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AI could help enhance
transparency,

accountability, and
efficiency in public admin-

istration, while also
providing data-driven
insights that make the

democratic process more
accessible to voters

President of Pakistan

Asif Ali Zardari

ISLAMABAD: As many as 150 business delegates
from Pakistan have participated in the World
Investment Conference (WTC) in Beijing in which
Federal Minister of Commerce Jam Kamal Khan
and Federal Minister for the Investment Board
Abdul Aleem Khan addressed the conference via
video link.
They highlighted that Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Mian Shahbaz Sharif’s June-2024 visit to China had
begun yielding results.
The ministers stated that China and Pakistan’s
cooperation had strengthened and mutual trade
was expected to increase. Jam Kamal Khan empha-
sized the engagement of his ministry with the busi-
ness community. Abdul Aleem Khan noted that the
investment climate in Pakistan was favorable, and
such conferences would benefit both nations.
They commended the efforts of the Pakistan
Embassy in China for organizing the event and
expressed optimism that industries would shift
from China to Pakistan soon, positively impacting
Pakistan’s economy.
The ministers assured full support to entrepreneurs
from both countries through their respective
departments. APP

NA session adjourned
till 12:30 pm tomorrow

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly resumed its
brief session at the Parliament House in Islamabad
tonight with Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in the chair.
Later, the chair adjourned the House to meet again at
12.30 pm tomorrow.

Govt announces Rs10 per
litre cut in petrol price
Latest reduction in fuel price

linked to drop in international
market rates during past fortnight
ISLAMABAD: The government has announced a Rs10
per litre cut in the price of petrol owing to a drop in
fuel rates in the international market during the past
fortnight.
"The Oil and Gas regulatory Authority (Ogra) has
worked out the consumer prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, based on the price variations in the interna-
tional market," a statement released by the Finance
Division read.
The new price will be effective from midnight.
The latest change in petrol price comes as fourth
consecutive price cut in two months.

150 Pakistani
business
delegates

attended World
Trade Conference

in Beijing

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb has said that the country will secure an
extended International Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
gramme on September 25, media reported on Sun-
day.
Speaking at the CFA Society of Pakistan's 21st
Annual Excellence Awards, Aurangzeb expressed
hope that it will be the country's final IMF pro-
gramme. However, he warned that failure to sustain
reforms might lead to a 25th programme.
His remarks come as Islamabad reached an agree-
ment with the Washington-based lender on a
$7 billion 37-month loan programme in July
earlier this year. However, the future of the bailout
package is subject to the approval of the Fund's
executive board which is set to convene on
September 25 with Pakistan included in its meeting
agenda.
The country was required to secure external financ-
ing of $2 billion from bilateral and commercial
lenders as a pre-requisite for the IMF board's
approval.
It is to be noted that Pakistan owes $5 billion to
Saudi Arabia in the form of cash deposits, along
with 4$ billion and $3 billion from China and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), respectively.
Speaking on the occasion, the finance minister
stressed the need for macroeconomic stability and
said that Pakistan has previously experimented
with various economic models, none of which
yielded the desired results.
On pensions, Aurangzeb announced that any new
federal government employees would be required
to contribute to a defined-contribution pension
scheme. He stressed the need for Pakistan’s eco-
nomic focus to shift from imports to an export-
driven model.
The finance minster's statement comes as the
incumbent government is also set to introduce a
mini-budget with an aim to generate around Rs650
billion in revenue, primarily by cracking down on
tax evaders and increasing general sales tax (GST)
on properties, tractors and other items.
Accepting another condition tabled by the global
lender, the government had agreed to jack up valu-
ation tables for real estate in 42 cities by the end of
September 2024 so the Federal Bureau of Revenue
(FBR) can notify the revised rates in the coming
weeks.
The upcoming mini budget will be introduced after
securing approval from Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and the federal cabinet.
Either the money bill will be laid down in parlia-
ment or a presidential ordinance will be promul-
gated but the final decision will be taken by the
government after consulting with its political allies,
especially the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).

Pakistan to
secure fresh IMF
bailout package
on ‘September 25’
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb expresses hope for
bailout to be country’s last

IMF package

Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs
Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh has said
that Federal Gov-
ernment has
approved modern-
ization project of
ship breaking
industry at a cost of
12 billion rupees.
During his visit in

Gaddani in Hub district, the Minister said a waste man-
agement plant, a 30-bedded hospital, blacktop roads
and a fire brigade station are included in the project.
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh said the process of moderniza-
tion of ship breaking yard under Hong Kong Conven-
tion would be completed by June next year.
He also laid foundation stone of Industrial Waste Man-
agement plant site.
The Minister was briefed about operational industrial
activities of Gaddani ship breaking yard.

Govt approves
modernization project

of ship breaking
industry: Qaiser

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb hosted a dinner in
honor of Mr. Masatsugu Asakawa, President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and his delegation.

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mian Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif has said that unfortu-
nately, human activities have led to the deple-
tion of the ozone layer, resulting in the
formation of the ozone hole.
This was stated by PM Shehbaz Sharif in his
message on World Ozone Day being observed
(Monday).
PM Shehbaz Sharif said that on this day, we
join the global community to reflect on our
progress and reaffirm our commitment
towards preservation of the Ozone Layer, a
vital shield that safeguards all life on Earth
from the sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation.
PM Shehbaz Sharif said that unfortunately,
human activities have led to the depletion of
the ozone layer, resulting in the formation of
the ozone hole. This depletion posed severe
risks. However, it is encouraging that under
the umbrella of United Nations Vienna Con-
vention and its Montreal Protocol, and
through global efforts we are able to recover
the ozone hole to a maximum extent. Pak-
istan has played its role as an important party
to these UN agreements, he said.
PM Shehbaz Sharif said that Pakistan ratified
the Montreal Protocol in 1992, marking our
commitment to phase out ozone depleting

