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PNS SHAMSHEER
& PNS HAIBAT
visit UAE
and conduct

bilateral exercise
NASL AL BAHR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ships SHAMSHEER and

Message from Chief of
the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf on the
occasion of Navy Day

eptember
8th  (the
Navy Day
is a
remark-
able day in our naval
history, where our
fearless warriors,

HAIBAT visited port Mina Zayid Abu Dhabi UAE, to
participate in Ex NASL AL BAHR. Upon arrival, Pak-
istan Navy Ships were received by Senior Officials of
UAE Navy and Defence Attaché of Pakistan.
Mission Commander along with Commanding Offi-
cers PNS SHAMSHEER and PNS HAIBAT called on
Brig Abdullah Faraj Al Muhairi, Deputy Commander
UAE (Navy). During the interactions, matters of
mutual interests were discussed and enhancement of
bilateral ties in all spheres was reaffirmed. In addi-
tion, conduct modalities of Ex NASL AL BAHR were
also deliberated with host navy.

During the port stay, Assistant Minister for Security
and Maritime Affairs of UAE; Salem Saeed Al Jabri,
Ambassador Pakistan to UAE, senior leadership of
UAE Armed Forces and notables from Pakistani
community also visited the ship. Students and Pak-
istani community displayed excitement during their
visits onboard Ship. Officers and men of both the
navies also conducted cross visit of naval units and
participated in joint sports activities.

After the port call, PNS SHAMSHEER & PNS
HAIBAT will participate in Ex NASL AL BAHR. The
exercise is aimed to enhance interoperability, display

driven by unshake-
able resolve, struck
against the enemy )

with absolute 4 A

impunity and bravado. This day stands as an endur-
ing tribute to the selfless sacrifices of our gallant offi-
cers and sailors, whose exemplary valour continues
to inspire generations and inflame the spirit of patri-
otism across the nation.

The Navy Day is an occasion to commemorate a
series of extraordinary operations that embody the
unfailing enthusiasm and unprecedented courage of
our sea sentinels. Operation 'SOMNATH' shines as a
beacon of valour, where a formidable Pakistan Navy
Flotilla comprising seven major warships executed a
daring surprise attack on the Indian Port of Dwarka.
This audacious operation inflicted significant dam-
age on critical shore installations and a key radar sta-
tion, which signified unparalleled professionalism
and dealt a serious blow to the enemy. During the
1965 war, PNS/M GHAZI emerged as a grisly deter-
rent, epitomizing our operational ascendancy and
raising stakes for the enemy, harbouring malicious

operational readiness and consolidate existing strong
bilateral relations between the two navies. PR

Security forces while
foiling attack at Frontier
Corps HQ in Mohmand
District kill four suicide
bombers: ISPR

RAWALPINDL: In
early hours of 6
September 2024, a
group of four
Khwarij tried to
attack a Frontier
Corps Headquar-
ters in Mohmand
District.
According to the
statement issued
by the ISPR, the
attempt to enter
the camp was effectively thwarted by the security
forces personnel, and resultantly the Khwarij, all four
suicide bombers, were sent to hell before they could
cause the intended damage.

Sanitization operation is being conducted to elimi-
nate any other Kharji found in the area. Pakistan

Entire nation is proud of [ e
Pakistan Air Force: PM Shehbaz

bat readiness at all times in today's rapidly evolving
Says their

global landscape, where potential contingencies
demand constant vigilance. The Navy is steadfast in
its commitment to modernise and expand its fleet
exceptional service
& Prowess ensures
that our skies are

capabilities through the induction of cutting-edge
warships, submarines, maritime aircraft and patrol

vessels. Ongoing projects in these domains manifest

the Navy's strategic direction to enhance its opera-

safe & their

determination &
valour contributes to
a stronger Pakistan

tional prowess and boost the existing infrastructure.
VOM Report

Pakistan Navy's regional influence is reinforced by
its sustained presence in international waters and
meaningful engagements with the regional navies.
These efforts underscore the Navy's commitment to
fostering cooperation, promoting maritime security,
and advancing its role as a ‘force for good’ in the
region. Pakistan Navy is striving in concert with the
Government to stimulate the maritime sector, har-
ness the vast potential of Blue Economy and drive
growth to usher tangible economic benefits to Pak-
istan.

Today, as we celebrate the Navy Day, we reaffirm our
resolve and pay rich tributes to the Shuhadas and
Ghazis who have made innumerable sacrifices in the
defence of the country. The Officers, CPOs/Sailors,
and Civilians of Pakistan Navy pledge to stand firm
in the face of any adversity and protect our nation’s
maritime interests, at all costs.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mian Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif has said the entire PAF created history of courage and bravery. minute.

nation is proud of Pakistan Air Force. Despite being less in number, the brave Meanwhile, in a post on his X handle on the
In a message on the occasion of PAF Day, men of PAF foiled the evil intentions of the occasion of PAF Day, the Prime Minister

May Allah be our guide and protector, Ameen!

security forces stand valiant, with the sheer determi- [ PM Shehbaz Sharif paid tributes to sacri- enemy. said their exceptional service and prowess PAKISTAN NAVY ZINDABAD
nation and resolve, to wipe out the menace of terror- fices and professoinalism of Pakistan Air The Prime Minister said that M. M. Alam ensures that our skies are safe, and their
ism from the country. PR Force. shattered the enemy's arrogance by determination and valour contributes to a PAKISTAN PAINDABAD

He mentioned that on this date in 1965, the destroying five of their aircraft within a stronger Pakistan.

