
Wednesday, July 31, 2024 | Vol: XV, Issue: 133

Expressed support and
solidarity with the new
Iranian administration

and Pakistan’s
commitment to further

consolidate ties
with the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister

Ishaq Dar

RAWALPINDI: Lieutenant
Colonel Akbar Hussain, a
retired officer of Pakistan
Army, along with Major (R)
Adil Raja and Captain (R)
Haider Raza Mehdi were
convicted and sentenced
through Field General
Court Martial (FGCM)
under Pakistan Army Act,
1952 for the charges of inciting sedition among army
personnel from discharge of duties.
The court of competent jurisdiction adjudged Lt
Colonel (R) Hussain ‘guilty’ of the offence charged,
through due judicial process and awarded the pun-
ishment of 14 years rigorous imprisonment on 10th
May 2024, an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.
Pursuant to the awarded sentence, the Rank of the
officer has been forfeited on 26 July 2024, it added.
Earlier, Major (R) Adil Farooq Raja and Captain (R)
Haider Raza Mehdi were also convicted and sen-
tenced through Field General Court Martial (FGCM)
under Pakistan Army Act, 1952 for the charges of
inciting sedition among army personnel from dis-
charge of duties and violation of the provisions of
Official Secrets Act, 1923 related to espionage and
acts prejudicial to the safety and interest of the State.
The court of competent jurisdiction had convicted
and adjudged both Adil Farooq Raja and Haider Raza
Mehdi on the date of 7th and 9th October 2023,
through due judicial process, with the punishments
awarded as 14 and 12 years of rigorous imprisonment
respectively and forfeiture of rank of both individu-
als with effect from 21 November 2023. PR

DPM Dar in Tehran to
attend inauguration
of Iranian president

TEHRAN: Deputy
Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar on Tues-
day arrived here to
attend the inaugu-
ration of Presi-
dent-elect of Iran
Dr. Masoud
Pezeshkian.
On his arrival at
Tehran airport, he
was received by
Director General (West Asia) of the Iranian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Seyed Rasoul Musavi and Ambas-
sador of Pakistan to Iran Muhammad Mudassir Tipu.
The visit attests to the commitment by the two coun-
tries to strengthen leadership-level engagement and
bilateral cooperation.

Lt Col (R), Major
(R) Adil Raja,
Cap (R) Haider
Mehdi sentenced
through FGCM

KARACHI: The federal government is striving to
strengthen the national economy on a sustainable
basis with focus on promotion and diversification of
exports, attracting foreign investment in export-ori-
ented sectors and expanding the tax base.
The views were expressed by Federal Minister of
Finance and Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb, Fed-
eral Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser Sheikh, Min-
ister of State for Finance, Revenue and Energy Ali
Pervaiz and Chairman FBR Malik Amjed Zubair
Tiwana during a meeting with representative of Trade
and Industrial community at Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) here on Tuesday.
The government finance team apprised the business
community about the government’s strategy as well
as measures taken for dealing with the economic
woes of the country and listened to issues confronted
by the business community.
They stressed the business community to contribute
in the government’s efforts aimed at economic stabi-
lization and also assured of extending every possible
assistance to do away with issues faced by trade and
industrial sectors. The minister underscored the sig-
nificance of expanding and diversifying exports for
sustainable economic growth and creating fiscal
space to facilitate all the sectors of the economy and
provide relief to the masses. He assured that available
fiscal space would be utilized to provide relief to the
masses. He said that Macroeconomic initiatives affect
the overall national economy and multifaceted mea-
sures taken by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif for eco-
nomic stabilization and fiscal consolidation were
leading to macro-economic stability of the country
and it was also reflected by the upgraded rating of
Pakistan by an international rating agency recently.
The minister termed SBP’s recent decision of slashing
down the policy rate as a step in the right direction
and said that the government intended to keep the
real interest rate in positive domain. Deciding about
the policy rate was prerogative of the central bank
and we hope that it will keep taking appropriate steps
in future as well, he added.
Stressing on the need to increase financing to agricul-
ture, information technology and SME sectors, the
finance minister said that agriculture and IT sectors
had remarkable contribution in exports during the
previous fiscal year and exports of both the sectors
could further be enhanced.
Aurangzeb while emphasizing on expansion of tax
base, enforcement of tax laws and restoring trust on
taxation authorities said that all the segments of the
economy have to contribute in the efforts in this
regard as the entire burden of taxes could not be put
only on salaried class and trade and industrial com-
munities. APP

Govt striving to
strengthen national

economy on
sustainable basis:

Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal on Tuesday
directed the Chairman of Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) to initiate vertical housing projects in the
federal capital to discourage construction of big bun-
galows that occupied multiple acres of horizontal land.
He gave these instructions while chairing a progress
review meeting with members of Public Private Part-
nership Authority and relevant ministries, a news
release said.
Following Prime Minister’s directives to identify all
state properties and pool them under public private
partnership model for better utilization, he instructed
the CDA chairman to table and implement a policy
framework for high-rise housing in the city’s sectors.
“Pakistan cannot afford to continue expanding hori-
zontally to meet residential and commercial needs. We
must prioritize vertical housing to protect our green
spaces, ensure food security, and provide affordable
housing for all, especially the deprived segments of
our society,” Ahsan Iqbal said. APP

Ahsan Iqbal directs
CDA to promote high-
rise housing projects

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari meeting a delegation of Commonwealth, led by the Secretary-General
of Commonwealth, Ms Patricia Scotland, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. (Story on page 4)

VOM Report
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday telephoned Chairman of
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) Lt. General Inam Haider Malik and
directed to take all necessary relief mea-
sures as heavy rains lashed across the coun-
try.

