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Balochistan government’s
move for protection of

Churna Island, stating it
a “positive step towards

protecting marine
resources and promoting

environmentally
sustainable development”

Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Climate Change

Romina Khurshid

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister on
Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam on Sunday
urged the Sindh and Balochistan governments to
boost efforts to conserve marine ecosystems. Follow-
ing the recent declaration of Churna Island as a
Marine Protected Area (MPA) by the Balochistan
government, Romina Alam called for additional
MPAs to be established to achieve the global target
of protecting 30% of the ocean area by 2030.
Alam also praised the Balochistan government's
move for protection of Churna Island, stating it a
"positive step towards protecting marine resources
and promoting environmentally sustainable develop-
ment." Churna Island, known for its extensive coral
habitats and biodiversity, is now Pakistan's second
MPA.
The island is home to over 50 species of corals, 250
species of fish, and numerous invertebrates and ver-
tebrates. She offered full support to the Balochistan
government in conserving marine biodiversity and
safeguarding the island's fragile ecosystem and
diverse wildlife.
With over 5,000 MPAs globally, covering more than
8% of the ocean, the Coordinator stressed the impor-
tance of adopting ecosystem-based management
approaches to minimise human impacts and ensure
sustainable use of marine resources. She highlighted
the urgency of protecting marine ecosystems and
wildlife from climate change and human activities,
emphasizing the need for collective action and
shared responsibility to address these environmental
challenges. Alam noted that this initiative will help
regulate anthropogenic activities that harm the
marine ecosystems of the country and protect the
islands from threats like overfishing, pollution, and
climate change impacts.
She also highlighted Pakistan's commitment to
advancing marine conservation efforts in collabora-
tion with all relevant governmental and non-govern-
mental stakeholders, particularly through mangrove
restoration, which has seen a 300% increase since
1992 in the country. DNA

Defence Minister
denounces PTI
founder’s silence

on Israel
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has said PTI founder
is a project of Zionists.
In a video statement this evening, he said Israeli
media is writing in favor of the PTI founder and they
have politically adopted him.
Khawaja Asif said on the one hand, Israel is commit-
ting brutalities in Gaza, while on the other, PTI
founder has never condemned Israel openly.
Khawaja Asif criticized the PTI founder for failing to
openly condemn Israel, despite Israel's ongoing bru-
talities in Gaza.
The Defense Minister also pointed out that Israel
views Pakistan as a threat, given that Pakistan is the
only nuclear power in the Islamic world and has not
recognized Israel since 1947. APP

Expansion of
marine protected
areas’ cover urged

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information, Broadcasting,
National Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar on
Sunday visited the Naval Headquarters on the occa-
sion of Pakistan Navy Day.
The minister laid a floral wreath at the Martyrs'
Memorial, paying tribute to the sacrifices of Navy
personnel who lost their lives in the line of duty.
Addressing on the occasion, Tarar expressed pride in
being present at the memorial and praised the eter-
nal services rendered by the Pakistan Navy for the
country's defense.
He highlighted the significance of Operation Dwarka,
launched on September 7, 1965, and commended the
bravery of Navy personnel who targeted enemy posi-
tions during the operation.
Attaullah Tarar also remembered Lieutenant Aftab
Ahmed Shaheed and other soldiers who have made
the ultimate sacrifice for the nation.
He emphasized the importance of unity in the face of
terrorism and expressed confidence that the nation's
morale would remain high.
In addition to honouring the martyrs, Tarar discussed
the significance of the Blue Economy in the current
era. He highlighted Pakistan's focus on exploring this
sector through joint ventures with multiple countries,
including China, and Middle East to secure the coun-
try's economic revival. The minister reaffirmed the
Navy's role in ensuring the security of Pakistan's seas
and contributing to the country's economic revolu-
tion through the Blue Economy. Later, he offered
Fateha and prayed for the departed soul of martyred.

PTI has track record
to undermine state

writ: Musadik
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Petroleum Dr. Musadik
Malik on Sunday said that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) had a track record of challenging the
state writ and attacks on the defense installations.
Talking to a private news channel, he said that top
leadership of PTI threatening to attack on the federal
capital.
Security measures were taken in Islamabad consid-
ering their track record of anarchy in the country, he
added.
Musadik said that the federal government had the
prerogative to stop these mobs to protect the coun-
try from the security risk. Replying to a query about
any anticipated legislation, he said that in the current
circumstances, amendments were mandatory to
bring clarity in the constitution. APP

Tarar visits Naval
Headquarters, lays
floral wreath on

Martyrs’ Memorial

PESHAWAR: Afghan Taliban
once again resorted to
unprovoked aggression on
the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border and Pakistani forces,
in a befitting response, killed
eight Afghan Taliban.
According to sources,

Afghan Taliban opened unprovoked firing with heavy
weapons on Saturday from inside Afghanistan, target-
ing Pakistani check posts. The Pakistan security forces
responded effectively and killed eight Afghan Taliban,
including key commanders Khalil and Jan Muhammad.
Sixteen Afghan Taliban were also injured in the firing.
The facilitation of terrorist attacks against Pakistan by
the Afghan Taliban is no secret.
In addition to terrorist attacks, the Afghan Taliban’s
aggression on the international border is now openly
visible. SABAH

Afghan Taliban resort to
unprovoked aggression on

Pak-Afghanistan border,
eight Taliban killed in

Pak forces action

Islamabad: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing the inaugural ceremony of countrywide
Special Anti Polio Campaign.