Pakistan Air Force observes Pakistan vociferously raising issues
7th September as Martyrs’ Day at all PAF of Islamophobia, Kashmir & Palestine
Bases throughout the country at global forums: Ishaq Dar

CAS Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu reiterates his LONDON: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign = UK’s politics, Ishaq Dar said overseas Pakista-

resolve to make all-out efforts for the progress & development of Pak Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar has said  nis should also be given representation in the
the government will leave no stone unturned for  parliament of Pakistan and it is on our agenda.
the facilitation of Pakistani diaspora abroad. But, it needs constitutional amendment, which
Addressing a news conference in London on  cannot be done without a two-third majority. He
Saturday, Ishaq Dar said he held very productive  said all the political parties will have to evolve
meetings with the leadership of the United King- a common strategy in this regard.

dom and they are eager to work with Pakistan. Ishaq Dar said the government under the lead-
He said the issue of restoration of PIA’s flights ership of PM Shehbaz Sharif is fully focused on
was also raised during these interactions. the economy, peace, security, and energy situa-
He said the government will continue to engage tion in the country. He said PM Shehbaz person-
with the international community till the ally holds dozens of meetings to find a way out
restoration of PIAs flights global destinations. to address all the challenges confronting Pak-
He said restoration of PIA’s flights is a big issue istan. The Deputy Prime Minister said structural
for the Pakistani diaspora. reforms are vital to put the country on the path
The Deputy Prime Minister further said the gov-  of development and progress. He said the gov-
ernment is going to privatize the national flag ernment is committed to its reforms' agenda
carrier to improve its performance. He said bids  and there should be no politics in this respect.
for the outsourcing of Islamabad International Ishaq Dar further said Pakistan is vociferously
Airport have also been sought. raising issues of Islamophobia, Kashmir, and
Commending the role of Pakistani diaspora in Palestine at global forums. SABAH

Security forces
kill two terrorists
in Kalat district

RAWALPINDI:
| Two terrorists
have been killed
L | during an intelli-
® gence  based
operation by
security forces
in Kalat district
of Balochistan.
According  to
ISPR, the troops surrounded and effectively engaged
the terrorists' location, and recovered weapons,
ammunition and explosives from them.

The killed terrorists remained actively involved in ter-
rorist activities against security forces and innocent
civilians in the area.

Sanitization operation is underway to neutralize any
other terrorist present in the area.

Security forces of Pakistan, in step with the nation,
remain determined to thwart attempts aimed at sabotag-
ing peace, stability and progress of Balochistan. PR

issued by the ISPR, Air Chief Marshal Zaheer
Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of Air Staff was the
Chief Guest during a Martyrs’ Day Ceremony
held at Air Headquarters, Islamabad. Speaking at
the occasion, the Air Chief said that PAF has a
proud history of sacrifice, valour and profession-
alism. He highlighted that the Martyrs’ Day is an
embodiment of exceptional bravery, flawless
professionalism, and an unparalleled spirit of
sacrifice of the Armed Forces of Pakistan.

Hailing the glorious heroism displayed by the
September as Martyrs’ Day at all PAF Bases Martyrs of Pakistan Air Force, the Air Chief said,
throughout the country. The day commenced “We owe our heroes an eternal debt of gratitude
with a solemn observance, including Quran for what they have done for us, setting a
Khawani, dedicated to the martyrs of the 1965 &  supreme example of sacrifice for generations to
1971 Wars, as well as those who made the ulti- come. On this solemn occasion, we extend our
mate sacrifice in the line of duty since the estab-  heartfelt tributes to those heroes who made the
lishment of Pakistan. According to the statement ultimate sacrifice for our motherland.” PR

Pak-Uzbek Relations Strengthened at Uzbekistan’s 33rd National Day

Pak Uzbek trade with plans to reach $1 billion soon, Amb Usmanov

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: The 33rd Independence
Day of the Republic of Uzbekistan was
celebrated with great enthusiasm with
Jam Kamal Khan, Pakistan's Federal
Minister for Commerce, gracing the
event as the Chief Guest.

The ceremony, attended by dignitaries,
diplomats, and military officials,
marked a new chapter in the flourish-
ing relationship between Pakistan and
Uzbekistan.

Minister Commerce emphasized the
unique and enduring ties between Pak-
istan and Uzbekistan, rooted in shared
history and culture.

Highlighting the importance of trade,
he stated, “Pakistan views Uzbekistan
as a significant trading partner in Cen-

tral Asia. Over the past three years,
bilateral trade has grown substantially,
reflecting the strong bond between our
two nations."

Jam mentioned the successful "Made in
Pakistan" exhibition held in Tashkent
in June 2024, which featured 85 Pak-
istani companies and attracted hun-
dreds of Uzbek businessmen.

Minister Jam Kamal encouraged both
nations' business communities to seize
opportunities through the business
forum held on the occasion, stressing
that economic and trade relations
should reach new heights.

Jam Kamal Khan further remarked on
Uzbekistan's pivotal role as the first
Central Asian nation to sign a Transit
Trade Agreement and Preferential

REPUBLIC (

Trade Agreement with Pakistan. Uzbek ports for their global imports, Jam The Uzbek Ambassador to Pakistan,

traders are increasingly using Pakistani added.

H.E. Oybek Usmanov, praised Pak-

istan's support in enhancing connectiv-
ity, particularly in the fields of defense,

trade, and regional infrastructure.
Ambassador Usmanov highlighted
that the bilateral trade had reached
half a billion dollars, with plans to
reach $1 billion soon, thanks to joint
efforts in transit and logistics agree-
ments.