substances (ODS). Since then, Pakistan has
made significant progress in this area. To
steer this process, Government of Pakistan
established a dedicated National Ozone Unit
(NOU) in 1996. This unit through its collabo-
rative efforts with Pakistan Customs, the
Refrigeration and air conditioning industry,
the Ministry of Commerce, technicians and
engineers, importers, and traders has suc-
cessfully completed eleven phases of the
Montreal Protocol.
PM Shehbaz Sharif said that Pakistan phased
out the first generation of Ozone Depleting
Substances by 2009, and achieved a 50%
reduction in HCFC by January 2020. We are
on track to meet our 67.5% reduction target

by 2025, having transitioned many industries
to ozone-friendly technologies. Our collective
determination towards environmental protec-
tion continues as we prepare for the forth-
coming HFC phase-down under the Kigali
Amendment, he said.
“I wish to underscore my Government's unwa-
vering commitment to ongoing and collabora-
tive climate action. Our collective endeavors
to protect the ozone layer signify our dedica-
tion to environmental stewardship and sus-
tainable development” PM Shehbaz Sharif
said. Let us continue to unite in our efforts,
inspired by the theme "Montreal Protocol -
Advancing Climate Actions", to safeguard our
planet for the generations to come.

Unfortunately, human activities have led
to the depletion of ozone layer, resulting in
the formation of ozone hole: PM Shehbaz

Says our collective endeavors to protect the ozone layer signify our dedication to
environmental stewardship & sustainable development

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar on Sunday ruled out any “per-
son specific” legislation, reiterating the govern-

ment’s commitment to ensure speedy justice
for the people of Pakistan.
“Reforms are overdue to give the people of Pak-
istan access to speedy justice,” he said while
talking to the media inside the Parliament
House.
To a query, he said the government would com-
plete its numbers in both the Houses for the
new legislation.
“This impression is wrong that there is any per-
son specific legislation as we are legislating for
only the greater good of the masses,” he
stressed.
“All parties are unanimous to ensure speedy
justice for the people at their doorstep,” the
minister remarked.
He said the meeting of a special committee
which comprised of allied parties was under-
way. The reforms were of the national impor-
tance and the Cabinet would meet shortly on
this matter.
To another query, he said leader of the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (F) Maulana Fazl ur Rehman is
our old ally and partner.

Atta Tarar rules out any
‘person specific’ legislation ISLAMABAD: Process of intense

consultations among political par-
ties on the proposed constitutional
package continued in the federal
capital on Sunday.
The government delegation led by
Deputy Prime Minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar visited the residence of
JUI-F leader Maulana Fazlur
Rehman where two sides held
detailed discussions on the constitu-
tional and legal matters.
Federal Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar and Minis-
ter for Interior Mohsin Naqvi were also present
during the meeting.
Meanwhile, a meeting of the PPP Parliamentary
Party in the National Assembly was also held in
Islamabad. Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Assefa Bhutto, Syed Khurshid Shah and
others attended the sitting, which deliberated
upon different constitutional and legal matters.
Similarly, the Parliamentary Party of JUI-F also
met with Maulana Fazlur Rehman in the chair.
It exchanged views on different matters related
to proposed constitutional amendment.

A meeting of Muttahida Qaumi Movement Par-
liamentary Party was also held with MQM
leader Maqbool Siddiqui in the chair. It dis-
cussed different aspects related to constitu-
tional matters. A delegation of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf also visited Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s
residence. It is pertinent tomention that sessions
of both Houses of the Parliament were also
scheduled tonight. The government has intended
to table the constitutional package in the parlia-
ment to strengthen the judicial system of the
country. APP

Hectic consultation process among political
parties on constitutional package held

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives
Ahsan Iqbal Chauhdry has said the gov-
ernment is committed to bringing
socio-economic and judicial reforms to
put the country on the fast track eco-
nomic development.
In his televised remarks on Sunday,
Ahsan Iqbal categorically stated that
nobody will be allowed to play with the
peace and stability of the country.
Strongly criticizing the politics of PTI,
he said the party should play its role in
the parliament instead of taking to the
streets.

Ahsan Iqbal said friendly countries
have extended assurance of investing
$27 billion in Pakistan in the next five
years. He said Saudi Arabia has
announced to invest five billion dollars,
while the UAE and Kuwait will each
invest 10 billion dollars and Azerbaijan
will invest two billion dollars.
He said these are the external opportu-
nities that are knocking at our doors.
He said it is our responsibility to take
full advantage of these opportunities
through continuity of policies and
reforms.
Ahsan Iqbal said China has also shown

willingness for the second phase of
CPEC. He said China has given assur-

ance for the establishment of five new
corridors including that of growth,

livelihood, innovation, green economy
and open regional inclusive develop-
ment.
The Minister for Planning said that a
Danish company has announced to
invest two billion dollars in Pakistan's
Port Infrastructure. He regretted that
PTI is trying to create impediments in
the way of this investment. He recalled
that the party had also tried to sabotage
IMF deal.
Ahsan Iqbal said it is important to bring
reforms in the judicial system as well to
attract the foreign investment.
The Minister for Planning said that

economy is improving as a result of
tireless efforts of the present govern-
ment.
He mentioned that Pakistan Stock
Exchange has touched the historic
eighty thousand points, which reflects
the confidence of domestic and foreign
investors. He said international agen-
cies have also upgraded credit rating of
Pakistan.
Similarly, he said inflation has come
down to single digit. He said State Bank
of Pakistan has reduced policy rate
which will help accelerate business
activities in the country. SABAH

Govt committed to bringing socio-economic & judicial reforms to put
country on the fast track economic development: Ahsan Iqbal

Says the friendly countries have extended assurance of investing $27 billion in Pakistan in the next five years
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The good old days
MIR ADNAN AZIZ

Nostalgia finds its origins in the Greek words ‘nostos’ (return) and ‘algos’ (pain). It
is the longing for bygone days. Coined by Swiss physician Johannes Hofer in 1688,
the word described the yearning displayed by Swiss soldiers who were separated
from their families in the service of European monarchs.