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif has reiterated the commit-
ment that Pakistan will be made polio-free
country through joint efforts completely
eradicating the disease, preventing its re-
emerging in future and ensuring a healthier
future for the coming generation.
Addressing a ceremony after launching the
7-day polio eradication campaign here on
Sunday, the prime minister stressed that a
unified approach and collaborative efforts
are crucial to successfully tackling the polio
challenge and achieving a polio-free Pak-
istan.
Premier Shehbaz Sharif extended a warm
welcome to the attendees and expressed his
appreciation for the outstanding collabora-
tion and tireless efforts of federal and
provincial government staff, foot soldiers,
and security officers, who have worked
together seamlessly to drive the polio eradi-
cation campaign forward.
He expressed his confidence that by work-
ing together with provincial chief ministers,
chief secretaries, health ministers, and
health secretaries, the government will suc-

cessfully eliminate polio, paving the way for
a polio-free future and eradicating this pre-
ventable disease in the years to come.
PM Shehbaz Sharif assured that the polio
eradication campaign is in capable hands,
being led by expert teams, and expressed
optimism that the federal government’s joint
efforts with the provinces will ultimately
lead to the disease’s eradication.
He further pledged that once polio is elimi-
nated, the government will ensure it never
returns, providing a safer future for genera-
tions to come.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday called upon the nation to support
the government’s efforts in promoting liter-
acy and ensuring education for all, empha-
sizing the importance of building a bright
future for the children and the country.
“Literacy is a fundamental human and con-
stitutional right that guarantees the future of
our country,” the prime minister said in a
message on the occasion of International Lit-
eracy Day.
He said literacy was not merely the ability to
read and write, it was a gateway to empow-
erment, economic opportunities, and active
participation in society.
“Today, we reaffirm our commitment to

advancing the education agenda, striving for
a more informed and sustainable nation”, he
said adding “Education is the backbone of
our society. For this purpose, we have
declared an educational emergency across
the country, launched an enrollment cam-
paign for students, and initiated mid-day
meals for children in schools.”
To reduce the dropout rate and encourage
every child to complete their education, the
prime minister pointed out that the govern-
ment had introduced scholarships and other
incentives.
In this rapidly emerging world, developing
literacy and skills in line with technology is
inevitable; the prime minister said adding
that the government was implementing a
comprehensive plan to integrate technology
into the educational system, ensuring that
the youth were equipped with the necessary
skills to thrive in the digital economy.
He said private sector and civil society orga-
nizations were equal partners in the govern-
ment's efforts.
“By establishing effective partnerships, we
can link education with employment and
self-employment opportunities, creating a
stronger and more inclusive workforce,” he
added.

Through joint efforts will make
Pakistan polio-free country, vows PM
PM Shehbaz calls for promoting literacy, ensuring education for all

ISLAMABAD: In his special message on
National Navy Day, Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has paid glowing tribute to the
great sacrifices and unparalleled services of the
officers and personnels of Pakistan Navy. He
added that September 8 is another glorious and
memorable day in the defense history of Pak-
istan.
He said that the valiant personnels of the Pak-
istan Navy destroyed the enemy's naval power
in the 1965 war. Interior Minister said that
September 8 has a history of sacrifices, immor-
tal passions, and extraordinary achievements,
as on this naval forces of Pakistan also
repulsed the enemy like the army and air force.
He stated that the heroes of Pakistan Navy
defeated the enemy and defended the maritime
borders, adding that the officers and personnel
of Pakistan Navy, who protect the maritime
borders, are our pride. Mohsin Naqvi high-
lighted that the indelible role of Pakistan Navy
in the 1965 war will always be remembered in
history with golden letters.
He emphasized that Pakistan Navy is always

ready to face all kind of challenges. He reiterated
that "Navy Day" is a day to pay tribute to the
valiant soldiers of Pakistan Navy. He under-
scored that Pakistan Navy is determined to keep
the spirit of September 8, 1965, alive. DNA

Tributes paid to war heroes

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari and
PrimeMinister MianMuhammad Shehbaz Sharif
have applauded Pakistan Navy for its dedication,
bravery and sacrifices. In their separate mes-
sages on the occasion of Navy Day observed on
Sunday, they said entire nation is proud of Pak-
istan Navy, which always stands ready to defend
the country's maritime borders. In his message,
President Asif Ali Zardari said Pakistan Navy is
well equipped to deal with conventional and non-
conventional naval challenges facing the country.
Reiter1ting the commitment to further modern-
ize Pakistan Navy, Asif Ali Zardari said a strong
Navy is a guarantor of our security and prosper-
ity. He said Pakistan Navy has a key role in the
promotion of national defense and regional
peace and sacrifices of the heroes of Pakistan
Navy are a beacon of light for the nation.
In his message, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said Pakistan Navy's resolute spirit and deter-

mination despite all challenges, exemplifies
their unwavering dedication to duty and pas-
sion for the country. In a post on social media
platform X, Shehbaz Sharif extended his heart-
felt felicitations to Pakistan Navy personnel. In
a message on the occasion, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz Sharif said officers and
jawans of Pakistan Navy are the nation's pride.
She saluted personnel of Pak Navy, serving to
protect Pakistan's sea boundaries.

President Zardari, PM Shehbaz
applaud Pakistan Navy for its

dedication, bravery & sacrifices

LONDON: Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar had a detailed and compre-
hensive interaction with British Parlia-
mentarians of Pakistani origin, at a din-
ner hosted by the High Commissioner
Dr. Mohammad Faisal at the Pakistan
House in London.
The dinner was attended by the Deputy
Speaker House of Commons Nusrat
Ghani, Yasmin Qureshi (MP), Lord Qur-
ban Hussain, Baroness Nosheen
Mubarak, Lord Zameer Chaudhry,
Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, Baroness
Shaista Gohir, Mohammad Afzal Khan
(MP), Naseem Shah (MP), Imran Hus-
sain (MP), Tahir Ali (MP), Zubair Ahmed
(MP), Adnan Hussain (MP), Mohammad
Yasin (MP) and Ayoub Khan (MP).
In his opening remarks, the Deputy
Prime Minister congratulated the newly
elected British-Pakistani Members of