The prime minister asked the Authority to
assess the damages to life and properties
caused by the rains and improve coordina-
tion with provincial disaster management
departments, and the disaster management
authorities of AJK and Gilgit Baltistan.
He instructed the NDMA to ensure swift
restoration of the highways and roads dam-
aged by the rains or landslides.

Prime Minister Shehbaz also called for pro-
viding all possible healthcare facilities in the
rain-affected areas, besides ensuring the
supply of relief items including medicines
and other commodities.
He expressed deep grief over the deaths
caused by heavy monsoon rains and conse-
quent floods.
He prayed to Allah Almighty for peace for
the departed souls and sympathised with
the bereaved families.
The prime minister also instructed to extend
all possible medical treatment to those
injured in the rain-related incidents.

PM Shehbaz directs NDMA to
accelerate relief efforts in rain-hit

areas, assess damages

KARACHI: Turkish Navy Ship, TCG KINALI-
ADA (F-514) arrived Karachi for a goodwill visit
which was received by Pakistan Navy Ship at
sea and later welcomed at Karachi port by
senior Pakistan Navy officials along with diplo-
matic staff of Turkish Consulate here on Tues-
day. During stay at the port, the Commanding
Officer of Turkish Ship will call on Pakistan
Navy Field Commanders and other dignitaries
to discuss matters of mutual interest, a Pak-
istan Navy news release said.
With an aim to strengthen mutual cooperation

and integration between the two navies, joint
interactions including planning of coordi-
nated sea patrol and discussions on other pro-
fessional topics will also be conducted. In
order to pay homage to the Founder of Pak-
istan, the Turkish Navy delegation will also
lay floral wreath at Mausoleum of Quaid-e-
Azam.
The visit of Turkish Navy ship to Pakistan is a
manifestation of historic bilateral ties between
both countries and strong collaboration between
Pakistan Navy and the Turkish Navy. PR

Turkish Navy Ship arrives
Karachi for goodwill visit

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has said that this is an era of
Artificial Intelligence and adopting innovations
in all walks of life is essential for development
and prosperity. ” Extending parliamentary coop-
eration among 56 member states of the Com-
monwealth is essential for regional prosperity
and development,” he expressed these views
during his meeting with Commonwealth Secre-
tary-General Patricia Scotland along with repre-
sentatives of parliaments of the Commonwealth
who are on a 5-day official visit to Pakistan.
He also said that using innovative technologies
and Artificial Intelligence is pivotal for ensuring

qualitative and public-responsive legislation. The
speaker also highlighted the significance of
proactive parliamentary Friendship groups for
enhancing parliament-to-parliament contacts
among member states of the Commonwealth.
He also stressed the need to digitalize parlia-
ment for effective and public-responsive educa-
tion. While mentioning the formulation of the
Legislative Drafting Council.
He said that Artificial Intelligence is the tech-
nological innovation that can help produce syn-
ergy among parliaments of commonwealth
member states. While mentioning the Green
Parliament Initiative, he said that the Pakistan
parliament is the first of its kind which has
been solarized completely for its electricity
needs. Further, he also said that the Pakistan
Parliament established the Secretariat of Sus-
tainable Development Goals for synergizing
among various stakeholders. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
said that the Pakistan parliament has started a
Youth internship program to bring youth and
parliament closer. APP

Adopting artificial intelligence essential
for development, prosperity: Ayaz Sadiq

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, Culture and National Her-
itage Attaullah Tarar Tuesday said the call
made by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder for negotiation with the
institution was nothing but another con-
spiracy against the country.
This is another attempt of the PTI founder
to drag the state institutions in his “dirty
politics”, said the minister in a media talk
outside the Parliament.
Hewondered how the PTI founder quickly
changed his own stance on the concept of
the neutrality of the institutions. “It is not
acceptable for him that the state institu-
tions are neutral and now for his own polit-
ical benefits, hewants them to be involved
in the politics which is regrettable,” he
added.
The minister believed that the call for
negotiation was made as the PTI founder
preempted stern action against himself
and his party after a raid on their social
media cell which was operating in con-
nivance with the enemies of the state.