Novelist Tom Clancy’s contention that the good old days are now echoes modern-day experts
attributing nostalgia to psychological biases and a rose-tinted memory. Many the world over
agree with this hypothesis. They have reason to, because their past acts as a barometer incul-
cating a sense of predictability to ever-better their lives.
Much longer life spans with greatly enhanced quality, rule of law and a delivering justice sys-
tem are cited as an antithesis to those reminiscing the good old days. Giant leaps in health,
education and scientific innovations are also enumerated. Sports, they contend, add colour
and camaraderie to their collective lives.
To dwell on Pakistan’s early years with its many achievements promising a stellar future
would need many pages. The diabolical way in which this future was forsaken requires vol-
umes. In a few words, when rulers are consistently inept, the masses lose faith in the virtues
of progress and nationhood.
Our all-encompassing descent was bound to affect our sports too. How could one expect it
to remain an oasis, a tranquil island amid an ever-chopping sea? Having confined squash,
hockey and much else to oblivion, cricket gave us the occasional yet drastically needed
euphoria.
Mismanaged and fraught with self-interests, this saving grace too has abandoned us. Not
having won a home test match since February 2021, we have also been relegated to our low-
est Test ranking in 60 years. It was the predictable fallout of our mismanaged team’s unpre-
dictable tag. An incapacitating one, we flaunt it as a badge of honour.
After the Bangladesh whitewash, Kevin Pietersen’s shocked query was “What happened to
cricket in Pakistan – what’s happening there?” The fact is that no one here even cares to
delve into matters so mundane. Far more important is that we raze down some unwanted
enclosures at the Qaddafi Stadium, maybe to make it befitting for a horse and cattle show.
Like all coveted posts in Pakistan, with each new government, the PCB top post too is up for
grabs. Resultantly, we have had a one-of-a-kind collage as chairman. Which other cricket
board can boast one that includes a retired judge, bureaucrat, diplomat, on-service general,
medical doctor, banker, ex-cricketer, talk show host and a politician-cum-businessman to
manage the hapless sport?
Consistency of policy is an imperative of good management. Each chairman, once appointed,
changes the management and coaches. We have had four PCB heads and an equal number of
musical chair captains in the last two years. How can our cricket team, or for that matter
anyone in Pakistan, focus on the job at hand with everything perpetually in a vertigo-induc-
ing flux?
Having lost three series at a trot, Pakistan shall now face England in a three-Test series.
Given the state of affairs with reportedly three captaincy contenders, groupings, players not
disclosing their injuries and undermining each other, a competitive performance seems a
mirage.
A national team reflects the weaknesses and excesses of those it represents. At the interna-
tional level, sports are becoming ever competitive with no place or recognition for those
with lack of delivery, will and discipline. George Orwell went so far as to describe sports as
war minus the shooting.
For want of better ones today, we in Pakistan yearn for the good old days. Just one incident
epitomizing those days was narrated by Islahuddin Siddique who led Pakistan in the 1978
Hockey World Cup in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The team manager was Abdul Waheed Khan,
himself a hockey gold medalist of the 1960 Rome Olympics.
Europeans, having excelled at penalty corners, Abdul Waheed devised a counterplan built on
complete offence. It had wingers penetrating the opposition’s half from both flanks and feed-
ing the forwards with adept dribbling supplemented by passes. Pakistan with its pulveriz-
ing attacks scored 35 goals conceding only four in the tournament and won the World Cup
with a 3-1 final win against the Netherlands.
The football world cup too was being held in Argentina the same year. So emphatic and suc-
cessful was Pakistan’s hockey strategy that it earned the admiration of Cesar Menotti,
Argentina’s football coach. He came to the ground and saw the Pakistanis play and train.
Abdul Waheed explained his double attack strategy with its pass-and-go tactics.
Menotti, smitten by this wave of attacks game plan, adopted it as a module for his team. The
rest is history. Argentina lifted its first football world cup with centre-forward Mario Kempes,
the tournament’s highest scorer, converting the winning goal against the Netherlands.
Menotti sent a telegram to Abdul Waheed in Karachi thanking him for contributing to
Argentina’s win. Psychoanalysts and experts might call it a myth or cognitive bias, but one
thing remains uncontested. Those were the days when many like Menotti looked up to and
sought to learn from Pakistan. In The Tempest, Shakespeare says “Whereof what’s past is
prologue; what to come, in yours and my discharge.” Having failed miserably at our dis-
charge, one can only pine for the good old days. If only our prologue could have shaped what
was to come; our present and future.

The writer is a freelance contributor. He can be reached at: miradnanaziz@gmail.com