Parliament and reiterated that Pakistan-
UK relations were founded on strong
links of history, culture and common
aspirations for peace, security and
development. In the recent elections, fif-
teen (15) members of Pakistani heritage
were elected to the British Parliament,
which demonstrates the strength of
British democracy and also the success
of British citizens of Pakistani origin.
The Deputy Prime Minister briefed the
Members of Parliament on his govern-
ment’s roadmap for the economic
revival of Pakistan. He recalled that dur-
ing the government of Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif from 2013 to 2017, Pak-
istan had grown to the world’s 24th
largest economy and was projected to
become a member of the G20. The men-
ace of terrorism had also been con-
tained at an immense cost of blood and
treasure. However, political instability,

beginning in 2018, had derailed Pak-
istan’s economic trajectory. Moreover,
the previous government’s policy of
appeasing and rehabilitating extremist
groups, like the Tehreek-e-Taliban and
release of over 100 hardened terrorist

criminals, had led to a resurgence of ter-
rorism.
The Deputy Prime Minister said that the
government will not allow any internal
or external elements, intent on foment-
ing political instability, to derail Pak-

istan’s journey to development and pros-
perity. There could be no question of
engaging with those who have attacked
state institutions and used international
forums to undermine the national inter-
est. He insisted that the government
would not be deterred by any pressure
or challenge in this regard.
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
stressed that the government was com-
mitted to putting Pakistan back on the
road to economic growth and develop-
ment that the country had been charting
in 2017. The difficult and politically
unpopular measures taken by the recent
government are now beginning to bear
fruit. Inflation had been curtailed to sin-
gle digit and the current account deficit
brought under control with stable cur-
rency. There was across-the-board insti-
tutional support for economic reform
and the Special Investment Facilitation

Council, set up by the government last
year, was drawing significant foreign
investors interest in Pakistan’s energy,
mining, IT and agriculture sectors.
The Deputy Prime Minister asked the
Members of Parliament for suggestions
on how the government could draw
more British foreign direct investment in
Pakistan and increase the bilateral trade
volume. Deputy Prime Minister also
stressed that it was important for young
British-Pakistanis to stay connected
with their roots and noted that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan had introduced a
new visa-free policy to encourage Pak-
istani expatriates to visit Pakistan.
The Deputy Prime Minister thanked the
British Parliamentarians for raising the
issue of atrocities inflicted upon the
innocent people of Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir and the people
of Gaza. SABAH

Ishaq Dar appreciates British MPs of Pak origin for their support for human rights in IIOJK & Gaza
15 MPs of Pakistani origin were elected in recent UK elections
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Rethink education
KAMILA HYAT

Weconstantly hear about the alarming rise in unemployment in Pakistan, an issue
exacerbated by several factors, including the ongoing economic crisis, persis-
tent power shortages, and, most recently, the disruptions in wifi and internet
connectivity. The lack of reliable internet access is especially concerning in

today’s digital age, as it stifles opportunities for remote work, freelance jobs, and access to
online learning platforms that could otherwise help bridge the gap for many seeking employ-
ment. Given these challenges, it is crucial that Pakistan not only address its immediate eco-
nomic woes but also develop long-term strategies to create sustainable employment oppor-
tunities for its growing population. This focus on the future is essential, particularly because
Pakistan is home to one of the largest youth populations in the world. An astounding 64 per
cent of Pakistan’s people are under the age of 30, and 20 per cent fall within the critical age
group of 15 to 29 years. With a total population exceeding 240 million, it is evident that mil-
lions of young people will soon be entering the job market, if they have not already done so.
Unfortunately, for these individuals, the current employment landscape is bleak. The with-
drawal of major foreign companies and the closure of many small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) across the country have left many without prospects. The lack of job creation, paired
with a fragile economy, has created a perfect storm for Pakistan’s young workforce, many of
whom are left without opportunities.
So, what is the solution to this growing crisis? Various strategies have been proposed by
economists, policymakers, and business experts. One of the most critical areas to focus on
is addressing the fundamental flaws in Pakistan’s education and training systems. We must
first take stock of what we are offering to the population and assess how we can improve
these offerings to better meet the needs of the current job market. The sad reality is that
only about 50 per cent of Pakistan’s population is considered literate, and the literacy rate is
significantly lower for women and those living in rural or remote areas. Education remains
a privilege for a relatively small percentage of the population, and access to higher education
is even more limited. However, the problem extends beyond formal education. One of the
key issues plaguing the workforce is the lack of technical and vocational training available
to young people. Without the right skills, they are unable to compete for jobs in industries
where specialized knowledge and expertise are in high demand. Global employers are
increasingly looking for workers who are proficient in technical fields such as information
technology, engineering, and advanced manufacturing. Pakistan’s unreliable internet infras-
tructure only compounds the problem by limiting access to remote learning, online certifi-
cation programmes, and digital employment platforms. As a result, Pakistan’s youth are
being pushed further into an already challenging job market where they struggle to compete
with better-trained, more technologically adept workers from other countries. One of the
solutions proposed by experts is to establish a network of technical education centres across
the country. These centres would target individuals who have completed their matriculation
or FA exams and provide them with the hands-on training necessary to enter various indus-
tries. Technical skills are essential for jobs in sectors such as automotive manufacturing,
electronics, textiles, leather goods, and other industries that contribute significantly to Pak-
istan’s export economy. However, the challenge lies in changing the mindset of students and
their families, many of whom still view traditional higher education as the only path to suc-
cess. For decades, the cultural norm in Pakistan has been to pursue university degrees, with
students often enrolling in programmes such as BCom or BA without a clear understanding
of how these qualifications will translate into job opportunities. It may be difficult to con-
vince students, especially those who have achieved good grades in their school-leaving
exams, to opt for technical education instead of pursuing a university degree. However, it is
crucial to help them understand that technical training can lead to high-demand jobs in
industries that offer better employment prospects than traditional academic fields.
Transitioning to a systemwhere technical education is seen as a valuable alternative to higher
education will take time. It will require significant investments in infrastructure, particularly in
the form of large-scale academies and training centres where young people can develop the
skills needed to excel in key industries. These academies must be open to both men and
women, ensuring that everyone has access to the same opportunities. They should focus on
providing practical training in areas such as advanced textile production, leather manufactur-
ing, and even cutting-edge fields like renewable energy and technology innovation. India’s
example highlights how a strong focus on education and technical training can transform a
country’s economy. India’s decision to establish the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) in the
1950s was a visionary move that has paid dividends over the years. Today, India is a global tech
hub, with many of its citizens holding top positions in multinational companies such as Google
and Microsoft. However, it is not only the top-tier professionals that matter; a strong work-
force at every level, equipped with the right skills, is essential for a country’s economic growth.
Pakistan must rethink its education system to ensure that it is producing a workforce that can
meet the needs of both domestic and international employers. There is no benefit in pushing
every student towards higher education, especially when so many cannot afford the high fees
charged by private institutions or must settle for the subpar standards of government schools.
Instead, we must invest in creating a robust technical education system that provides young
people with the skills they need to succeed in today’s economy.