He said further investigation into the oper-
ation of the socialmedia cell would expose
their alleged relations and connectionwith
the state’s enemies who were involved in
formulating anti-state policies. The minis-
ter said economic progress of the country
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also perturbed the PTI
founder who had completely molded his
harsh stance and tone. “The PTI founder
takes another U-turn today by suddenly
requesting the institution to appoint a rep-
resentative for talks,” the minister said

wondering how quickly he transitioned
fromhis earlier stance of “I won’t let go” to
“Please talk to me.” Calling out him for his
hypocrisy, Tarar said the PTI founder had
resorted to the requests for talks after he
realized that his shallow threats to the
institutions would not work in any way.
He made it clear that there would be no
compromise on the national security call-
ing the PTI founder a “security risk” for the
country due to his alleged involvement in
the anti-state activities such as amalicious
campaign against the state institutions on
social media, attack on the army installa-
tions and defiling of thememorials ofmar-
tyrs on May 9.
According to theminister, the PTI founder
had a long list of crimes which included
attempts to sabotage a deal of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to default the coun-
try, and a “cipher conspiracy” aimed to
harm the country’s diplomatic relations
with a friendly country. He said the PTI
founder developed a false narrative on

cipher, citing a leaked in which he
allegedly talked about playing with cipher
for political point scoring.
Tarar said evidence of the involvement of
the PTI’s founder family members in May
9 attackswere on the record as the Closed-
Circuit Television (CCTV) footages
showed that three of his sisters and one of
his nephews were present outside the
Corps Commander House Lahore.
Theminister asserted that some of the PTI
leaders such Shafqat Mahmood and Sam-
sam Bukhari convened a meeting to
oppose the idea of attacking the military
installations and defiling memorials of
martyrs, but it was the PTI leadership
which was hell bent on vandalizing the
sensitive buildings.
He said the PTI founder had confessed his
crimes of May 9, but refused to undergo
the polygraph test which would further
expose his role in masterminding and
orchestrating the tragedy.
Tarar said the PTI founder would spare no
opportunity to create chaos and anarchy in

the country recalling his party’s attack on
the Pakistan Television, Parliament and
police officers during 2014 sit-in. The min-
ister regretted that the PTI leader resettled
the terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
which gave a rise to terrorism in the coun-
try.
His party has been ruling Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for the last 11 years, he said
asking what steps were taken to establish
peace and counter terrorism.
He lashed out the PTI founder formislead-
ing the nation especially overseas Pakistan
to incite a violence against the state. In
2018, the PML-N inherited the PTI, a coun-
try which was progressing, but ironically
they made every attempt to default the
country, he said lauding PMShehbaz Sharif
who steered the country out of crises and
brought economic stability. Today, he said
the international financial institutions had
improved the country’s ratings and all eco-
nomic indicators were on upward trajec-
tory with an increase in foreign direct
investment, exports and foreign exchange

reserves.
According to him, the PTI founderwas the
only “destabilizing factor” as his imprison-
ment had increased activity in the stock
market, boosted foreign direct investment
and exports, led to decrease in policy rate
and improved the country’s rating at inter-
national level.
He said “the PTI is a terrorist party” regret-
ting a change in the political landscape
with their arrival in the politics which got
tensed due to their aggressive mindset
against their political opponents. They had
nothing to dowith the people of Pakistan’s
peace and progress, and national security,
he said calling the party as “Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban PTI”.
He called the PTI founder as a “brat” who
sent his opponents behind bar and
unleashed his barbarity on them recalling
political victimization in his tenure when
Maryam Nawaz was arrested before her
father Nawaz Sharif and steps were taken
to stop provision of medicine to impris-
oned Shehbaz Sharif. APP

PTI founder’s call for talks with institution, another conspiracy against state: Tarar
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This is climate hell
MASOOD LOHAR

As the world strives to meet the Paris Agreement’s target of limiting temperature
rise to 1.5 Celsius above pre-industrial levels, nature has issued a stark reminder
of the urgent need for action. This year, the planet experienced its hottest day in
100,000 years, a record that has heightened global concerns about the accelerating

pace of climate change. On July 4 this year, global temperatures averaged 17.23 Celsius
(63.01 Fahrenheit), marking an unprecedented milestone. This extreme heat is part of a
broader trend driven by human activities, notably the burning of fossil fuels and deforesta-
tion. The resulting heatwave has led to severe wildfires, droughts, and health crises world-
wide.
The record temperatures stem from increased concentrations of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere. Carbon dioxide levels have reached 420 parts per million, the highest in human
history. Methane and nitrous oxide levels have also risen significantly, trapping heat and
warming the planet. Climate models have long predicted that continued greenhouse gas
emissions would lead to more frequent and severe heatwaves. The recent temperature
record confirms these predictions. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
warns that if current emission trends persist, global temperatures could rise by 1.5 Celsius
above pre-industrial levels within the next decade, intensifying extreme weather events.