G
otham is the new
force multiplier.
Gotham is the battle-
field management
system that inte-
grates and analyzes

vast amounts of data from multiple
intelligence streams, including SIG-
INT (signals intelligence), HUMINT
(human intelligence), and IMINT
(imagery intelligence). Gotham
leverages real-time data fusion.
Gotham enables situational aware-
ness and enhances command and
control (C2). Gotham provides
actionable intelligence for opera-
tional planning and tactical decision-
making. Gotham empowers com-
manders to make faster, more
informed decisions in dynamic com-
bat environments, ensuring a strate-
gic advantage.
Apollo is another force multiplier.
Apollo's edge deployment capabili-
ties enable real-time data processing
and decision-making by ensuring
that critical software systems – such
as command and control applica-
tions, intelligence platforms, and
surveillance tools – are operational
at the front lines. Apollo secures

software in active conflict zones.
Apollo automates real-time software
updates and patches across all oper-
ational environments, whether in
the field or at central command.
Apollo ensures that mission-critical
applications are always functioning
optimally and securely.
Apollo integrates and manages soft-
ware across different domains,
including air, land, sea, and cyber
operations. Apollo ensures that the
same software updates, intelligence
tools, and operational platforms are
available to all branches of the mili-
tary, creating a cohesive and syn-
chronized defence system. Apollo
rapidly deploys software systems to
thousands of nodes across different
operational theaters. Apollo plays a
crucial role in large-scale operations
where multiple units need synchro-
nized access to the same intelligence
and decision-making tools. Apollo
also supports logistics and supply
chain management.
Foundry is also a new force multi-
plier. Foundry is an advanced data
integration and analytics platform
designed to help militaries trans-
form complex, siloed data into
actionable insights. Foundry enables

militaries to integrate, analyze, and
visualize data from multiple sources
in real-time, supporting better deci-
sion-making and operational effi-
ciency. Foundry optimizes military
operations, intelligence gathering,
and mission planning.
Foundry creates a unified data envi-
ronment where intelligence can be
processed and shared across differ-
ent units, ensuring real-time situa-
tional awareness. Commanders can
use Foundry to visualize battlefield
data, predict enemy movements,
and generate actionable insights that
support tactical decision-making in
real-time. Foundry leverages Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) to do three things:
predict threats, detect anomalies,
and automate decision-making pro-
cesses. Foundry identifies patterns
in enemy behavior, predicts the like-
lihood of future attacks, and opti-
mizes the deployment of military
resources.
AI is revolutionizing counterterror-
ism operations. AI provides real-
time situational awareness that com-
manders can rely on in high-stakes
environments. Gotham, Apollo, and
Foundry have been used to shorten

the ‘kill chain’ in the Russo-
Ukrainian War. Gotham was used by
the IAEA to verify if Iran complied
with the 2015 Nuclear Agreement.
Foundry was deployed by the
British Army to support Operation
Shader. Gotham was utilized by the
German Army. Foundry was used by
the French Armed Forces against
ISIS. Gotham is in use by South
Korea to counter North Korean
Operations.
Gotham, Apollo, and Foundry are
critical force multipliers, transform-
ing the way military operations are
conducted. Gotham, Apollo, and
Foundry provide real-time, tailored
solutions that empower comman-
ders with the critical situational
awareness and intelligence needed
to maintain a strategic advantage.
Information superiority is now the
key to victory. Embracing technol-
ogy is not just an option – it is the
key to achieving total mission suc-
cess in the face of evolving threats.

The writer is a columnist based in
Islamabad. He tweets/posts

@saleemfarrukh and can be
reached at: far-

rukh15@hotmail.com

Capital suggestion:
Force multipliers

Experts in Public Health have under-
scored need for raising awareness about
importance of HPV (Human Papillo-
mavirus) vaccination in prevention of cer-
vical cancer mostly affecting female.
The demand by gathering of experts was
made during a two-day national consulta-
tive workshop titled as “Sehatmand Beti,
Sehatmand Gharana” (Healthy daughter,
Healthy family).
For awareness raising and demand cre-
ation of HPV (Human Papillomavirus)
vaccination to prevent cervical cancer
among female, the health experts also laid
stress on gender-responsive interventions
for early identification of challenges
before formal nationwide rollout of the
vaccine in Pakistan in year 2025.

“Due to significant gender barriers in edu-
cation, health, and economic opportuni-
ties, it’s crucial to develop gender-respon-
sive interventions to improve HPV
vaccination uptake before its formal
launching,” observed speakers of the
workshop.
The workshop was organized by Unicef
Pakistan with support of ROSA, under the
leadership of Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and Coordination,
Ministry of Education, FDI, WHO, GAVI,
Jhpiego and Pakistan Girls Guide Associ-
ation. Welcoming the participants, Ms.
Shermeela Rassool, Deputy Country Rep-
resentative Unicef Pakistan informed
about the threats posed by cervical can-
cer which only in Pakistan is affecting

around 5008 women annually with
around 3197 deaths.
“To contain secondmost common cancer
among women its need of the hour to
raise awareness about importance of HPV
vaccine used for prevention of cervical
cancer,” Shermeela stressed.
It requires a comprehensive solution
which is difficult but not impossible and
if we did not take action, the country
would pay for the future losses, she
warns. Dr. Zafar Iqbal Channa, Director
Technical Federal Directorate of Immu-
nization (FDI) termed cervical cancer as
`silent killer’ of women. He apprised the
participants that Pakistan government
has planned to formally roll out HPV vac-
cination in the year 2025 in phased man-

ner. In the first phase, starting from sec-
ond quarter of 2025, vaccination will be
made in Punjab, Sindh and Islamabad.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province will be
covered for HPV vaccination in year 2026
while Baluchistan and Gilgit Baltistan
(GB) in the year 2027, Dr. Zafar added.
He informed that a cohort of girls from
the age of 9 to 14 will be administered
HPV vaccination with the objective of
protecting future mothers from this
deadly cancer.
“Cervical cancer is very deadly which
must be eliminated and its high time to
raise awareness about importance of its
vaccination,” stressed Nadia Bibi, Mem-
ber Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in National
Commission on the Rights of Child.