He also pointed out the trilateral
Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan rail-
way project as a transformative initia-
tive for regional connectivity.

In closing, both leaders expressed opti-
mism for the future, with Minister Jam
Kamal reiterating his commitment to
deepening the economic ties between
the two nations.

“Despite challenges, there will be
steady, gradual, but persistent growth
in Pakistan-Uzbekistan trade, with
enhanced public and private sector
engagement,”. he said.
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Education index

DR MUHAMMAD ABDUL KAMAL

he Planning Commission of Pakistan, under the leadership of Ahsan Igbal, has
released the District Education Performance Index (DEPIx). The DEPIx is a com-
prehensive tool designed to measure and evaluate the performance of education
systems in 134 districts across Pakistan. It is structured into five key domains:
Governance & Management, Learning, Inclusion (Equity & Technology), Infrastructure &
Access, and Public Financing. Each domain encompasses specific parameters and indica-
tors that collectively provide a detailed assessment of educational performance.
Instead of solely focusing on the performance of each district, it is essential to closely
examine the formulas and critically assess their significance. Tariq Banuri, the former
chairman of the Higher Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan, poses several impor-
tant questions: Do the five index numbers truly convey meaningful insights, or do they
attempt to present a less grim reality? For instance, consider the governance index; one
of its indicators is whether teachers actually attend class. Should we introduce other vari-
ables to mitigate the impact of this indicator?
Additionally, what does it mean that Islamabad, the only territory, received a green rating
and was placed in the high-performance category for scoring above 60 per cent on the
index? Does this imply that it is acceptable if teachers only attend class 60 per cent of
the time, that only 60 per cent of teachers attend, or that students achieve only 60 per
cent of what their peers do with the same time investment? This analysis seems, at best,
superficial and obscures more than it clarifies.
Another key domain of the index, ‘Learning’, primarily measures outcomes through stan-
dardized tests like ASER (Annual Status of Education Report) and NAT (National
Achievement Test), which may not fully capture the diverse range of skills and compe-
tencies that are important for students. For instance, critical thinking, problem-solving,
creativity, and social-emotional skills are increasingly recognized as vital in global educa-
tion standards but are often underrepresented in these assessments.

DEPIx is tool designed to evaluate
performance of education systems in
134 districts across Pakistan

In the learning outcome domain, Grade 3 and 4 proficiency is each assigned a weight of
6.0 out of 30, whereas the percentage of students passing matriculation examinations is
assigned a weight of 9.0. Why, then, is passing the matric exam considered more impor-
tant? And why has proficiency in middle-level education been entirely overlooked?

In ‘Inclusion: Equity and Technology’, the parameter of access to the internet in schools
offers insights into how digital technology is integrated into the curriculum. Neverthe-
less, digital devices, teacher training in technology use, and the integration of technol-
ogy into teaching are also crucial but are not accounted for in the formulation of this
domain.

Focusing on broad-based gender parity targets and basic access measures may inadver-
tently overshadow more complex equity issues. For example, disparities in educational
experiences among different demographic groups; and inadequacies within curricula that
fail to incorporate culturally and linguistically relevant content, particularly for marginal-
ized populations. Within ‘Infrastructure and Access’, the parameter measuring school
availability and distance has been heavily weighted, and this prioritization is largely jus-
tified. However, this focus may overlook other access-related issues such as road safety
or the availability of transport, which are equally important in rural or remote areas.
The parameter measuring the percentage of out-of-school children (OOSC) in student
participation is a significant indicator and has been assigned a weight of 50 per cent
within the domain. This reflects the inclusivity and accessibility of the education system.
Yet, assigning such a huge weight might overlook other critical infrastructure factors such
as the quality of facilities or availability of teachers. For instance, a district with a low
OO0SC rate but inadequate infrastructure might still score relatively high, even if the learn-
ing environment is substandard. In the ‘Public Financing’ domain of DEPIx, a district with
a very modest budget may allocate 60 per cent of it to education. Still, the small size of its
budget could render even this relatively high percentage insufficient. However, when
examined in isolation, each of these indicators fails to capture the full financial capacity
of a district, potentially leading to a misinterpretation of its actual investment in educa-
tion.

The indicator does not account for a district's distinct needs or challenges, such as stu-
dent population, poverty rates, or existing infrastructure deficiencies. Even if the per-
centage appears high, it may fail to address the district’s unique requirements.

The writer is an assistant professor at Abdul Wali Khan University, Mardan. He can
o be reached at: kamal@awkum.edu.pk

A
Selena Gomez shares life-changing

Khuzair Raheem

controversial amend-
ment to the Elections
Act, 2017 was signed
into law, upon receiv-
ing the president’s
assent on the 8th of
August, 2024, thereby concluding the
legislative process.
The Elections (Second Amendment)
Act, 2024 purports to: (i) bar
returned independent candidates
from joining a political party unless
they declare affiliation prior to sym-
bol allocation (amending Section
66); (ii) invalidate reserved seats for
political parties that miss the filing
deadline (amending Section 104);
and (iii) make independent candi-
dates’ consent to join a party irrevo-
cable (inserting Section 104A).
The Act enforces that a candidate is
deemed independent without a pre-
symbol declaration, while those who
declare are bound by it. To add spice
to the mix, the Act applies these
amendments retroactively, extending
back to the very inception of the
Elections Act in 2017. This retroac-
tive aspect is the primary focus of
this opinion.
To grasp the retroactive implica-
tions, one must first consider the leg-
islators’ intent and the controversy
over the inclusion of non-obstante
ouster clauses within the Act. These
clauses are particularly problematic
given that the legislation was
enacted in direct response to a
Supreme Court ruling on the very
matter it seeks to address.
The short order rendered by the 13-
member Supreme Court bench in
‘Sunni Ittehad Council, Faisalabad,
etc v Election Commission of Pak-
istan’ (detailed reasons are yet to be
notified) conferred upon the PTI
reserved seats for women and
minorities in the National and
Provincial legislatures, thereby pre-
cluding the possibility of the incum-
bent government securing a two-
thirds majority in parliament. A
two-thirds majority in parliament
would allow the ruling coalition to
push through a constitutional
amendment, advancing its broader
political, legal, administrative, and