The effects of this historic heat are already evident. Wildfires have devastated regions like
the Mediterranean, the Western United States, and Australia, destroying forests and wildlife
habitats. In many areas, heat and drought have led to crop failures, threatening food secu-
rity and livelihoods. Marine ecosystems are under severe stress. Coral reefs are experienc-
ing widespread bleaching, and warmer ocean temperatures are disrupting marine food
chains. The Arctic is warming at more than twice the global average rate, leading to ice
sheet melt and habitat loss for species like polar bears and walruses.
Extreme heat poses significant health risks, particularly for vulnerable populations such
as the elderly, children, and those with pre-existing conditions. Heat-related illnesses,
including heatstroke and dehydration, have surged. Urban areas, with their dense popula-
tions and heat-absorbing infrastructure, are especially affected. In countries like Pakistan,
where power outages, water shortages, and limited green spaces are common, the crisis is
even more severe. Agriculture, reliant on stable weather patterns, faces unprecedented
challenges. Heat and drought are reducing crop yields, driving up food prices, and increas-
ing food insecurity. This inaction is a stark reminder of the urgent need for environmental
stewardship and proactive measures.
The consequences of ignoring these issues are dire, threatening not only our current way of
life but also the future of our planet. It’s time for decisive leadership and responsible behav-
ior to address these pressing climate challenges.
Experts speculate the heatwave will badly impact the rice crop in Sindh and Punjab. It’s
not just Pakistan; neighbouring countries in the Asia region also face the similar crisis
threatening agriculture. The hottest day in 100,000 years serves as a dire warning: immedi-
ate and decisive action is needed to combat climate change. With COP29 approaching in
November, the world must question whether slow climate negotiations can keep pace with
nature’s rapid climate shocks. Human greed, driven by profit from fossil fuels, continues
to hinder progress, despite the availability of renewable energy sources like wind, solar,
green hydrogen, and hydroelectric power.
Industries often resist adopting energy-efficient technologies to save costs, exacerbating
the crisis. In water-scarce countries like Pakistan, the real-estate sector uses fresh water
for construction, ignoring the potential to treat and reuse millions of gallons of wastewater
that currently pollute marine environments.
The affluent class’s relentless pursuit of land for housing and real estate has led to massive
deforestation and ecosystem destruction. Urban sprawl has consumed fertile agricultural
areas in Punjab and Sindh, threatening national food security. Despite experiencing extreme
climate events, there is a glaring lack of planning for resilience. In Karachi, valuable coastal
real estate is developed without considering tidal pressures and the need for disaster pre-
paredness.
The extreme heat this summer, coupled with a declining quality of life, has failed to spur
those in power or those with resources into action. Despite the clear and present dangers,
there remains a lack of commitment to adopting eco-friendly business practices.
Untreated municipal and industrial sewage continues to pollute the seas, power outages
are rampant, and excessive electricity bills dominate the headlines. Yet, everything contin-
ues as if it’s business as usual. It’s akin to a home burning down while its occupants play the
fiddle, oblivious to the flames.

The writer is an expert on climate change and sustainable development
and the founder of the CliftonUrban Forest. He tweets/posts@masoodlohar and

can be reached at: mlohar@gmail.com

T
his month marks a sig-
nificant milestone as
Pakistan and China cel-
ebrate the 11th anniver-
sary of the China-Pak-
istan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), a cornerstone of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). Over the past decade, this
partnership has witnessed a remark-
able surge in China’s dedication to
enhancing Pakistan’s economic land-
scape, solidifying a robust bond
between the two nations. China has
emerged as Pakistan’s foremost
benefactor, providing substantial
investments, loans, and grants that
have been crucial in driving Pak-
istan’s growth.
Since its inception on July 5, 2013,
when the MoU was signed, CPEC
has represented a transformative
journey for both countries. The ini-
tiative has not only strengthened
connectivity but has also fostered
long-term collaboration. China’s
investment has rejuvenated Pak-
istan’s infrastructure, energy, and
production sectors, especially at a
time when traditional international
donors were reluctant to engage.
The corridor has become a symbol
of mutual prosperity and enduring
camaraderie, demonstrating China’s
strategic commitment to its friend.
Its impact on Pakistan’s economic
development and the deepening of
Sino-Pakistani ties continue to high-
light the strategic significance of this
enduring partnership.
CPEC represents a visionary com-
mitment that has significantly
shaped the trajectory of Pakistan’s
economic landscape. Launched with
an ambitious plan, CPEC united Pak-
istan and China in their pursuit of
shared prosperity, connectivity, and
enduring friendship. China’s pledge
of $60 billion in investments aimed at
revitalizing Pakistan’s infrastructure,
energy, and production sectors
arrived at a critical juncture when
traditional international donors were
hesitant and Pakistan’s economy
faced severe challenges.
CPEC’s potential impact on Pakistan
is often likened to the Marshall Plan,
which transformed post-war Europe.
By fostering substantial economic
growth, CPEC was projected to cre-
ate over 2.3 million jobs between
2015 and 2030 and contribute an

additional 2.0 to 2.5 percentage
points to Pakistan’s annual economic
growth rate. This corridor is not
merely an investment but a strategic
catalyst poised to revitalize Pak-
istan’s economy. Its role in providing
a lifeline at a time of economic vul-
nerability underscores the corridor’s
transformative power and highlights
the deepening Sino-Pakistani part-
nership.
Over the past 11 years, China’s
investment of over $25.4 billion in
Pakistan has profoundly impacted
key sectors such as transport,
energy, and infrastructure, all central
to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
This significant commitment reflects
Beijing’s focus on improving connec-
tivity and promoting economic
growth. Beyond direct investments,
China’s support includes a substan-
tial 30 billion Chinese yuan in loans
and the creation of a currency swap
arrangement.
This strategic partnership has been a
crucial lifeline for Pakistan, shielding
its financial stability and strengthen-
ing its debt management capabilities.
The assistance has not only eased
the pressure of debt repayments but
also allowed Pakistan to diversify its
trade practices, decreasing its depen-
dence on the dollar and improving
its foreign exchange reserves. The
impact of this support highlights the
deepening economic ties between
the two nations and underscores
China’s role in bolstering Pakistan’s
economic resilience.
CPEC is reshaping Pakistan’s eco-
nomic landscape with its extensive
network of roadways linking rural
and urban areas. A pivotal element
of this initiative is the strategic
placement of nine Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) along these critical
routes, designed to attract substan-
tial investment and drive economic
growth. Four of these SEZs are near-
ing operational status, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the project’s
development. The remaining five
SEZs are expected to become fully
functional by 2030.
This ambitious timeline underscores
the transformative potential of
CPEC, signaling a potential overhaul
of Pakistan’s economic environment.
The SEZs are more than just indus-
trial hubs; they represent a strategic
vision to stimulate investment, foster
industrialization, and catalyze