Experts call for awareness of HPV vaccine among women

Tom Holland and Zendaya seemingly
have decided to take their romantic
relationship to the next level with a
life-changing move.
A source revealed to Life & Style
magazine that the Spider-Man:
Homecoming duo are madly in love
and all set to tie the knot in the near
future.
An insider close to the pair has
shared that they are trying to make
things official after being informally
engaged.
The source said, "Tom and Zendaya
are in a very positive place, and
they've been exclusive now for more
than five years.”
“They are part of each other's fami-

lies at this point, and marriage has
been part of the conversation for a
while, an insider shared.
Moreover, the report stated that nei-
ther Tom nor Zendaya have con-
firmed their marriage speculations.
However, the friend circle of both
actors was assertively assured that
their wedding is in the near future.
For the uninitiated, Tom and Zen-
daya initially sparked the romance
speculations in 2016.
On the professional front, Tom
recently appeared in a movie Stan
Lee back in 2023, while Zendaya gar-
nered praise for her remarkable per-
formance in the recently released
film titled Challengers.

Tom Holland, Zendaya decide to start
new chapter of life: Report

Tom Holland and Zendaya have reportedly started dating back in 2016

Late on Saturday and into early Sunday (PT),
many Android users experienced widespread
crashes of the Google app, which displayed a
“Google keeps stopping” error. Google con-
firmed that the issue was resolved by 1:11 AM
PT on Sunday.
The problem, which primarily affected users
attempting to search through the app, saw it
crash immediately upon opening. Older ver-
sions of the app were also impacted, and
uninstalling updates through the App Info
option did not resolve the issue, leading to
further complications, as reported by

9to5Google.
Users attempting to open the Google app
from their home screens encountered imme-
diate crashes. The Google Search bar widget
also failed to function, briefly displaying past
search queries before crashing. The Pixel
Launcher search bar showed results momen-
tarily before shutting down, Google Discover
could not launch, and the Voice Search
microphone caused the app to fail. Each
attempt resulted in the persistent “Google
keeps stopping” error.
The issue affected both stable and beta ver-
sions of the Google Search app on devices
running Android 15, 14, and earlier, impact-
ing models like Google Pixel and Samsung
Galaxy. However, other Google services,
such as Gemini, Google Assistant, Google
Lens, and Circle to Search, continued to
operate normally. Additionally, users could
still access google.com through Chrome for
Android, and platforms outside of Android
remained unaffected.

Google fixes Android app glitch after
users report widespread crashes

Dr Farrukh Saleem

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

History of Pakistan
Other major members of the party
were likewise apprehended or went
into hiding. Dhaka University was
fired upon, and a large number of
Bengali students and intellectuals
were taken into custody; scores were
transported to a remote location out-
side the city and summarily executed.
Bengali armed resistance, which
came to be called the Mukhti Bhini
(“Freedom Force”), took form from
disaffected Bengalis in the Pakistan
army and others who were prepared
to fight what they now judged to be
an alien army. The independent state
of Bangladesh was proclaimed, and a
government in exile took root in India
just across the East Pakistani border.
The escalation of violence provoked
a mass movement of people, the
majority of whom sought refuge in
India. Although this heavy influx of
refugees included a good portion of
the Hindus who had remained in East
Bengal after partition, many were
Muslims. In fact, although the Pak-
istan army argued that Hindus from
both portions of Bengal were respon-
sible for the intensity of the struggle,
there was no mistaking the great
number of Muslim Bengalis who were
being assaulted. The Pakistan army
was unable to quell the fighting, and
Indian forces began to supply the
Mukhti Bhini. In December 1971 the
Indian army invaded East Pakistan

and in a few days forced the surren-
der of the 93,000-man West Pakistani
garrison there.
Unable to supply its forces in the
East, Pakistan opted not to expand
the war in the West. The United
States stood with Pakistan in the
debate in the United Nations Security
Council. Nevertheless, the U.S. gov-
ernment made no serious attempt to
intervene and noted that its alliances
with Pakistan did not commit Ameri-
cans to take sides in a civil war, even
one internationalized by the Indian
invasion of East Pakistan. It was clear
that India had effectively and irre-
versibly dismembered Pakistan and
that the Muslim country would now
take a different form from the one
created by Mohammed Ali Jinnah and
the Muslim League.
Forced to yield his authority by the
junta that had earlier sustained him,
Yahya Khan resigned the presidency
on December 20, 1971; unlike his pre-
decessor, Ayub Khan, he was in no
position to pass the office to still
another general. The Pakistan army
had suffered a severe blow, and for
the time the military was content to
retire from politics and rebuild its
forces and reputation. Bhutto, the
leading politician in what remained of
Pakistan, assumed the presidency
and was called to assemble a new
government. Under pressure to

restore equilibrium, Bhutto pledged a
new Pakistan, a new constitution,
and a new public order, and he articu-
lated a vision for Pakistan that rallied
diverse elements and seemed to
promise a new life for the country.
But the joining together of hands did
not last long. Bhutto’s manner, pos-
ture, and performance were more of
the aristocrat than of the “Leader of
the People” (Quaid-e Awam), a title
he assumed for himself. In 1973 a
new constitution, crafted by Bhutto
and his colleagues, was adopted that
restored parliamentary government.
Bhutto stepped down from the presi-
dency, which he deemed ceremonial
in the new constitutional system, and
assumed the more dynamic premier-
ship.
As prime minister, Bhutto demanded
nothing less than absolute power,
and, increasingly suspicious of those
around him, he formed the Federal
Security Force (FSF), the principal
task of which was his personal pro-
tection. In time, the FSF emerged as
a paramilitary organization, and
Bhutto’s demand for ever-increasing
personal security raised questions
about his governing style. It also
opened rifts in the PPP, and it was not
long before the suspicious Bhutto
ordered the silencing and imprison-
ment of his closest associates. The
younger generation, which had idol-

ized Bhutto during his rise to power,
also became the target of police and
FSF crackdowns, which often para-
lyzed operations at the universities.
Though Bhutto had presided over the
promulgation of the 1973 constitu-
tion, too much had transpired—and
much more unpleasantness lay
ahead—to conclude that the new
political order could save Pakistan
from repeating past mistakes.
Bhutto scheduled the country’s sec-
ond national election in 1977. With the
PPP being the only successful
national party in the country, nine
opposition parties formed the Pak-
istan National Alliance (PNA) and
agreed to run as a single bloc. Fearing
the possible strength of the PNA,
Bhutto and his colleagues plotted an
electoral strategy that included
unleashing the FSF to terrorize the
opposition. However, PNA members
refused to be intimidated and centred
their attacks on Bhutto and the PPP
by running on a particularly religious
platform. Arguing that Bhutto had
betrayed Islamic practices, the PNA
called for a cleansing of the body
politic and a return to the basic tenets
of Islamic performance. The PNA,
despite their efforts, was soundly
defeated in the election, but the
polling had not been without incident.