The writer is a freelance columnist and former newspaper editor.
She can be reached at: kamilahyat@hotmail.com

G
iven the deafening
buzz that the so-
called Karsaz acci-
dent had created, its
finale on Friday is
bound to generate

excited conversations about the
message that it purportedly has
delivered. The crux of it would be:
oh, the rich and the powerful can
always get away with these things.
It was on August 19 that a speeding
Toyota Land Cruiser, driven by a
woman, had crushed to death a 60-
year-old man and his 22-year-old
daughter, who were on a motorcy-
cle, in Karachi’s Karsaz area. I will
not go into details that are sensa-
tional in a way but only point out
that on Friday, a sessions court
granted bail to the driver, and it was
announced that the suspect was par-
doned by the victims’ family “in the
name of Allah”. End of story –
almost.
Actually, this news is just an excuse
for me to raise the larger and
socially crucial issue of how the
elite of Pakistan conducts itself and
what ordinary citizens feel about it.
At a time when people are struggling
to survive and protect their human
dignity in an environment of oppres-
sion and disorder, the elite is seen to
be living it up. And the manner in
which the SUVs and luxury vehicles
lord it over on the roads is one
example of the gap that exists
between, say, ‘us and them’.

When Shehbaz Sharif became prime
minister, the economy was mani-
festly his first priority. With his repu-
tation as a good administrator, some
drastic measures were expected to
show to the people that the govern-
ment was also tightening its belt. In
fact, it made eminent political sense
to even take cosmetic measures to
curtail the pomp and show of the
higher echelons of the government.
We do have some evidence that aus-
terity in government’s expenses is
very much on the cards, though no
decisive action has yet been taken.
What may be described as my sec-
ond excuse for this column is that
economist Kaiser Bengali, who is
more of a social activist, has
resigned from the federal govern-
ment’s high-powered committee for
rightsizing. He said that he was dis-
appointed and saddened by the gov-
ernment’s lack of commitment to
reduce expenditures.
Kaiser Bengali has claimed that the
government wanted to put the entire
burden of ‘rightsizing’ on its employ-
ees of lower grades – something an
official spokesman denied. But the
main assertion of the economist is
that the economy is in a state of col-
lapse and Islamabad is not aware of
it. In his view, the foremost priority
should be “to stem the fiscal hemor-
rhage that threatens to be fatal for
the economy and the country”.
We know how committees are
assigned these tasks. But why
should the prime minister have
waited for this process? It is some-
thing that should earnestly be initi-
ated on his first day in office. Taking
the larger issue into consideration,
reducing the government’s expendi-
tures is a relatively minor and easier

matter.
Among other things, Pakistan’s sur-
vival will depend on the creation of
an egalitarian society in which all
citizens are provided equal opportu-
nity on the basis of merit and perfor-
mance. A small elite that makes sure
that its fortress of privilege is not
breached by the lowly populace can
only be a death wish for a country.
Let me try to illustrate this thought
with some facts that Miftah Ismail,
also an economist, has placed
before us in a video circulated on
social media.
He said that there have been times
when almost half of the federal cab-
inet had attended the same school.
In Imran Khan’s last year, almost 60
per cent of his cabinet had come
from Aitchison College, Lahore. At
one time, half of the judges of the
Supreme Court were also from
Aitchison College. Similarly, more
than half of the very rich business-
men and leaders of the corporate
sector were educated at Karachi
Grammar School.
These figures may be disputed but
the point that Miftah Ismail is mak-
ing is valid. There are, he argues,
around 400,000 schools in the coun-
try but children who have the privi-
lege of going to just a few, perhaps
eight or ten, schools will rule this
country. So, if there are 8,000 stu-
dents in these schools this year, they
are assured room at the top, just as
their parents are at the top now.
Pakistan’s elite is one percent of its
population – and Miftah Ismail
admits to being a member of this
small and privileged minority. So far,
Pakistan has really done well for
this elite. But how long can it go on?
For that matter, it has been going on

for very long. Let me mention
another Pakistani economist: Dr
Mahbubul Haq, who was one of Gen
Ziaul Haq’s finance ministers. He
later earned his reputation as an
international development theorist
and had the distinction of introduc-
ing UNDP’s Human Development
Index.
In the 80s, he identified 22 families
which, he said, owned much of Pak-
istan’s wealth. Many of the names
that he named are still in business
though one cannot be sure about the
number of families – or individuals –
that own Pakistan now. Perhaps
more important would be to identify
families or groups that rule Pak-
istan. In any case, Mahbubul Haq’s
22 families were considered synony-
mous with “enormous wealth and
unbounded pelf”.
As an aside, I would say that in the
present situation, even the elite may
be in a state of distress about the
national sense of direction. But
there are no indications that it is
anxious to introduce major reforms
in a system that has put them in the
driving seat. They are not willing to
‘re-imagine’ Pakistan, as Miftah
Ismail would put it.
Coming back to the austerity mea-
sures that are on Shehbaz Sharif’s
table. This would just be a small step
in the right direction. But when a
government is not able to take a
small step in so many months, big
strides that are necessary for mean-
ingful social change cannot even be
imagined. Will the elite ostenta-
tiously celebrate its own demise?

The writer is a senior journalist.
He can be reached at:

ghazi_salahuddin@hotmail.com

Who owns Pakistan?