regional development. By harnessing
the power of these economic zones,
Pakistan aims to leverage its position
within the CPEC framework to
unlock new opportunities and drive
sustained economic advancement.
As the SEZs come online, they
promise to be pivotal in reshaping
the economic future of Pakistan,
cementing CPEC’s role as a game-
changer in regional development.
This mega project exemplifies a for-
ward-thinking approach to energy
infrastructure, integrating a broad
spectrum of power projects. From
coal and hydro to solar and wind
power plants, CPEC has made signif-
icant strides in expanding Pakistan’s
power generation capacity. This
comprehensive energy strategy not
only addresses the immediate
demands but also sets the stage for a
more sustainable and environmen-
tally conscious future.
By diversifying its energy sources,
CPEC is transforming Pakistan into
an energy-surplus nation, a crucial
development for a country long
plagued by power shortages. This
transformation is more than just a
technical upgrade; it represents a
strategic shift that fosters industrial
growth and enhances economic sta-
bility. The promise of reliable and
diversified energy sources is proving
to be amagnet for foreign investment,
highlighting CPEC’s role in reshaping
Pakistan’s economic landscape.
It has significantly impacted Pak-
istan’s growing blue economy, with
Gwadar port standing out as a cen-
tral success. Once a modest vision,
Gwadar has transformed into a thriv-
ing maritime hub, actively facilitating
global trade and commerce. This
evolution highlights the port’s critical
role in Pakistan’s economic strategy
and underscores the tangible bene-
fits of CPEC for both nations. Ini-
tially designed to connect Gwadar
Port with China’s Xinjiang region,
CPEC has expanded into a compre-
hensive initiative that includes
energy projects, infrastructure devel-
opment, and industrial collaboration.
The development of nine Special
Economic Zones (SEZs), particularly
the burgeoning Gwadar Free Eco-
nomic Zone, is reshaping the eco-
nomic landscape, positioning CPEC
as a leading investment hub in the
region. The transformation of the
Gwadar Port into a fully operational

trade centre is a testament to CPEC’s
ambitious scope and its potential to
drive significant economic growth.
This expansion reflects a broader
vision, where infrastructure
improvements and strategic invest-
ments not only elevate Pakistan’s
economic standing but also reinforce
the bilateral ties between China and
Pakistan.
During Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s recent visit to China, the
announcement of CPEC’s second
phase, often referred to as CPEC 2.0,
marked a significant expansion of
the initiative. This new phase broad-
ens the project’s scope beyond its
original focus, incorporating agricul-
ture and information technology into
its ambit. By venturing into these
sectors, CPEC 2.0 aims to enhance
economic collaboration and techno-
logical integration, reflecting a
strategic evolution in China’s ambi-
tious Belt and Road Initiative.
This expansion underscores the
growing significance of CPEC as a
comprehensive framework for fos-
tering bilateral ties and advancing
mutual economic interests. As both
neighbours embark on the second
phase of CPEC, Beijing’s promise of
an additional $1 billion grant to Pak-
istan underscores a deepening part-
nership rooted in shared prosperity.
Notably, over 30,000 Pakistani stu-
dents are currently benefiting from
educational opportunities in China,
reflecting the rich cultural and aca-
demic exchange between the coun-
tries.
Looking ahead, the second phase of
CPEC plans to complete 63 new pro-
jects, with an estimated value of $35
billion by 2030. This ambitious
expansion highlights a mutual com-
mitment to not only enhancing
regional connectivity but also to fos-
tering economic integration that
reaches into Afghanistan and Central
Asia.
The future of CPEC promises signif-
icant transformation, as both China
and Pakistan work together to real-
ize a vision of comprehensive devel-
opment and cooperation. This evolv-
ing partnership is set to redefine
economic landscapes and reinforce
the strategic importance of their col-
laboration on a global scale.

The writer is a
freelance contributor.

CPEC 2.0:
expanding horizons

A collaborative team of Chinese and Singaporean
scientists has pioneered an artificial intelligence
(AI) tool for primary diabetes care, which is the
world's first multimodal large language model
(LLM) tailored for managing this prevalent
chronic disease.
It was estimated that over 500 million individuals
globally were living with diabetes in 2021, pre-
dominantly in low and middle-income countries.
These regions often face a shortage of trained pri-
mary care physicians and limited access to proper
screening for diabetic retinopathy, a serious eye
condition associated with diabetes.
Researchers from Tsinghua University, Shanghai
Jiao Tong University and the National University
of Singapore developed a GPT-4-like system that
can provide personalized diabetes management
guidance for primary care physicians.

