to play its part.

India has long history
of oppression in Held
Kashmir: Azam Nazeer

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar has said that the Black Day served as a
solemn reminder of the tragic events of 1947, when
Indian forces unlawfully invaded Srinagar, marking the
beginning of a long history of oppression, detentions
and tyranny against the innocent people of the region.
Since then, India has consistently violated the human
rights of the Kashmiri people in the occupied territory,
he said in a message on the Kashmir Black Day on
Sunday. Today, the minister said Pakistan observes
Black Day to protest India’s illegal occupation and to
urge the international community to honor its commit-
ments under the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) resolutions, which affirm the Kashmiri peo-
ple’s right to self-determination.

The federal minister further highlighted that India
continued to commit severe human rights abuses and
imposes oppressive laws to tighten its grip over
Kashmir’s land and resources. Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar called on the global community to press India
to end these egregious violations and stressed the
urgent need for the implementation of UN resolu-
tions to peacefully resolve the Kashmir issue. APP

NDMA dispatches 14th Relief
Consignment for Gaza, Lebanon

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations has a
duty to uphold its own resolutions on the
decades-old Kashmir dispute and promote a
just and peaceful resolution in line with the
aspirations of the Kashmiri people, Pakistan’s
UN Ambassador Munir Akram said in a mes-
sage on the occasion of the Kashmir Black Day
on Sunday. On this solemn day, he said, we reaf-
firm our unwavering commitment to standing
by the Kashmiri people, advocating for their
human rights, and striving for a future of peace,
freedom, and dignity for them.

Today, Ambassador Akram said, as we observe
Kashmir Black Day, we remember the grave
injustices faced by the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. The events of October 27, 1947,
marked the beginning of an occupation that has
denied Kashmiris their fundamental right to
self-determination, a right enshrined in the UN
Charter and affirmed through Security Council
resolutions, he added.

“Tragically, this denial of rights has only intensi-
fied, especially following the unilateral and

Dozens of Israeli
soldiers injured
in largest
ramming attack

GAZA: A ramming terror attack near a bus
stop in the Glilot area of central Israel left
approximately 37 people injured on Sunday.
The incident occurred when a truck crashed
into a bus stop, with the impact causing vary-
ing degrees of injuries among those present.
According to Magen David Adom (MDA), one
individual is in critical condition, while six oth-
ers are seriously wounded. Five individuals
sustained moderate injuries, and around 20
people were treated for minor wounds. Addi-
tionally, four individuals experienced anxiety
and were treated at the scene.

Witnesses reported that civilians intervened by
firing at the truck driver, preventing further
chaos. Preliminary investigations revealed that
abus had stopped near the bus stop before the
truck collided with both the bus and pedestri-
ans waiting at the stop.

Emergency responders, including United
Hatzalah volunteers, arrived promptly, provid-
ing initial treatment to over 20 individuals.
Some victims had to be rescued from under
the truck by fire crews, and members of the
Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit were
on hand to assist those suffering from emo-
tional distress. The attacker has been appre-
hended, and emergency services continue to
treat the injured at the scene. INP

unlawful actions of August 5, 2019.”

Since that fateful day, he said that the people of
Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir had been
subjected to an unprecedented lockdown, sys-
tematic human rights violations and severe
restrictions on their freedom and dignity.
“Countless reports by international human rights
organizations and independent observers have
documented instances of excessive use of force,
extra-judicial killing enforced disappearances,
arbitrary detentions and collective punishment.
The imposition of media blackouts, restrictions
on freedom of expression, and curfews have
sought to isolate the people of Kashmir from the
world and curtail their ability to seek their right
to self-determination.” Ambassador Akram said,
stands with the people of Jammu and Kashmir
in their just struggle for freedom and self-deter-
mination. We call upon the international commu-
nity and the United Nations to hold those
responsible for these violations accountable and
to ensure that the voices of the Kashmiri people

ISLAMABAD: The Speaker of
the Federation Council of the
Federal Assembly of the Rus-
sian Federation, Ms. Valentina
Matviyenko, arrived in Pakistan
on Sunday at the special invita-
tion of Senate Chairman Syed
Yousaf Raza Gillani. Ms.
Valentina Matviyenko is leading
a high-level Russian delegation, including Federation
Council of the Federal Assembly members. The dele-
gation was warmly welcomed at Noor Khan Airbase by
Senate Deputy Chairman Syedaal Khan Nasar and Sen-
ator Bushra Anjum Butt. During the visit, she and her
delegation are scheduled to meet with key Pakistani
leaders, including the President, Prime Minister,
Speaker of the National Assembly and Senate Chair-
man Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani. A highlight of the visit
will be Ms. Valentina Matviyenko ‘s address to the Sen-
ate during a special session. The visit is expected to
further strengthen the diplomatic and parliamentary
ties between Pakistan and Russia.

are heard, he expressed.

Magam leads rally on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Kash-

mir Affairs, Engineer Amir
Magam, on Sunday led a rally in
the federal capital on the occa-
sion of Kashmir Black Day to
express solidarity with the peo-
ple of Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).
Addressing to rally participants
here, he reminded the people of
October 27, 1947, when Indian
forces entered Jammu and Kash-
mir illegally, stating, “No Pak-
istani can forget this day.”