Vaping damages young people’s lungs as much as
smoking, according to research that has
prompted fresh debate over the health risks of e-
cigarettes.
The study compared vapers and smokers in a
strenuous exercise test and found both groups
emerged as being less fit and much more out of
breath than people who have neither habit.
Dr Azmy Faisal and colleagues at Manchester
Metropolitan University asked 60 people in their
20s to have their lung capacity recorded by spend-
ing time on a static exercise bike. Twenty were
non-smokers, 20 others had vaped for at least two
years and the other 20 had smoked for at least
two years. The vapers had an average “peak exer-
cise capacity”, which, at 186 watts, was similar to
that of the smokers (182 watts) but much lower
than that among the non-smokers or vapers (226

watts). The test measures the maximum amount
of physical exercise that someone can achieve.
In addition, the vapers and smokers were less
able to take in oxygen – at 2.7 litres and 2.6 litres
a minute, respectively – than those who neither
smoked nor vaped (3 litres).
“The study adds to growing evidence that long-
term use of vaping is harmful and challenges the
idea that vaping could be a healthier alternative
to smoking”, said Faisal and his co-authors of the
study, which they presented on Sunday at the
European Respiratory Society’s (ESC) conference
in Vienna. “Both vapers and smokers showed
signs that their blood vessels were not working as
well as the non-smoking and non-vaping group,
according to the blood tests and ultrasound
scans. “The smokers and the vapers were more
out of breath, experienced intense leg fatigue and

had higher levels of lactate in their blood, a sign
of muscle fatigue, even before they reached their
maximum level of exercise.”
The proportion of adults in Britain using vapes
has climbed steadily over recent years, from 4.2%
in 2014 to 11%, with many smokers using them as
a way of kicking that habit. But the proportion of
11 to 17-year-olds vaping has risen much more
sharply over the same period, from 1.3% to 7.6%.
Medical researchers have found evidence that
vaping increases the risk of cancer, because it
changes their DNA, and also that it may damage
the brain and vital organs because e-cigarette
aerosols and liquids can contain traces of toxic
metals such as lead and uranium.
Dr Filippos Filippidis, the chair of the ESC’s
tobacco control committee, and a reader in public
health at Imperial College London, said: “Vapes

Vaping damages young people’s lungs as much as smoking, study suggests

Eve Hewson is in early discussions to
star in Steven Spielberg's upcoming
untitled event film, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Hewson recently appeared alongside
Nicole Kidman and Dakota Fanning in
Netflix's limited series, The Perfect
Couple, and has also been seen in Bad
Sisters, Flora and Son, The Knick,
Enough Said, and This Must Be The
Place. This project would mark a
reunion for Hewson and Spielberg,
who previously collaborated on 2015's
Bridge of Spies.
The film, starring Tom Hanks, tells
the story of an American lawyer
recruited to defend a Soviet spy dur-
ing the Cold War, and later helps facil-

itate a prisoner exchange.
Details about the upcoming film's plot
are scarce, but it's based on a story by
Spielberg, with a screenplay by David
Koepp, who has worked on several
notable films, including Jurassic Park
and Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of
the Crystal Skull.
Kristi Macosko Krieger, producer of
The Fabelmans and West Side Story,
will produce the film, set for wide
release on May 15, 2026.
Spielberg's latest project follows his
2022 semi-autobiographical film, The
Fabelmans, which received seven
Oscar nominations, including best pic-
ture, best original screenplay, and best
achievement in directing.

Eve Hewson in talks to star in Steven
Spielberg's untitled event film

Untitled Spielberg film sets release date for May 15, 2026, with Eve Hewson

SpaceX Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Elon
Musk has said that his company would
launch first uncrewed Starships to Mars in
two years when the next Earth-Mars transfer
window opens.
Taking to social media platform X, Musk said:
"These will be uncrewed to test the reliabil-
ity of landing intact on Mars."
The tech mogul further said if those landings
go well the company will launch its first
crewed flights to the Red Planet in four years.
His remarks come after he said in April that
the first uncrewed starship to land on Mars
would be within five years, with the first peo-
ple landing on Mars within seven years.
Continuing on, the X owner said that after the
crewed missions, the flight ratio will grow
exponentially with "the goal of building a self-
sustaining city in about 20 years".
"Being multiplanetary will vastly increase the
probable lifespan of consciousness, as we
will no longer have all our eggs, literally and
metabolically, on one planet," the

entrepreneur remarked.
Recalling that SpaceX created the first fully
reusable rocket stage and made the reuse
economically viable, Musk noted that making
life multiplanetary was "fundamentally a cost
per tonne to Mars problem".
"It currently costs about a billion dollars per ten
of useful payload to the surface of Mars. That
needs to be improved to $100k/tonne to build a
self-sustaining city there, so the technology
needs to be 10,000 times better. Extremely dif-
ficult, but not impossible," he said.

SpaceX to launch first uncrewed
missions to Mars in two years

Hafiza Saba Ashraf

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

History of Pakistan
Bhutto indicated that Kashmir would
be released from Indian occupation
by negotiation or, if that failed, by
armed force, but there was little indi-
cation that Ayub Khan had sanc-
tioned Bhutto’s pronouncement. Nev-
ertheless, the foreign minister’s
speech appeared to be both solace to
the pro-Kashmiri interests in West
Pakistan and a green light to the Pak-
istan army to begin making plans for
a campaign in the disputed region.
A new war over Kashmir was not
long in coming. Skirmishes between
Indian and Pakistani forces on the
line of control between the two
administrated portions of the region
increased in the summer of 1965, and
by September major hostilities had
erupted between the two neighbours.
Indian strategy confounded Pakistani
plans, as New Delhi ordered its
forces to strike all along the border
between India and West Pakistan and
to launch air raids against East Pak-
istan and even threaten to invade the
East. Pakistan’s military stores soon
were exhausted, a situation made

worse by an American-imposed arms
embargo on both states that affected
Pakistan much more than India.
Ayub Khan had to consider halting
the hostilities.
Ultimately, Ayub Khan was forced to
accept a United Nations-sponsored
cease-fire and to give up Pakistan’s
quest for resolving the Kashmir prob-
lem by force of arms. Embarrassed
and humiliated, Ayub Khan saw all
his efforts at building a new Pakistan
dashed in one failed venture, and he
was compelled to attend a peace con-
ference with the Indian prime minis-
ter, Lal Bahadur Shastri, in Tashkent,
in Soviet Uzbekistan. There the two
leaders were unable to reach a satis-
factory agreement of their own mak-
ing, and their hosts compelled them
to sign a draft prepared for them. At
that juncture, Bhutto, who had
accompanied Ayub Khan to the con-
ference, indicated a desire to sepa-
rate himself from his mentor. Ayub
Khan’s popularity had reached its
lowest level, and, in the Pakistani
game of zero-sum politics, Bhutto