The image-plus-language platform, known as
DeepDR-LLM, is designed to harness the power
of LLM and deep learning to provide a compre-
hensive solution for medical image diagnostics
and the delivery of tailored treatment recommen-
dations, according to the study published recently
in the journal Nature Medicine.
The team employed an open-source LLM that
used 371,763 real-world management recommen-

dations from 267,730 participants. Then, they val-
idated the image module using 21 datasets with
standard or portable retinal images from seven
countries, which are China, Singapore, India,
Thailand, Britain, Algeria and Uzbekistan.
According to the study, in a retrospective assess-
ment, the system performed on par with primary
care physicians in English and surpassed them in
Chinese.
Also, in the task of identifying diabetic retinopa-
thy, the average accuracy of primary care physi-
cians was 81.0 percent unaided and increased to
92.3 percent when supported by the system.
The researchers advocate for the adoption of this
system within primary care protocols for dia-
betes, as it stands to markedly increase the effi-
ciency of both diagnosis and treatment, resulting
in better health outcomes for diabetic patients.

AI-powered diabetes diagnosis, treatment developed by Chinese, Singaporean researchers

The late Shannen Doherty shared a
profound realisation she had about
her physical appearance during her
time on the hit TV show Charmed.
In a poignant posthumous interview
on the House of Halliwell podcast,
released on Monday, July 29, the
actress revealed that re-watching the
series led her to appreciate her
beauty during her younger years.
“You know what's really interesting
about going and re-watching these as
a woman is, I was like, 'God, I was
really pretty back then,'" she shared
with a laugh.
"And we're not even wearing a lot of
makeup. Granted, we have really
good lighting and everything else, but

I was so thin." The late star, who died
on July 13, went on to remark how
she didn't have "one wrinkle on my
face" and while she "enjoyed" revisit-
ing her past work, she admitted that
for the "first time, it made me a little
sad."
"Youth is wasted on the young. I, one
hundred percent, now that I'm 50,
whatever I am, if somebody wants to
do the math," she joked.
"I believe it now. Now is when I would
really appreciate my looks and like
the physique. I was so friggin skinny."
She then quipped, "It just took a little
thing like cancer for me to lose some
weight, but I'm still not as skinny as I
was back then.”

Shannen Doherty made emotional
confession about her beauty before death

Shannen Doherty shares heartfelt epiphany on physical appearance
The Southern Delta Aquariids are expected
to peak from Monday night through early
Tuesday in the North American region. Those
witnessing the meteor shower can view up to
25 meteors per hour but it depends on the
location, according to the American Meteor
Society. The Southern Delta Aquariids will be
joined by a minor meteor display, Alpha
Capricornids, which resembles bright fire-
balls. During this shower, five meteors are
expected to be seen per hour.
A fireball meteor is a term used for meteor
showers that are brighter than Venus and are
caused by a larger size meteor exceeding 1
meter in diameter, according to Nasa. The
SouthernDelta Aquariids lasts till 21 August and
theAlphaCapricornids lasts throughAugust 15.
Meteor showers are the product of debris left
behind by comets and asteroids in the orbit of
the sun and the earth simply encounters the left
behind debris annually during its orbital period.
According to Robert Lunsfold, the fireball

report coordinator for the American Meteor
Society, the debris path of the Southern Delta
Aquariids is spread wide. Meaning that the
shower can produce the same number of mete-
ors during the peak days of the shower. He also
revealed that the night ofWednesdaywill be the
ideal time to view both of the showers in their
full display as themoon’s illumination decreases
by 8% each night of the shower. Additionally, the
moon will be 16% full as compared to the 34%
on Monday, as reported by Nasa’s Daily Moon
Guide. Nasa’s Bill Cooke has also remarked that
your eyeswill be better adapted to see ameteor
shower if you stay away from digital screens as
they ruin your night vision.

Two meteor showers to
grace the sky this week

Dr Imran Khalid

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

This year, the planet experienced its
hottest day in 100,000 years

It was estimated that over
500 million individuals
globally were living with

diabetes in 2021

History of Pakistan
In the aftermath of that event, Pak-
istan (now reduced to the former
West Pakistan) faced a number of
political and economic problems and
uncertainties about its future.

Several seemingly irreconcilable
domestic conflicts have left their
mark on the politics of Pakistan. The
first of these occurred at the highest
levels of leadership, involving the key

political actors from the political par-
ties, the higher bureaucracy, and the
upper echelon of the armed forces
(notably the Pakistani army). Consti-
tutions in Pakistan have been less

about limiting the power of authority
and more a legal justification for arbi-
trary action.

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD: A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signing ceremony was held here on Tuesday
between Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), Capital
Development Authority (CDA), Higher Education
Commission (HEC), and Inter Board Coordination
Commission (IBCC) to boost the game of cricket at
the grass-roots level.
The ceremony was attended by Syed Mohsin Raza
Naqvi, Chairman PCB and Federal Minister for Inte-
rior, and Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddique, Minister for
Federal Education & Professional Training, as guests
of honour. The collaboration aims to identify and nur-
ture young cricket talent at schools and colleges level
across Pakistan. The MoU outlines a roadmap for
university cricket to be commenced in September,
followed by school and college cricket tournaments
in October and November, respectively.
Speaking on the occasion, Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
expressed his optimism about the MoU’s, saying, “We
will all work together for the betterment of cricket,
and the outcomes will be very beneficial for the
game.” Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddique emphasized the
importance of sports starting from the school level
(grass-root level), saying, Schools should be nurs-
eries of leadership. We will begin from the school
level and move forward, he added.