The retroactive trap

courts balance legislative authority
with constitutional scrutiny, stress-
ing that a law must meet constitu-
tional standards to be enforceable. If
it fails, the law is invalid. Courts may
also apply the doctrine of severance
to remove legislation that distorts a
parent law or violates the constitu-
tion.

While the legislative technique of
nullifying the Supreme Court ruling
is undeniably effective, its use is cer-
tainly to be condemned and falls
within the opprobrium attached to
attempts to pack the Supreme Court.
No less objectionable than those
endeavours to upset the separation
of powers is this present-day tamper-
ing with rulings of the highest court
of the land to avoid constitutional
questions and a face-to-face conflict
with substantive issues.

While in the past the courts have rec-
ognized the power when exerted and
have bowed before it, there is no
assurance that the present Supreme
Court will demonstrate the same def-
erence in its judicial review of the
Act. A strong argument can be made
against permitting the use of this
device on the ground that legislative
authority is both created and condi-
tioned by the constitution. While par-
liament holds the power to legislate
both prospectively and retroactively
under the constitution, this power
cannot be exercised in a manner that
infringes upon fundamental princi-
ples of natural justice and due pro-
cess.

From a pragmatic perspective, the
Supreme Court might be reluctant to
directly confront limitations on its
authority, particularly when so much
of its power is more the result of
adroit rationalization than it is the
delineation of positive constitutional
enactment.

While the 1973 constitution grants
the Supreme Court the mandate to
dispense complete justice and obli-
gates all executive authorities to
assist it, they may prefer to sidestep
potentially contentious issues to
avoid an embarrassing or overly con-
frontational scenario. Therefore, any
potential overreach in limiting the
Supreme Court’s jurisdiction must be
self-regulated by the legislature to
ensure that the passions of the hour
do not circumvent constitutional
safeguards by detour.

economic goals.

With the context established and
acknowledging the polarized views
on the Supreme Court’s decision, we
now turn to the core issue: why the
Act's retroactive application raises
substantial concerns. As Lon L
Fuller, a Harvard Law professor and
natural law theorist, famously
quoted: “A retroactive law is truly a
monstrosity. Law has to do with the
governance of human conduct by
rules. To speak of governing . . .
today by rules that will be enacted
tomorrow is to talk in blank prose.”
The term ‘retroactive law’ (also
referred to as ‘retrospective’ and ‘ex
post facto’), is most commonly
understood as any such law that
applies not only to subsequent con-
duct and situations (such as in all
prospective legislation) but also to
conduct and situations which ante-
date it. Now, one might want to say,
straight off, that retroactive law is so
obviously objectionable that there
cannot be anything to discuss.
However, upon a closer examination,
we see that retroactive laws can fur-
ther be classified into two subcate-
gories. The first type, labeled as
strongly retroactive, consists of laws
that are, on the face of the statutes,
‘effective’ even before the date of
their enactment (such type of legisla-
tion majorly occurring in the tax con-
text). The second sub-category of
retroactive laws are those that oper-
ate forward from the date of enact-
ment but explicitly make reference to
and change the legal consequences of
acts that took place in the past.

This second sub-category of legisla-
tion, in particular, can be labeled as
‘weakly retroactive’. Weakly retroac-
tive laws operate forward but explic-
itly change the consequences of past
behavior. A normative view is that
the only type of ‘strongly’ or ‘weakly’
retroactive laws that generally are
justified are ‘curative’ laws — legisla-
tion that corrects an error in the
statute’s original enactment. Such
legislation is designed to restore
what was believed to be the status
quo. The remaining class of legisla-
tion - into which almost every legis-
lation falls - is ostensibly ‘prospec-
tive legislation’.

The legal system, as it stands, is built
on a foundational principle of ‘final-
ity’. When a court renders a decision,
it offers the parties involved a sense
of closure and certainty, allowing

them to plan their future actions and
make informed decisions based on
the judgment's legal precedent. This
foundation of predictability is vital
not only for the parties but also for
the broader stability of our legal
framework.

The Act imposes significant retroac-
tive constraints on independent can-
didates, subtly yet strategically, by
barring them from realigning with a
political party post-election and ren-
dering their consent to join a politi-
cal party post-election irrevocable.
Additionally, it nullifies and over-
rides the Supreme Court’s ruling on
the reserved seats matter, directly
affecting the standing of these inde-
pendents.