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on Sunday that introduction of
latest knowledge in seminaries and imparting latest
education to their students was a great service to the
nation.
Addressing a ceremony at Jamia Darul Uloom Al-
Islamia in Lahore through video link, he congratu-
lated the management of the Darul Uloom for intro-
ducing new degrees in various educational sectors in
many seminaries.
He said this would help equip the students of reli-
gious seminaries with modern education and they
would be able to join the national mainstream.
He expressed the hope that among the students of
seminaries will emerge leading scholars, intellectu-
als, legal experts, doctors etc.
He said imparting modern education to all was need
of the hour and steps taken by Jamia Darul Uloom Al-
Islamia would prove a milestone in this mission.
Tarar hoped that in the near future, graduates from
seminaries would come forward and play an impor-
tant role in making Pakistan an ideal Islamic welfare
state as envisaged by the Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah and Poet of the East Allama Iqbal.
He said once there was a time when leading scien-
tists, intellectuals, and experts of mathematics were
Muslims and their books were taught all over the
world and the time had come to revive the past glory.
He said his family had been affiliated with service to
Islam and Tehreek Khatam-e-Nabuwat since 1953
when his grand-father Justice (retd) and former pres-
ident Muhammad Rafiq Tarar actively participated in
this movement and remained steadfast in serving this
mission till his last breath.
He thanked the management of the seminary for
inviting him to this important event.
He apologised for not physically been able to attend
the event due to pressing engagements in Islamabad.
Tarar assured that the government was ready to
cooperate with seminaries for the upgradation of
their educational curriculum.

Gov’t wants to table bill
with consultation: Aqeel
ISLAMABAD:Advisor to the Prime Minister on Legal
Affairs, Barrister Aqeel Malik, said on Sunday that the
government’s intention was to bring all the allies on
board before tabling the bill in the lower and upper
houses.
Talking to a private news channel, he said that
although the government got the desired numbers
needed for the Judicial reforms bill.
He said that all the political forces were taking on
board over the proposal of the constitutional amend-
ment. The consultations with the ally’s parties were
underway to bring boarder consensus regarding the
bill, he added.
Access to justice is clearly emphasized in the democ-
racy, and our objective is to prioritize the interests of
the masses, he further added. APP

Imparting modern
education to

seminaries students
great service to
nation: TararKARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah

has said that Democracy is the only way for Pak-
istan’s bright future and stability.
In a message on the occasion of International Day for
Democracy, he said that the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) was the pioneer of democracy.
He said, ‘We have made numerous sacrifices for the
survival of democracy and our leaders and workers
sacrificed their blood for the democracy.’
The CMMurad said that democracy was a wonderful
system, where people choose their representatives.
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto called democracy the best
revenge, he said adding that the Pakistan People’s
Party believed in democracy and democracy was the
best system to serve the people.
He said that the Pakistan People’s Party made sacri-
fices for the restoration of democracy.
He further said that the PPP had never surrendered
to dictators.
The Chief Minister said that the restoration of
democracy was our motto and that democracy made
institutions strong.

IMF loan will prevent
bankruptcy temporarily
ISLAMABAD: Former President of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), Dr.
Shahid Rasheed Butt, on Sunday, said that the IMF
loan of seven billion dollars would pave the way for
other loans, which will temporarily save the country
from bankruptcy.
It is being claimed that this will be the last loan from
the IMF, but the ground realities are different. Bor-
rowing will continue even after this loan, as there
seems no intention to change the damaging policies,
he said. Shahid Rasheed Butt said in a statement
issued here today that the country will remain
indebted, and unrest, as well as unemployment, will
continue to rise because of the wrong priorities of
the policymakers. The business leader said that for
rulers, importers have always remained more impor-
tant than all other sectors, including the troubled
export sector. This priority has doubled the volume
of imports compared to exports.
For decades, he observed, the interests of the shop-
keepers have been put before everything else, includ-
ing economic development, due to political reasons.
He noted that promoting imports and supporting
shopkeepers have left the industrial sector in limbo
and triggered deindustrialization in a country with a
rapidly increasing population.
He said that keeping the shopkeepers happy at any
cost will continue in the future. A new mini-budget is
also being introduced to appease the IMF, which will
cause hardships to the public, the industrial sector,
and the taxpayers, but traders would be spared.
He feared that 700 billion rupees would be squeezed
from the taxpayers through the mini-budget due to
the incompetence of the tax-collecting institutions.
Shahid Rashid Butt said that business activities will
not be restored by a two percent reduction in the
interest rate, and in case of a further cut, inflation
will increase. DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani has approved nominations from the government
and opposition benches for the members of the Spe-
cial Committee.
Among the members nominated for the special com-
mittee are : Leader of the Opposition, Senator Syed
Shibli Faraz, Parliamentary Leader of Pakistan Peoples
Party Senator Sherry Rehman, Parliamentary Leader
of Pakistan Muslim League-N, Senator Irfan-ul-Haque
Siddiqui, Parliamentary Leader of PTI Senator Ali
Zafar, Parliamentary Leader of BAP, Senator Manzoor
Ahmed, Parliamentary Leader JUIP Senator Atta Ur
Rehman, Parliamentary Leader ANP Senator Aimal
Wali Khan, Parliamentary Leader MQM-P Senator Syed
Faisal Sabzwari, Parliamentary Leader BNP Senator
Muhammad Qasim, Parliamentary Leader MWMP Sen-
ator Raja Nasir Abbas, Parliamentary Leader National
Party Senator Jan Muhammad, Parliamentary Leader
PML Senator Kamil Ali Agha, Parliamentary Leader
SIC Senator Hamid Khan are included. SABAH