He honored the courage of Kash-

Black Day, urges UN to fu

miris who, after 77 years, contin-
ued their struggle for self-deter-
mination.

He highlighted the sacrifices
made, with over 97,000 martyrs,
countless widows, and orphaned
children.

The minister expressed disap-
pointment with international
human rights organizations, call-
ing on the United Nations to
address what he termed as geno-
cide in Kashmir.

Engineer Amir Magam urged the
UN to fulfill its commitment to

Ifill promise

resolve the Kashmir issue per its
own resolutions, allowing Kash-
miris their right to self-determi-
nation.

He said Pakistan has always
been a staunch advocate of this
indigenous right of Kashmiris
living in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir and
has always supported them in
this just struggle.

He stated that recent elections in
occupied Kashmir revealed the
reality of India’s narrative and
urged India to consider this elec-
tion as a referendum against its
rule.

Commending Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif for raising the
Kashmir and Palestine issues at
the UN General Assembly in
September 2024, Amir Magam
reassured that Pakistan will con-
tinue to support Kashmir’s polit-
ical, diplomatic, and moral cause
until Kashmiris achieve their
right to self-determination.

He also praised Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
for their efforts in organizing
and highlighting this important
day. APP

ISLAMABAD: The National Disas-
ter  Management  Authority
(NDMA) on the directives of the
Prime Minister, continued to pro-
vide humanitarian aid to the war-
affected people of Gaza and
Lebanon.

On Sunday, the 14th consignment | 2
of aid was dispatched from [\#
Karachi to Lebanon. This aid ship-
ment, sent by NDMA in collabora-
tion with Al-Khidmat Foundation,
comprised approximately 17 tons
of supplies, including tents, food
tins, dry milk , clothes and hygiene kits, a news
release said.

The aid was dispatched via flight from Jinnah
International Airport, Karachi, to Beirut,
Lebanon.

The send off ceremony held at Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport was attended by Federal Minister
for Maritimes Affair Qaisar Shah and the repre-
sentatives from NDMA, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Al-Khidmat Foundation.

The Minister emphasized the urgent need to
provide relief to the war-affected populations
of Palestine and Lebanon, considering the
ongoing conflict and the needs of the affected
communities. He reaffirmed the Government of
Pakistan's commitment to supporting the

!

brothers and sisters in distress and stressed the
importance of collaboration by welfare organi-
zations and the Pakistani public in strengthen-
ing these efforts.

Prior to this, Government of Pakistan has sent 11
aid consignments to Gaza, Palestine, and this
marked the third shipment to Lebanon, with a
total volume of 1,398 tons. The Government of
Pakistan continues to send relief supplies based
on the needs of the war-affected populations of
Lebanon and Palestine. On instructions of Prime
Minister, a special account named the "Prime
Minister's Relief Fund for Gaza and Lebanon," for
collection of donations from the public to aid
their brothers and sisters in Gaza and Lebanon
who are facing war emergencies. DNA

New Gwadar Int'l Airport to attract investment

ISLAMABAD: China-aided New Gwadar Interna-
tional Airport (NGIA) is set serve as strong trans-
portation link to attract local and international
investment, says a report published by Gwadar
Pro on Sunday. Equipped with the spirit of inclu-
sive connectivity with state-of-art airway fea-
tures, NGIA is going to serve a dynamic precur-
sor for spin-off effects on development horizons
of Gwadar as well as Balochistan.

One of impactful roles of NGIA in the develop-
ment lies in attracting local and international
investment. Since inception of Pakistan,
Balochistan and Gwadar areas have direly
needed modern air connectivity. Scattered busi-
nesses’ locations afflicted by lack of air trans-
portation system have also marred the develop-
ment pace in Gwadar and Balochistan.

Indeed, good air transport links play a role to
influence where companies choose to invest.
Since many projects have been completed to
revamp airways, roadways and railways under
CPEC framework, Balochistan has seen improve-
ment in investments, signaling the region’s poten-
tial for growth.

Infrastructure projects, including NGIA, have
chartered new course of connectivity to help link
Balochistan more effectively with the rest of Pak-
istan and neighbouring countries. Owing to its

geostrategic and geoeconomic position, NGIA is
also set to furnish a positive role in boosting
international trade. It will create a crucial link
between businesses and various global markets,
greatly expanding their potential customer base.
This is especially important for tech-driven,
knowledge-based industries and time-sensitive
product suppliers. By reaching more customers
through air travel at NGIA, companies will
achieve abundant economic gains. Increased
exposure to global competition also pushes local
businesses in Gwadar and Balochistan to
improve their efficiency to stay competitive.
Many industries use air transport to support
their ‘just-in-time’ production processes, provid-
ing flexibility in the supply chain and cost savings
by reducing the need for large inventories. NGIA
stands prepared to meet such trends in befitting
manner. Moreover, airports are crucial in the
global supply chain, especially for time-sensitive
and high-value goods. NGIA’ role in facilitating
efficient logistics and supply chain management
directly will also impact the productivity and
competitiveness of various industries in
Balochistan. NGIA will not only just help people
travel better but will play a prolific role in boost-
ing local economy in Gwadar and Balochistan by
creating jobs and increasing incomes. DNA
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