anticipated gaining what the presi-
dent had lost. Pressed by Ayub Khan,
Bhutto held up his resignation, but
soon thereafter he broke with the
president, joined his voice to the
opposition, and in due course orga-
nized his own political party, the Pak-
istan People’s Party (PPP).
Ayub Khan was never the same after
signing the Tashkent Agreement.
Confronted by rising opposition
that was now led by Bhutto in West
Pakistan and Mujibur Rahman in
East Pakistan, Ayub Khan struck
back by arresting both men.
Acknowledging that he could not
manage the country without a mod-
icum of cooperation from the politi-
cians, Ayub Khan summoned a con-
ference of opposition leaders and
withdrew the state of emergency
under which Pakistan had been gov-
erned since 1965. These conces-
sions, however, failed to conciliate
the opposition, and in February
1969 Ayub announced that he would
not contest the presidential election
scheduled for 1970. In the mean-

time, protests mounted in the
streets, and strikes paralyzed the
economy. Sparked by grievances
that could not be contained, espe-
cially in East Pakistan, the disorder
spread to the western province, and
all attempts to restore tranquility
proved futile. One theme sustained
the demonstrators: Ayub Khan had
remained in power too long, and it
was time for him to go.
In March 1969, Ayub Khan
announced his retirement and named
Gen. Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan
to succeed him as president. Once
again the country was placed under
martial law. Yahya Khan, like Ayub
Khan before him, assumed the role of
chief martial-law administrator. In
accepting the responsibility for lead-
ing the country, Yahya Khan said he
would govern Pakistan only until the
national election in 1970. Yahya Khan
abolished Ayub Khan’s basic democ-
racies system and abrogated the 1962
constitution.

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony is organizing the 49th Seerat-un-
Nabi Conference on the 12th of Rabi-ul-Awwal high-
lighting the significance of this blessed month in the
Islamic calendar.
Through this annual feature, the ministry promotes
religious harmony, tolerance, brotherhood, equality,
respect for humanity, non-violence, unity, reconcilia-
tion, and dialogue in light of the current situation in
the country.
Exchanging his views with this national news agency,
Ministry’s Spokesperson Muhammad Umar Butt
informed that the conference comprises two main
segments: the National Seerat and Naat Book Com-
petition Awards Ceremony and the Seerat-un-Nabi
Conference. He said the ministry invited entries in
national, regional, and international languages (Ara-
bic and English) for the National Seerat and Naat
Book Competition Awards encouraging the partici-
pants to submit books and essays on Seerat and Naat
within the stipulated timeframe.
Umar said the competition for the year 2024 was
announced in January, and each selected book and
essay was evaluated by a panel of at least three
experts, who are PhD-level professors and specialists
in their fields. The reports of these experts were then
reviewed by an apex committee, which determines
the winners, he said adding that a total of 164 books
were submitted for this year’s competition, with 30
individuals selected for awards. Additionally, he said
118 Seerat essays were received, and 33 individuals
were awarded. A total of 63 individuals were recog-
nized for their contributions this year, he maintained.
Umar said the Seerat-un-Nabi Conference is held
annually to promote and disseminate the teachings
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him). He said renowned religious scholars from Pak-
istan and the Islamic world participate in this confer-
ence, which serves as a platform for dialogue, mutual
understanding, and the reduction of differences
among scholars.
Umar mentioned that the theme selected for this
year’s conference is “The State’s Educational System
in the Light of Seerat-un-Nabi (Peace Be Upon Him).”
Recognizing the significance of the conference, he
said the ministry publishes and distributes the pro-
ceedings and high-quality papers presented on this
topic to institutions and libraries free of charge.
These papers are also uploaded to the ministry’s web-
site, he added. Umar said as per schedule, the Seerat-
un-Nabi Conference will be held on the 12th of Rabi-
ul-Awwal, 1446 AH and the prime minister will be the
chief guest at the opening session, while the presi-
dent will preside over the second session. He said
distinguished scholars and religious leaders from
across the country will address the conference on the
theme. Additionally, he said awards will be dis-
tributed to the winners of the National Seerat and
Naat competitions. As part of the Seerat-un-Nabi cel-
ebrations, Umar said the ministry has also directed
all federal and provincial ministries, departments,
and educational institutions to organize events, gath-
erings, and programmes related to Seerat-un-Nabi
throughout the month of Rabi-ul-Awwal. APP

Ministry organizes
49th Seerat-un-

Nabi Conference to
promote religious
harmony, unity

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the National Assembly,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, on Sunday paid homage to the
officers and soldiers of the Pakistan Navy for their
outstanding defense of the nation's maritime bor-
ders during the 1965 India-Pakistan war. In his
message on Navy Day, he expressed pride in the
Navy's capabilities, acknowledging the crucial role
of the Navy, Air Force, and Army in making Pak-
istan's defense impenetrable.
Sadiq praised the Pakistan Navy for successfully
defending the country's waters, despite limited
resources, and inflicting significant damage on the
Indian naval forces. "The Pakistan Navy has
always safeguarded our seas," he said, highlight-
ing the Navy's heroic efforts in destroying key
enemy installations during the 1965 conflict.
He affirmed that the Navy remains ever-ready to
protect the nation's waters and that the sacrifices
of Pakistan's brave armed forces will always be
remembered.
The Speaker expressed pride in the Navy's dedica-
tion to defending the nation, stating that any
threat to the country will be met with a decisive
response. DNA

Senator Irfan Siddiqui
calls for unity to address
economic challenges

ISLAMABAD: Senator
Irfan Siddiqui of the
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-
N) Sunday empha-
sized the need for col-
lective efforts to
address Pakistan’s
economic challenges
and extended an invi-
tation to all stake-

holders to contribute suggestions for achieving eco-
nomic stability.
Talking to a private news channel, he also made it
clear that his party leadership will not compromise
on the incident that occurred on May 9, indicating a
firm stance on the matter.
Senator Irfan Siddiqui’s statement also conveyed a
strong message regarding the incident on May 9,
asserting that the PML-N leadership will not waver in
their stance.
Senator Siddiqui is signalling that any discussions or
negotiations will not come at the cost of compromis-
ing on this issue.
The senator also clarified that the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party’s claims about PML-N holding or
offering talks are misleading and untrue.
He emphasized that no specific agenda has been dis-
cussed or raised with any party, contradicting PTI’s
assertions.
Senator Irfan Siddiqui has voiced concerns regarding
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) alleged involve-
ment in the May 9 incident, questioning the actions
of those responsible and calling for a thorough inves-
tigation to ensure accountability.
He has also stressed that the country’s economy
requires political stability and has invited all stake-
holders to contribute suggestions for achieving eco-
nomic stability. APP

Ayaz pays tribute
to Pakistan Navy

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar
on Sunday expressed deep grief and sorrow over the
death of former PTV News Director Current Affairs
Athar Waqar Azeem.
In a condolence message, the minister in his heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to the family of the
deceased
said, he was deeply saddened to hear the news of
Athar Waqar Azeem's death. Athar Waqar Azeem's ser-
vices to Pakistan Television will always be remem-
bered, he maintained.
"Athar Waqar Azim's professional career spanning fifty
years was a beacon of light future generations", he said
adding that the vacuum created by Athar Waqar
Azeem's death will never be filled.
He prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the departed soul
in eternal peace and grant courage to the bereaved
family to bear this loss with fortitude.