An effective, morally grounded argu-
ment, is that the legitimacy of laws
stems from the justice of the legal
system. In developed societies,
retroactive legislation is widely
viewed as inherently unjust. From an
early age, we learn that living in man-
made societies requires abiding by
established rules. We plan our finan-
cial, social, and political affairs
based on these rules, expecting them
to be consistently applied to ensure
some semblance of certainty. Chang-
ing the rules after the game has been
played and applying them retroac-
tively is fundamentally unfair.
Essentially, the Act’s retroactive
force changes the rules after the
election transaction was concluded,
as Professor Bryant Smith notes:
“Retroactive laws may be passed
with a knowledge of the precise con-
ditions to which they are to apply
and of the persons or classes on
whom will fall whatever burdens
they may impose. They expose the
lawgiver to greater temptation to
partiality and corruption”

After the enactment of the Act, a
petition was filed under Article 184
(3) of the constitution before the
Supreme Court challenging the vires
of the Act. As per well-settled princi-
ples of law, the validity of a legisla-
tive enactment, whether with retro-
spective effect or otherwise, shall
always be subject to judicial review
on the principles of ‘ultra vires, non-
conformity with the constitution or
violation of fundamental rights, or
on any other available ground’.

In Pakistan, judicial decisions have
generally taken a conservative
approach towards striking down
retroactive legislation. The higher

The writer is a lawyer.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph's point-of-view

The Pakistani officer class was largely
from West Pakistan, and all the key
army and air installations were located
there—even in the case of naval capabil-
ity, Karachi was a far more formidable
base of operations than Chittagong in
East Pakistan. In 1962 Ayub Khan pro-
mulgated another constitution. Presi-
dential rather than parliamentary in
focus, it was based on an indirectly

advice with younger self

elected president and a reinforced cen-
tralized political system that emphasized
the country’s viceregal tradition.
Although Ayub anticipated launching
the new political system without politi-
cal parties, once the National Assembly
was convened and martial law was
lifted, it was apparent that political par-
ties would be reactivated. Ayub there-
fore formed his own party, the Conven-

Selena Gomez reflects on her journey of self-criticism and growth

Selena Gomez reflects on her time in
the industry and wants to offer her
younger self some advice.

The former Disney star, who recently
achieved billionaire status, opened up
during a Rare Beauty virtual event on
Wednesday, September 4.

The 32-year-old pop sensation dished
out on the advice she would give to
her younger self in response to a fan's
question.

The Lose You to Love Me singer
shared some heartfelt words that
struck a chord with her fans.

She said, "Don't be so hard on myself.
I was very hard on myself. If the
teacher scolded me for talking too
much, I'd go home and think about it

all day.

risky.

tion Muslim League, but the country’s
political life and its troubles were little
different from the days before martial
law. Ayub Khan won another formal
term as president of Pakistan in January
1965, albeit in an election in which only
the Basic Democrats cast ballots.
Opposed by Fatima Jinnah, the sister of
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who ran on a
Combined Opposition Parties ticket, the

contest was closer than expected. Dur-
ing the election campaign, Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto—who as foreign minister was
supposedly a loyal member of the Ayub
Khan cabinet—promised in a public
address that the conflict over Kashmir
would be resolved during Ayub Khan's
presidency.

To be continued.....
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Boeing's beleaguered Starliner
returns home without astronauts

WASHINGTON: Boeing's beleaguered Star-
liner made its long-awaited return to Earth
on Saturday without the astronauts who
rode it up to the International Space Station
(ISS), after Nasa ruled the trip back too

"If [ had a crush on a boy and he asked
a girl out in front of me, I'd be a wreck
forever."

"I was too hard on myself," she added.
"I didn't think I was enough, or some-
times I didn't think I fit in, and ulti-
mately, you're exactly who you are
made to be."

Selena first launched Rare Beauty in
September 2020, promoting the brand
exclusively through their official web-
site and Sephora stores in North
America.

On the professional front, the actress
most recently starred in Only Murders
in the Building, which premiered on

After years of delays, Starliner launched in
June for what was meant to be a roughly
week-long test mission — a final shakedown
before it could be certified to rotate crew to
and from the orbital laboratory.

But unexpected thruster malfunctions and
helium leaks en route to the ISS derailed
those plans, and Nasa ultimately decided it
was safer to bring crew-mates Butch
Wilmore and Suni Williams back on a rival
SpaceX Crew Dragon — though they'll have
to wait until February 2025.

The gumdrop-shaped Boeing capsule
touched down softly at the White Sands
Space Harbor in New Mexico at 0401 GMT
Saturday, its descent slowed by parachutes

the ISS around six hours earlier.

As it streaked red-hot across the night sky,
ground teams reported hearing sonic booms.
The spacecraft endured temperatures of
3,000°Fahrenheit (1,650°C) during atmo-
spheric reentry. Nasa lavished praise on Boe-
ing during a post-flight press conference
where representatives from the company
were conspicuously absent.

"It was a bullseye landing," said Steve Stich,
program manager for Nasa's commercial
crew program. "The entry in particular has

August 27.

and cushioned by airbags, having departed

been darn near flawless."

T % Health

Health Rounds: Dye turns mouse skin
invisible, allows researchers to see inside

Applying a food-safe dye that absorbs light onto
the skin of a mouse makes its skin transparent,
allowing researchers to look into the blood ves-
sels of the scalp, the movement of organs under
the skin of the abdomen, and at working muscles,
they reported on Thursday in Science.

The harmless process, which was reversible with
a quick wash, may ultimately be useful in a wide
range of medical diagnostics, the researchers said
in a statement.