US officials commend
South Punjab’s rich

history during Multan visit
ISLAMABAD: United States (US) Deputy Chief of
Mission (DCM) Andrew Schofer and Consul General
(CG) Lahore Kristin Hawkins on Tuesday showed
appreciation for the rich history of South Punjab dur-
ing their visit to Multan.
DCM Schofer and CG Hawkins visited the shrines of
Musa Pak Shaheed, Shah Shams Tabraiz, Bahauddin
Zakria, Shah Rukn-e-Alam, and Multan’s famous clock
tower. Since 2001, the US government has supported 35
cultural preservation projects in Pakistan. These pro-
jects have included conservation of the shrine of Musa
Pak Shaheed and the restoration of Hazrat Shah Shams
Tabraiz. “The power of cultural preservation work
extends far beyond individual sites and projects – as
historically important and visually impressive as they
are,” DCM Schofer said adding, “These US-funded pro-
jects spur economic development in Pakistan, engage
local communities, foster respect for cultural diversity,
and strengthen our US-Pakistan partnership.” APP

MoU signed
to boost

cricket game at
grass-roots level

VOM Report
ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari has empha-
sised the need for stronger cooperation with the
Commonwealth in areas of climate change, educa-
tion, parliamentary exchanges and disaster prepared-
ness. He called for enhanced interactions among par-
liamentary bodies, particularly young
parliamentarians and students, to further strengthen
and promote the bonds of friendship with Common-
wealth member states.
The president expressed these views while talking to a
delegation led by the Secretary-General of the Com-
monwealth, Patricia Scotland, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, on
Tueday. Welcoming the delegation, the president said
that Pakistan, being the founding member of the Com-
monwealth, attached great importance to this organi-
zation for promoting cooperation among member
states. The meeting exchanged views on the conse-
quences of climate change for Pakistan. The president
said that Pakistan had suffered a lot due to the impacts
of climate change. He informed that over 2 million
mangroves had been planted in Sindh to mitigate the
impacts of climate change which had also earned $ 27
million by trading carbon credits in the international
market. He also mentioned that the Sindh government
had started constructing 2 million flood-resilient
houses in the wake of the floods of 2022. Secretary-
General Patricia Scotland said that Pakistan was fac-
ing huge challenges relating to Climate Change and
was among the countries most vulnerable to its con-
sequences. She highlighted the Commonwealth’s
robust engagement with Pakistan and expressed her
gratitude for Pakistan’s continuous support for the
work of the organization. The president appreciated
Secretary-General Patricia Scotland’s climate advo-
cacy for Pakistan in meeting the adverse impacts of
climate change, especially in the aftermath of the cli-
mate-change-induced devastating floods in 2022.

Pakistan, Sri Lanka pledge
to boost cooperation
across key sectors

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Sri Lanka on Tuesday
pledged to boost cooperation through increased dia-
logue, improved mechanisms, and new opportunities
in agriculture, health, connectivity, and culture, while
recognizing shared views on global issues.
During the seventh round of bilateral political con-
sultations between Pakistan and Sri Lanka, held in
Islamabad on Tuesday, the Sri Lankan delegation was
led by Foreign Secretary Aruni Wijewardane, while
the Pakistani side was headed by Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi. The discussions took
place in a friendly and productive atmosphere.
The two sides expressed satisfaction over the posi-
tive trajectory of bilateral relations and reaffirmed
the resolve to further strengthen mutually beneficial
cooperation. It was agreed to enhance bilateral dia-
logue and exchanges and to strengthen the dialogue
mechanisms. APP

President for
stronger

cooperation with
Commonwealth

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Law
and Justice AzamNazeer Tarar on Tuesday apprised the
National Assembly that the federal government under
the leadership of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
launched a mega project worth Rs 35 billion in the fed-
eral capital for provision of state of the art health facili-
ties to the people. Replying to a calling attention notice
raised by Asia Naz Tanoli regarding significant increase
in patients of Hepatitis C in Islamabad, the minister said
that the primeminister has already launched amega pro-
gramme under annual Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP) with the international support to pro-
vide best health care and facilities to the people in
Islamabad. He said the then government in 2005 had
started a programme for Hepatitis patients. After the
devolution of health ministry to the provinces in 2011,
now there was proper programme at the federal level,
he said. However, the minister said that both PIMS and
Poly Clinic hospitals were providing treatment facilities
to the patients in this regard. He said over 90,000medical
tests of hepatitis were conducted during the last year in
PIMS and only 3,664 tests were found positives. APP

Govt launches mega project
to provide best healthcare

facilities in Islamabad: NA told

KARACHI: Commanding Officer Turkish Navy Ship TCG Kinaliada, Serken DOGAN called on Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah.