Tarar grieved over death of
former director PTV News

Athar Waqar Azeem

ISLAMABAD: Disrupted Traffic system in the twin cities creating severe problems for citizens, the traffic
on the Islamabad Express Highway is moving on the wrong lane. ONLINE

ALLENBY CROSSING, West Bank: Three
Israelis were shot and killed Sunday at the bor-
der crossing between the West Bank and Jor-
dan, Israeli officials said, in what appeared to
be an attack linked to the 11-month-old war in
Gaza. Israel's military said the gunman
approached the Allenby Bridge Crossing from
the Jordanian side in a truck and opened fire at
Israeli security forces, who killed him in a
shootout. Israel’sMagenDavidAdom rescue ser-
vice said the three Israelis were all men in their
50s. Relatives identified the gunman asMaher al-
Jazi, a retired Jordanian soldier from Athroh, a
town in the impoverished area of Maan.
Jordan is investigating the shooting, its state-
run Petra News Agency reported. TheWestern-
allied Arab country made peace with Israel in
1994 but is deeply critical of its policies toward
the Palestinians. Jordan has a large Palestinian
population and has seen mass protests against
Israel over the war in Gaza. The Allenby cross-
ing over the Jordan River, also known as the
King Hussein Bridge, is mainly used by Pales-
tinians and international tourists, as well as for
cargo shipments. The crossing has seen few
security incidents over the years, but in 2014
Israeli security guards shot and killed a Jorda-
nian judge who they said had attacked them.
Authorities in Israel and Jordan said the cross-
ing was closed until further notice. Israel later
announced the closure of both of its land
crossings with Jordan, near Beit Shean in the
north and Eilat in the south.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
condemned the attack and linked it to Israel's
larger conflict with Iran and allied militant
groups, including Hamas in Gaza and Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon.
The Israeli-occupied West Bank has seen a
surge of violence since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack
out of Gaza triggered the war there. Israel has
launched near-daily military arrest raids into
dense Palestinian residential areas, and there
has been a rise in Israeli settler violence and
Palestinian attacks on Israelis.
Also on Sunday, loved ones mourned Aysenur
Ezgi Eygi, an American-Turkish woman who
was shot dead on Friday in theWest Bank. She
had been demonstrating against Israeli settle-
ments there. The White House has said it was
“deeply disturbed” and called on Israel to
investigate, while her family seeks an indepen-
dent investigation. Her body remained at a hos-
pital in the West Bank city of Nablus.
In Gaza, meanwhile, an Israeli airstrike early
Sunday killed five people, including two
women, two children and a senior official in
the Civil Defense— first responders who oper-
ate under the Hamas-run government.
The Civil Defense said the strike targeted the
home of its deputy director for northern Gaza,
Mohammed Morsi, in the urban Jabaliya
refugee camp.
There was no immediate comment from the
Israeli military. The army says it tries to avoid
harming civilians and only targets militants.

Another Israeli strike hit the Eid family home
in the Nuseirat refugee camp and killed at least
two girls, according to an Associated Press
journalist who counted the bodies and wit-
nesses. First responders were looking for oth-
ers under the rubble. Gaza's Health Ministry
says over 40,000 Palestinians have been killed
in Gaza since the war began. It does not differ-
entiate between fighters and civilians in its
count. The war has caused vast destruction
and displaced around 90% of Gaza's population
of 2.3 million, often multiple times.
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, in their Oct. 7 attack. They
abducted another 250 and are still holding
around 100 after releasing most of the rest in
exchange for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel
during a weeklong cease-fire last November.
Around a third of the remaining hostages
inside Gaza are believed to be dead.
The United States, Qatar and Egypt have spent
months trying to broker a cease-fire and the
return of the hostages, but the negotiations
have repeatedly bogged down.
Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east
Jerusalem — territories the Palestinians want
for a future state — in the 1967 Mideast war.
Israel withdrew soldiers and settlers from
Gaza in 2005 but maintained control over its
airspace, coastline and most of its land cross-
ings. Along with Egypt, it imposed a blockade
on Gaza after Hamas seized power from rival
Palestinian forces in 2007. AP

Shooting attack at the
West Bank-Jordan border
crossing kills 3 Israelis

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police have successfully thwarted a
potential terror attack by seizing a cache of
dangerous weapons and explosives in the
Sangjani area. According to an Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) police spokesperson,
heightened security alerts have been in place
due to the ongoing threat of terrorism.
He said Search operations were being con-
ducted in view of the threat of terrorism in
the gatherings.
Considering these circumstances additional
personnel were deployed in different areas of
the city, he added. He said during a search
operation in Sangjani, police discovered a
suspicious bag.
Upon examination, the bag was found to con-
tain destructive explosives, hand grenades,

detonators, and other explosive materials, he
said. He said the Bomb Disposal Squad of
Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police was
immediately called to the scene and success-
fully neutralized the explosives.
Following the operation, the area was cor-
doned off, and a high alert has been issued
throughout the city, he said adding that
increased checks are now being conducted at
all city entrances and exits as part of the
enhanced security protocol.
Police officials have urged citizens to cooper-
ate with the increased security measures and
to report any suspicious activity by calling 15.
He said search operations are ongoing, and
law enforcement agencies continue their
efforts to ensure the safety and security of the
city. DNA

ICT Police avert terror
attack: Explosives and weapons

seized in Sangjani

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has said that the unforgettable
role of Pakistan Navy in the defense of the
country will always be remembered.
In her message on Pakistan Navy Day, Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz said that she
salutes the Pakistan Navy, which is responsi-
ble for protecting Pakistan's maritime bor-
ders, and the nation pays tribute to the
achievements of the veterans of the Pakistan
Navy.
She said that the officers and jawans of Pak-
istan Navy are the nation's pride. She saluted
personnel of Pak Navy, serving to protect Pak-
istan's sea boundaries.
She said that September 8 commemorates the
sacrifices and extraordinary achievements of
the leaders of the Pakistan Navy. In 1965 and

1971, the Pakistan Navy defeated the enemy
and caused irreparable damage.
Maryam Nawaz said the unforgettable role of
Pakistan Navy in defense of the homeland will
always be remembered in history, Pakistan
Navy is a talented and dynamic professional
naval force in the region.