Injecting the dye — called tartrazine and com-
monly known as FD&C Yellow 5 — might lead to
even deeper views into the body, they speculate.
Ordinarily, the body is not invisible because light

each of the different tissues and fluids.

sue, resulting in transparency.

sity, who helped lead the research.

bends and scatters differently as it passes through

When dissolved into water, tartrazine molecules
are structured in a way that aligns with the light-
bending ability of the skin, or its "refractive tion.”
index." The dye absorbs blue/purple light and
allows red/orange light to travel through the tis-

"Looking forward, this technology could make
veins more visible for the drawing of blood, make
laser-based tattoo removal more straightforward,
or assist in the early detection and treatment of
cancers," said Guosong Hong of Stanford Univer-

his novel The Invisible Man.

wrote.

"For example, certain therapies use lasers to elim-
inate cancerous and precancerous cells, but are
limited to areas near the skin's surface. This tech-
nique may be able to improve that light penetra-

A commentary published with the paper notes
that HG Wells predicted this approach long ago in

"The protagonist invents a serum that renders the
cells in his body transparent by precisely control-
ling their refractive index to match that of the sur-
rounding medium, air," Christopher J Rowlands
and Jon Gorecki of Imperial College London
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‘Policy Board’
constituted
under Ahsan Igbal
to ensure

economic stability
VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Planning, Development
& Special Initiatives and the Planning Commission of
Pakistan have constituted a high-level ‘Policy Board’,
under the visionary leadership of Professor Ahsan
Igbal to ensure economic stability in the country.
“This initiative aims to enhance transparency and
improve the economic planning process of the coun-
try with the active participation of private sector and
corporate leaders,” a news release said on Saturday.
The Policy Board, led by Professor Ahsan Igbal, com-
prises a diverse group of esteemed members from var-
ious sectors, including former federal ministers, indus-
try leaders, academic experts and international
professionals.

Notable members include Shahid Ashraf Tarar, Ex-
Caretaker Federal Minister; Musadaq Zulgarnain,
Chairman of Interloop Limited; Dr Rana Iqrar, Vice
Chancellor of the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad
and and Naveed Sherwani, an IT expert from the USA.
The board has been tasked with several critical
responsibilities like providing advisory on policy for-
mulation and strategy development, offering guidance
on policies and strategies aimed at promoting mid and
long-term economic growth.

Additionally, it would offer insights on national and
international economic issues, reviewing macroeco-
nomic trends and providing economic outlooks to
inform policy decisions.

The board would also evaluate national plans and eco-
nomic reports to offer recommendations, assess socio-
economic trends to support evidence-based policy
advice, and advice on policies to enhance national
innovation and competitiveness.

Furthermore, the board would integrate sustainable
development goals into national economic strategies,
facilitate dialogue with key stakeholders, and promote
international cooperation. Besides, it would review the
impact of major economic policies to evaluate their
effectiveness.

Chairing the first meeting of the Policy Board, Ahsan
Igbal emphasized the importance of this initiative in
stabilizing Pakistan’s economy.

He highlighted that the participation of the private sec-
tor would significantly improve the Planning Commis-
sion’s performance.

The board members will play a crucial role in develop-
ing strategic frameworks and preparing short, medium
and long-term plans.

Ahsan Igbal noted that the Policy Board would ensure
the implementation of the 5Es Framework, the 13th
Five-Year Plan, and Vision 2030. These frameworks
prioritize key sectors such as exports, digital develop-
ment, environmental sustainability, energy and equity.
The experiences and recommendations of the Policy
Board members would also assist in formulating the
national budget, making the process more transparent
and reliable.

The minister reiterated the government’s commitment
to transforming Pakistan into a trillion-dollar economy
by 2035 through the effective implementation of the
5Es framework.

Maritime Minister reviews
performance, holds ‘Khuli Kachehri’

President Zardari says the State shall
provide free & compulsory education to
all children of the age of 5 to 16 years

Says each of us has a vital role in shaping the future of our beloved country

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari has
said that the State shall provide free and
compulsory education to all children of the
age of five to sixteen years.

This was stated President Asif Ali Zardari in
his message on the occasion of Interna-
tional Literacy Day being observed today
(Sunday).

President Asif Ali Zardari said we celebrate
the transformative power of education and
literacy, the pillars of our nation's future, on
this International Literacy Day.

This year’s theme, “Promoting Multilingual
Education: Literacy for Mutual Understand-
ing and Peace,” underscores the critical
role of literacy in fostering unity, cultural
appreciation, and peaceful coexistence. As
per Article 25A of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, education is a
fundamental human right and “the State
shall provide free and compulsory educa-
tion to all children of the age of five to six-
teen years”.

Today, we renew our commitment to mak-
ing education accessible to all, regardless

of circumstances.

President Asif Ali Zardari said that recog-
nizing the urgent challenge of illiteracy,
Pakistan has declared a National Educa-
tional Emergency, aiming to enroll out-of-
school children and educate 70 million
adults. Under the Prime Minister's Roshan
Pakistan Literacy Drive, the National Com-
mission for Human Development (NCHD)
launched the "Each One Teach One"
(EOTO) Program, which calls on every lit-
erate citizen to teach at least one illiterate

person.
President Asif Ali Zardari said in order to
enhance literacy, the government is provid-
ing Conditional Cash Transfers up to the
higher secondary level through Benazir
Taleemi Wazaif for educating underprivi-
leged children. Stipends up to Rs 4000 for
boys and Rs 4500 for girls per quarter are
being offered in all districts of Pakistan. He
said that currently, 9.7 million children are
enrolled under the programme. Further-
more, 102,000 scholarships have been given
to students from low-income families to
ensure that all qualified students have
access to undergraduate education.
President Asif Ali Zardari said on this Inter-
national Literacy Day, we need to recommit
ourselves to the national cause of promot-
ing the universal right to education.
Together, we can ensure that every Pak-
istani has the opportunity to learn, grow,
and contribute to a more educated, inclu-
sive, and prosperous nation. Each of us has
a vital role in shaping the future of our
beloved country. May our collective efforts
bring about lasting peace, mutual under-
standing, and a brighter future for all, Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari said.