Yousaf Raza Gilani approves
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ISLAMABAD: A view of lightings in connection with Eid Milad un Nabi SAW, in the Federal Capital. ONLINE

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif have reiterated firm and unwa-
vering commitment to constitutionalism,
democracy and rule of law.
In their messages on International Day of
Democracy, they urged the need to strengthen
democratic institutions, undertake essential
reforms, and work collectively to consolidate
democracy in Pakistan.
President Asif Ali Zardari said emphasized that

the resolution to the nation's contemporary
challenges is in a vibrant and resilient demo-
cratic process.
Highlighting the potential of Artificial Intelli-
gence, the President noted that AI could help
enhance transparency, accountability, and effi-
ciency in public administration, while also pro-
viding data-driven insights that make the
democratic process more accessible to voters.
He underscored the essential role of Pakistan's
Parliament in safeguarding democracy,
addressing public grievances, and formulating
policies to ensure inclusivity.
In his message, Prime Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif, in message has reaffirmed his
government's firm resolve to democracy as a
fundamental value of human society.
He reiterated firm and unwavering commit-
ment to constitutionalism, democracy, rule of
law and human rights.
He said that adherence to these democratic
values is our calling as a nation. On this day, let
us continue our efforts to build a more inclu-
sive, just, and equal world for all.
Shehbaz Sharif said together, we can
strengthen the foundations of democracy and
ensure that it serves as a beacon of hope and
progress for future generations.
Meanwhile Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has said democracy is essential
for the progress of country. In a message on
World Democracy Day, she said strong democ-
racy can bring economic and political stability.
MaryamNawaz said democracy empowers the
public to decide themselves through their own
representatives. Meanwhile Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi
has said democracy is a continuous journey
which moves forward on the basic principles
of public welfare, justice and equality. In a
message on World Democracy Day, he said a
great struggle has been made for the restora-
tion and stability of democracy in the country.
Provincial Governor reiterated his commit-
ment to uphold democratic values in the coun-
try and play an active role in building a stable
and prosperous Pakistan.

President Zardari, PM Shehbaz reiterate
firm & unwavering commitment to

constitutionalism, democracy & rule of law
Maryam Nawaz says democracy is essential for the progress of country

ISLAMABAD: In a significant move to address
the financial difficulties faced by the University
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (UAJK), Muzaf-
farabad, Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, Chaudhry Anwar-ul-Haq, chaired a
high-level meeting at Kashmir House, Islam-
abad. The meeting aimed to find sustainable
solutions to the ongoing budget deficit of the
university and other state institutions.
During the briefing, Secretary of Higher Educa-
tion Chaudhry Muhammad Tayyab provided an
in-depth overview of the financial challenges
currently faced by state universities, particu-
larly UAJK, highlighting budget deficits. The
Secretary outlined several proposals to address
the issues, which were discussed and evaluated
by the attendees, including the Chief Secretary
and Secretary of Finance.
Prof. Dr. Khawaja Basharat presented a com-
prehensive report on UAJK’s financial position,

pointing to various factors contributing to the
university's budget shortfall. He emphasized
the need for immediate action to stabilize the
institution’s finances. Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Kaleem Abbasi spoke in detail
about the challenges faced by the university,
including faculty and staffing concerns, and
proposed strategies to overcome the financial
hurdles. Prime Minister Chaudhry Anwar-ul-
Haq, while reviewing the suggestions pre-
sented, emphasized the urgent need for univer-
sities to strengthen their governance and
financial management systems. He stressed the
importance of adopting stringent financial dis-
cipline at all levels to ensure long-term stabil-
ity. Acknowledging the valuable contributions
made by AJK universities in promoting quality
education despite adverse circumstances, the
Prime Minister praised the tireless efforts of the
university administration and faculty.

AJK PM Chaudhry Anwar-ul-Haq
vows no compromise on higher
education amid financial struggles

QUETTA: CM for strengthening democracy for
country’s sustainable stability and development.
Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, emphasized the importance of strength-
ening democracy for sustainable stability and
development in the country.
“Democracy gives the commonman the power to
elect their representatives,” he said in a statement
on international democracy day underscoring that
the only path to Pakistan’s stability and bright
future lies in a strong democratic system. He also
highlighted the long history of the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party in the struggle for democratic stability.
“From the leaders of the party to the common
workers, everyone has sacrificed for the nourish-
ment of democracy,” he said. ChiefMinister Bugti
recalled the words of the late Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto, who described democratic governance as
the best form of revenge in the political context.
He noted that elected representatives in a demo-
cratic system are best positioned to serve the peo-
ple, adding that the stability of democracy remains
their ultimate goal. “The coalition government in
Balochistan is a prime example of democratic pro-
cesses at work,” he remarked, further stating that
taking all political parties along with their ideolo-
gies is the essence of democracy.