Unforgettable role of Pakistan Navy
in the defense of country will always
be remembered: Maryam Nawaz

Says Sep 8 commemorates sacrifices & extraordinary
achievements of the leaders of Pakistan Navy

ISLAMABAD: Maldivian High Commissioner
Mohamed Thoha emphasized the need for
direct air links between Maldives and Pakistan
to foster brotherly relations and promote bilat-
eral tourism. He made these remarks during a
visit to the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI), where he met with Presi-
dent Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari to explore new
avenues of bilateral coopration.
Thoha highlighted the rich trade and business
potential between the two countries, particu-
larly in the export of high-grade tuna from Mal-
dives to Pakistan. He described Pakistan as a
fascinating country with hospitable inhabitants
and identified opportunities for strengthening
business ties in sectors like fruit and vegetable
exports.
The High Commissioner also showcased his
country's investor-friendly environment, offer-
ing visa exemptions and real estate investment
opportunities. He mentioned Maldives' plans to
build 36,000 apartments in Male' and invited
Pakistani investors to explore this sector.
Thoha emphasized the importance of reviving
the South Asian Association of Regional States
(SAARC) to strengthen regional cooperation.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari commended the High
Commissioner's efforts to advance bilateral
business ties and suggested collaborative
efforts to promote tourism. He also highlighted

the potential for exchange programs, close col-
laboration between Chambers of Commerce,
tuna imports, climate change initiatives, and
ecotourism to enhance relations.
He also invited the visiting guest to join the
ICCI's upcoming delegation to Swat Valley on
September 22-23, which will include Ambas-
sadors, diplomats, and business leaders. This
trip aims to explore the valley's vast potential
and uncover opportunities for collaboration
and investment. Zafar Bakhtawari, Secretary
General United Business Group (UBG) said
that Maldives carries significance for Pakistan
not only because of a Muslim country but also
a member of the SAARC.
He praised the High Commissioner as a

dynamic personality and expressed hope for
strengthened relations during his tenure. He
noted Pakistan's support for Maldivian diplo-
mats and students, as well as Maldives' consis-
tent support for Pakistan's candidatures in
international bodies. DNA

ICCI President, Maldivian
Ambassador discuss trade

QUETTA Governor Balochistan
Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
on Sunday lauded the efforts of
the management of Allama Iqbal
Open University (AIOU) on cre-
ating opportunities for modern
education and skills for overseas
Pakistanis also which is ensuring
that knowledge knows no bor-
ders.
Addressing the convocation of
Allama Iqbal Open University
Quetta Chapter, he said that
Allama Iqbal Open University is
a major source of imparting
higher education in the country
which simultaneously enlightens
the minds of students from
urban and rural areas of the
country.
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail high-
lighted the uniqueness of AIOU
providing education to students
of any age, class and from all
over the country. He expressed
these views while addressing the
participants of the convocation
held at Noori Naseer Khan Cul-
tural Complex on Sunday.
During the convocation, the

graduates including 27 females
were conferred with degrees and
gold medals, which is an impor-
tant milestone in their educa-
tional journey. Many distin-
guished guests, including
Professor of Allama Iqbal Open
University Dr Nasir Mahmood,
Dean of Faculties, a large num-
ber of parents, teachers and
graduating graduates attended
the convocation.
Addressing the participants of
the convocation, Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan Man-
dokhail said that AIOU is consid-
ered to be one of the most
prominent universities in the
world due to its distance educa-
tion system. He added it is grati-
fying that Allama Iqbal Open
University paves the way for a
bright future by harnessing mod-
ern digital information technol-
ogy to produce skilled man-
power as per modern market
demands.
Governor Balochistan Jaffar
Khan extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to all the new gradu-

ates of Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity and their parents. He said
that a prestigious convocation is
a testament to your success,
dedication and perseverance.
He said that consistent with
great wisdom and prudence
which emphasizes on seek
knowledge from the cradle to
the grave. While congratulating
AIOU on the successful convoca-
tion, he appreciated the con-
scious efforts of the Vice Chan-
cellor and his entire team and
said that he has high expecta-
tions from AIOU to continue the
chain of imparting education and
skills and stay up-to-date with
the ever-changing world.
It may be mentioned that Allama
Iqbal Open University has com-
pleted its fifty years of educational
journey. Its regional campuses
from Gilgit-Baltistan to Gwadar
are striving to enlighten the minds
of the new generation.Apart from
this, till now the AIOU has
reached thirty-six countries of the
world, which is a source of pride
for all of us. INP

Governor Baluchistan
appraises AIOU

LAHORE: According to a health department
spokesperson, dengue fever cases are on the
rise in Punjab, with 27 new cases reported in
the last 24 hours.
Of the new cases, 19 were reported in
Rawalpindi, Lahore, Chakwal, and Bahawalpur
each reported two cases. Over the past seven
days, Punjab has recorded 81 dengue cases.
"This year, 447 dengue cases have been
reported in the province so far," the health
department spokesperson said.
The Health Department has stated that all
arrangements for anti-dengue measures have
been completed. "All government hospitals
have sufficient stocks of medicines, including
those needed for dengue treatment," the
spokesperson added.
Health officials are urging the public to take
preventative measures, such as eliminating
standing water and using mosquito repellents,
to help curb the spread of the disease. INP

27 dengue cases
reported in Punjab
over last 24 hours
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