Peace and stability
in Balochistan top

Nation will always
remember
unparalleled
services & eternal
sacrifices of the
personnel of PAF:
Mohsin Naqvi

Says the role of Pakistan Air
Force in thwarting the enemy's
attack will always be
remembered in the history

ISLAMABAD:
Federal Inte- |
rior Minister [
Mohsin Naqvi
has paid rich | %
tribute to the |

brave Sha-
heens of Pak-
istan Air

Force who are
always ready
to defend the
aerial boundaries of the beloved country. He
stated that despite limited resources, Pakistan Air
Force thwarted the enemy's nefarious designs in
the 1965 war. He added that our Shaheens estab-
lished complete dominance in the skies, and MM
Alam set a record by destroying five enemy planes
in one minute.

In his special message on Air Force Day, Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi said that on
September 7, the brave officers of Pakistan Air
Force destroyed the enemy's aerial power and
wrote unmatched chapters of courage, bravery,
and valor.

He said that September 7, 1965, is a golden day in
the history of Pakistan Air Force.

Mohsin Naqvi said that the nation will always
remember the unparalleled services and eternal
sacrifices of the personnel of Pakistan Air Force.
He said that entire nation pays glowing tribute to
the bravery and spirit of the martyrs of Pakistan
Air Force. He stated that the role of Pakistan Air
Force in thwarting the enemy's attack will always
be remembered in the history.

Meanwhile Mohsin Naqvi has commended the
security forces for foiling the attack on FC Head-
quarters in Mohmand by Khawarij terrorists. He
said that the security forces thwarted the nefari-
ous intentions of the cowardly enemy who
attacked in the dark and sent four Khawarij to
hell.

The interior Minister appreciated the security
forces for thwarting the attack and sending the
terrorists to hell.

He further said that Pakistan's security forces are
determined to eliminate the menace of Fitna Al
Khawarij. He said that our brave soldiers have
always foiled the intentions of terrorists by taking
timely measures and the Nation is rightly proud of
it. SABAH

Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong makes
historic visit to Karachi Nuclear Power Plants

KARACHI: The Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh chaired a perfor-
mance review meeting to assess the progress
and achievements of key maritime organiza-
tions. During the meeting, the minister
reviewed the performance of each organiza-
tion, discussing their successes, challenges,
and areas for improvement. The discussion
focused on enhancing efficiency, productivity,
and service delivery in the maritime sector.

The meeting concluded with a commitment to
implementing recommendations and action
plans to drive growth and development in the
maritime sector. Following the performance
review meeting, the minister chaired a ‘Khuli
Kachehri’ to listen to the complaints and
grievances of stakeholders from the maritime

industry. The open forum provided an opportu-
nity for stakeholders to directly interact with the
minister and share their concerns, suggestions,
and ideas for improving the sector. The minister
assured the stakeholders that their voices would
be heard and their issues would be addressed
promptly. The Khuli Kachehri was attended by
representatives of different stakeholders, includ-
ing the Chairman of Port Qasim Authority (PQA),
the Chairman of Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and
Executive Directors of Pakistan National Ship-
ping Corporation (PNSC), Marine Fisheries
Department (MFD), and Korangi Fish Harbour
Authority (KoHFA) along with their teams.
During the Khuli Kachehri the minister issued
on the spot directives to resolve the problems
of the complainants on a priority basis. APP

ISLABAD: Chaiman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan visited Huwei.

APHC-AJK leaders applaud General Syed
Asim Munir’s firm stance on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD: Leaders of the All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) chapter have expressed profound
appreciation for the recent statement made by
Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff, General Syed
Asim Munir, regarding the Kashmir dispute.

General Asim Munir delivered his remarks dur-
ing the Defence and Martyrs Day ceremony at
the General Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi. “India’s illegal occupation of
Jammu and Kashmir is not only a national prob-
lem but a regional and global problem,” he said.
“We salute the freedom struggle of the Kashmiri
people and maintain that the establishment of
sustainable peace in South Asia lies in the solu-
tion of the Kashmir issue.” He reiterated Pak-
istan's commitment to providing continued
moral, political, and diplomatic support to the
Kashmiri people until they achieve their self-

determination.

APHC-AJK General Secretary, Advocate Pervez
Shah, alongside senior leaders Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar and Syed Faiz Nagshbandi,
lauded General Asim Munir for his firm and res-
olute stance on Kashmir. They noted that his
unwavering support has significantly uplifted
the spirits of the Kashmiri people in their quest
for self-determination. The leaders expressed
gratitude for General Asim Munir's steadfast
commitment, which reaffirms Pakistan's dedi-
cation to the Kashmir cause.

The APHC-AJK leaders highlighted that Gen-
eral Asim Munir’s emphasis on a peaceful reso-
lution to the Kashmir dispute is crucial for
achieving global peace. They stressed the
importance of adhering to United Nations reso-
lutions and addressing the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people. INP

priorities: Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on Politi-
cal and Public Affairs, Rana Sanaullah, said on Satur-
day that the Prime Minister’s first priority is to estab-
lish peace in Balochistan and provide relief to the
people. Talking to a private news channel, he said the
plans were executed rapidly for the development of
Balochistan, and matters were being resolved on a pre-
arty basis.