CM for strengthening
democracy for
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stability, development

GILGIT: Pakistan Army established a freelanc-
ing hub in district Shagar for school students
and the people of Gilgit-Baltistan on Sunday.
Gilgit-Baltistan, rich in natural beauty, was
given a rare gift by the Pakistan Army.
The Mini Freelancing Hub at Shagar by the Pak-
istan Army was established under the Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC).
This freelancing hub was established in Govt
Boys High School Shagar.
The vice principal of the school, Mehboob Ali,
while appreciating said that this is a good ini-
tiative of the Pakistan Army for the school stu-
dents.
This freelancing hub will provide employment
opportunities for many children, the vice prin-
cipal said.
We are thankful to the Pakistan Army and Chief
of Army Staff, the vice principal said.
The residents and youth expressed their heart-
felt thanks to the Pakistan Army and SIFC.

Pak Army
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ISLAMABAD: The President of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB), Masatsugu Asakawa, vis-
ited the Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP) office to observe its initiatives aimed at
providing cash assistance to the deserving fam-
ilies, supporting enrolment in schools and
maternal and child health in Pakistan.
During the visit to the BISP Tehsil Office in Tax-
ila and the Benazir Nashonuma Centre at Wah
General Hospital, the ADB President was
briefed on BISP’s programs and their impact on
the education, health and well-being of the
poorest households.
Accompanied by an ADB delegation, including
Haruto Takimura, Chief Advisor to the Presi-
dent, Yevgeniy Zhukov, Director General, Yong
Ye, Country Director PRM, Ms. Azusa Sato,
Senior Advisor to the President and others,
President Asakawa received a briefing from
BISP Director General Naveed Akbar. The
briefing covered BISP’s key initiatives, such as
Benazir Kafaalat, Taleemi Wazaif, Nashonuma,
and the Undergraduate Scholarship Program.
DG Akbar also discussed new measures being
implemented, including the New Payment
Model, Mobile Registration Vans, Digital and
Financial Literacy programs, and the extension
of the Nashonuma Program to include adoles-
cent girls.

At the Tehsil office, Taxila and Nashonuma
Facilitation Center in Wah General Hospital,
the ADB delegation interacted with beneficia-
ries and observed the registration process for
the National Socio Economic Registry, the
Taleemi Wazaif and Nashunuma Programs.
The visit also provided insight into the opera-
tional procedures of the BISP office and the
facilitation center.
BISP’s Director General acknowledged the role
of international partners, including the ADB, in
supporting various social protection programs
in Pakistan. He highlighted efforts through
BISP to raise awareness on healthcare services
such as immunization and hospital care during
childbirth, reduction of out of school children,
and school dropouts, which are part of BISP’s
ongoing initiatives. APP

ADB President observes BISP’ initiatives
UNITED NATIONS: The UN General
Assembly has adopted the work
programme for its seventy-ninth
session, deciding to include items
on addressing the legacy of nuclear
weapons and on lethal autonomous
weapons systems in its agenda,
while Russia and Ukraine voiced
opposing views on the body’s con-
sideration of an item relating to the
war-hit eastern European country.
Acting on the recommendation of
its steering committee, the 193-
member Assembly decided that the
general debate, which will be held
from 24 to 30 September, will con-
tinue on Saturday, 28 September.
[The general debate will not be held
on Sunday, 29 September.]
More than 130 heads of
state/government, including Pak-
istan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, are expected to attend the
high-level debate.
The Assembly President Philémon
Yang of Cameroon, highlighted the
Committee’s other recommenda-
tions on the organization of the ses-
sion, concerning rationalization of
work, closing date of the session,
the general debate and the conduct
of meetings.
The Assembly also took note of

information on the ‘right of reply’ —
particularly the organ’s practice
that statements delivered in exer-
cise of the right of reply to
addresses made by Heads of State
be in writing.
It decided to consider the draft
agendas titled “Addressing the
legacy of nuclear weapons: provid-
ing victim assistance and environ-
mental remediation to Member
States affected by the use or testing
of nuclear weapons” and “Lethal
autonomous weapons systems
(LAWS)” under the “Disarmament”

heading on its agenda. (LAWS are
weapons that select and apply force
to targets without human interven-
tion).
Under the “Organizational, adminis-
trative and other matters” heading,
it decided to consider the draft
agendas titled “Eightieth anniver-
sary of the end of the Second World
War”, “Observer status for the
Regional Anticorruption Initiative
in the General Assembly” and
“Observer status for the Interna-
tional Coffee Organization in the
General Assembly”.
During the meeting, Russia disasso-
ciated itself from consensus on the
decision to include the item titled
“The situation in the temporarily
occupied territories of Ukraine” in
the Assembly’s agenda. Stating that
this wording does not reflect reality
and intentionally misleads the inter-
national community, the Russian
representative stressed that it also
denies the fundamental principle of
self-determination.
“The bloody pro-Nazi coup in Kyiv
in 2014 initiated by the West”
caused the systematic persecution
and physical elimination of ethnic
Russian, Russian-speaking and
Christian Orthodox residents in

Ukraine, the Russian representative
said. Meanwhile, she continued,
this agenda item only serves to
propagate the Kyiv regime’s unsub-
stantiated accusations and propa-
ganda. Further, because the topic of
Ukraine is also discussed in other
forums, this agenda item is a clear
example of duplication of efforts.
The representative of Ukraine, for
her part, thanked the Assembly for
the inclusion of this agenda item.
“We deeply regret the disrespectful
attitude displayed by the Russian
delegation towards the General
Assembly, the most-representative
principal organ of this Organiza-
tion,” she said. Against the back-
drop of the Russian Federation’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
retaining this item in the agenda is
of paramount importance.
“We are convinced that the vigilant
attention of the General Assembly
as a primary deliberative policy-
making and representative body is
indispensable in addressing Rus-
sia’s heinous acts of terrorism,” she
stressed, adding that Member
States have shown substantial inter-
est in this year’s debate on the item
— which only underscores its sig-
nificance. APP

UNGA adopts 79th session’s agenda, including
addressing nuclear legacy & lethal autonomous weapons
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