He said that the Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-
N), being a pro-democratic party, believes in dialogue
and consultation.

The PML-N leadership offered dialogue and consulta-
tion for the betterment of Pakistan several times, he
added.

Shehbaz Sharif, in the past, offered a charter of econ-
omy to bring the country out of an economic quag-
mire, he further added.

He said that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), on the
other hand, was always involved in undemocratic
activities, they chose the way of anarchy against the
principles of democracy. APP

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong visited the operational Karachi Nuclear
Power Plants K-2 and K-3 on Saturday, follow-
ing his predecessor Sun Wei Dong’s attendance
at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Karachi
Nuclear Power Plants (NPPs) in November
2013.

While giving brief to Ambassador it was high-
lighted that K2&K3 Nuclear Power Projects com-
menced their production in May 2021 and April
2022 ;respectively with the combined capacity of
generating 2200 MW clean & cost effective
energy to national grid, according to a press
release. Ambassador appreciated the joint work
done by Chinese Power Company and PAEC
experts on completion of these Projects. He also
thanked Chairman PAEC for ensuring foolproof
safety & security in coordination with LEAs for
Chinese workforce employed at KNPGS.

While speaking on the occasion , Chinese
Ambassador also stressed the need of promot-
ing Pak-China Strategic & Bilateral cooperation
in vide range of activities, involving various seg-
ments of the society. He stressed that Chinese

Winners of new currency notes
art competition announced

LAHORE: The State Bank of Pak-
istan (SBP) announced the win-
ners of the art competition for the
new note series and the competi-
tion was dominated by women.
According to the results of the
competition, five banknotes that
stood first were designed by
women, while six out of 10 ban-
knote designs that were declared
successful were created by
women.

Rs10, Rs100, Rs500, Rs1,000 and
Rs5,000 banknotes were designed
by women while the Rs20 and
Rs50 notes were designed by
men.

State Bank has felicitated the win-
ners and participants of the art
competition. The runner-up Rs500
note was also designed by a
female artist, while the runner-up
Rs10 and Rsb,000 notes were cre-
ated by male artists.

Most designers have included the
founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in
their versions of the notes, some
have also included images of
Fatima Jinnah, known as the
‘Mother of the Nation’.

Dr Sherry Abidi bagged the first

position for Rs10 note, while
Mirza Sufian was second for
designing the same currency
note.

Similarly, Haroon Khan won the
first prize for designing Rs20 note
while Syed Fawad Hussain was
adjudged the winner for designing
the best Rsb0 note.

The first position of Rs500 notes
was given to Hadiya Hasan and
Aini Zahra stood second.
Similarly, Noreen Aslam's Rs1,000
note art won the first position in
the competitions.

In the note competition, only one
designer, Maimoona Afzal, won

for two designs.

The second prize in the Rs5,000
note category has been awarded
to Karim Muhammad.

The winning designs in the art
competition are emblematic,
selected after careful evaluation
by a committee of experts, con-
sidering cultural heritage and pro-
gressive thinking.

The winning banknotes will be
sent to international experts who
will design the new State Bank
series. The experts will use the
winning designs as a guide but
will be free to design the ban-
knotes. INP

power companies may not be restricted only to
CPEC Projects but also to contribute in non
CPEC and power sector for strengthening Eco-
nomic Foundations already laid between the
two countries. While talking on the forthcoming
Cb NPP, he appreciated the ongoing negotia-
tions between both the countries and assured
complete support for execution of the project
which will ultimately enhance Nuclear Power
potential of Pakistan. Ambassador further
emphasized upon furthering Corporate Social
Responsibility(CSR) initiatives for local popula-
tion around Khi NPPs and assured chinese sup-
port for such activities as well.

He affirmed that Chinese Commercial Counsel-
lor will also visit K2 & K3 site soon for reviewing
the functioning of these setups and coordinate
support required for CSR. Key officials of Chi-
nese Consulate & Embassy at Karachi accompa-
nied the Ambassador during this visit which
reflects China’s unwavering commitment to
continue supporting pakistan in its quest for
cost effective & clean nuclear power generation
in line with global environmental concerns.

Amna Baloch
appointed as Pakistan’s
new foreign secretary

ISLAMABAD: Amna Baloch, a Grade 22 officer,
has been appointed as the new foreign secre-
tary of Pakistan. The official notification of her
appointment was issued by the Establishment
Division following the approval of the prime
minister.

Amina Baloch, who previously served as Pak-
istan’s ambassador to Belgium, will now take
on the role of foreign secretary, one of the most
critical positions in the country’s diplomatic
framework. Her appointment comes as Pak-
istan navigates complex global challenges and
seeks to strengthen its international relation-
ships. Ms Baloch is set to take charge of office
on September 11 after the incumbent, Muham-
mad Syrus Sajjad Qazi, retires on September
10. Qazi has been appointed as a member of
Federal Public Service Commission.

The decision to appoint Baloch as foreign sec-
retary reflects her extensive experience and
expertise in international diplomacy. During
her tenure as ambassador, she was instrumen-
tal in advancing Pakistan’s diplomatic interests
in Europe, particularly in Belgium, where she
played a key role in enhancing bilateral rela-
tions.

Baloch will be Pakistan's second-ever female
foreign secretary, following in the footsteps of
Tehmina Janjua, the first woman to hold the
position. Baloch, a seasoned career diplomat,
brings extensive experience from her service
in various international capitals. APP
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