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum
Dr. Musadik Malik on Tuesday announced
that the government’s economic policies were
yielding positive results under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. He high-
lighted a significant reduction in food infla-
tion from 48% to 2%, with ongoing efforts to
further control price hikes and provide relief
to the public.
During a press conference, Dr. Malik reported
that overall inflation in the country has
decreased from 38% to 12% due to the govern-
ment’s interventions. The inflation, he said,
was gradually falling and that economic indi-
cators suggest the country was moving

towards stability. Addressing key priorities,
the minister noted that the government was
focused on alleviating poverty, reducing infla-
tion, and creating job opportunities for the
youth.
Despite facing economic challenges, the gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 600 billion in the cur-
rent federal budget to uplift the poor. This bud-
get includes funds for the construction of
dams, roads, and motorways, which were
expected to generate job opportunities. Addi-
tionally, development projects were being pri-
oritized in underdeveloped areas to benefit
local communities.
Dr. Malik also mentioned that Rs 50 billion has
been allocated to protect 86% of electricity
consumers over the next three months. The
government was committed to enhancing pub-
lic relief, improving hospitals, digitizing the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), and privatiz-
ing state-owned enterprises. He criticized the
previous Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-

ernment for providing $4 billion to the 100
wealthiest individuals during its tenure. The
minister emphasized the government’s efforts
to combat terrorism, despite opposition criti-
cism. He revealed that Rs 9,400 billion has
been allocated for loans to farmers to develop
the agricultural sector, leading to a 45%
increase in tractor production and sales due to
the current administration’s policies.
Additionally, Rs 600 billion had been allocated
in the budget for the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) to assist deserving
women, and Rs 1.2 trillion had been reserved
for the construction of roads and infrastruc-
ture in the hilly areas of Gilgit-Baltistan.
Dr. Malik dismissed criticism from Umer
Ayub regarding the government’s projects,
labeling it as unfounded opposition rhetoric.
He noted that Umer Ayub, who was part of
the previous administration, failed to address
power tariff issues at the time but now criti-
cizes the current regime’s policies.

Economic policies
show results, inflation drops

sharply: Musadik Malik

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister (CM) Syed
MuradAliShahandFed-
eral Minister for Indus-
tries&ProductionRana
Tanveer, in theirmeeting
at CMHouse, discussed
the revival of the Pak-
istan Steel Mill plan and
the establishment of a

SpecialEconomicZoneon the remaining land.
The meeting was attended by Provincial Minis-
ter Industries Jam Ikarm Dharejo, Chief Secre-
tary Asif Hyder Shah, PSCM Agha Wasif, Secre-
tary Industries Yasin Shar, and the Federal
Minister was assisted by Federal Secretary for
Industries Saif Anjum and his team, according
to a CM House communique on Tuesday.
The CM said that the proposed Special Eco-
nomic Zone project was discussed in the cabi-

net on May 30, 2024. He added that his cabinet
proposed the federal government establish the
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) on the extra land
of Pakistan Steel Mill. CMMurad Shah said that
his cabinet was of the view that the 700 acres
of land earmarked for the Pakistan Steel Mills
plant should be kept intact for the revitalisation
of the Steel Mills Plant or setting up a new Steel
Mill, any additional requirement of land for the
purpose should be worked out mutually.
At this, Federal Minister Rana Tanveer pro-
posed that the Federal Government was ready
to allow the Provincial Government to revive
the old steel mill plant or install a new one on
its 700 acres. The CM said that the 4,840 acres
of land may be utilized to set up SEZ for the
federal and provincial government. Rana Tan-
veer said that the federal government from its
resources would start developing the SEZ to be
given to Chinese investors. APP

Sindh, fed govts agree to
establish Special Economic zone
on remaining steel mills land

VOM Report
ISLAMABAD: The government and people of
Pakistan have expressed solidarity with the gov-
ernment and people of Ethiopia following a dev-
astating landslide in the Gofa Zone of southern
Ethiopia. Individuals from various sectors,
including parliamentarians, diplomats, religious
communities, business leaders, media profes-
sionals, youth, and civil society members, visited
the Ethiopian Embassy in Islamabad to convey
their condolences over the tragic incident.
Among the officials, Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Climate Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam, reached out to Jemal Beker Abdula, Spe-
cial Envoy and Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Ethiopia to Pakistan, to
express condolences and solidarity with the
Ethiopian government and people.
Ambassador Jemal Beker on Tuesday held sepa-
rate meetings with Senator Mushahid Hussain
and Director General (Africa) of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, Hasnain Yousaf. Both
officials expressed their condolences and sympa-
thies to the bereaved families. Press Council of
Pakistan Chairman, Arshad Khan Jadoon, and
Tehreek-e-Jawanan Pakistan Chairman, Muham-
mad Abdullah Hameed Gul, were also among the
prominent figures who visited the embassy to
offer their condolences to Ambassador Jemal
Beker Abdula. A large delegation from the busi-

ness community, led by Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry President Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari and Pakistan-Africa Friendship Asso-
ciation Chairman Zafar Bakhtawari, also visited
the embassy for the same purpose.
Ambassador Jemal Beker briefed the visitors
about the relief and rescue efforts being carried
out by the Ethiopian government, emphasizing
the permanent relocation of the affected per-
sons in a sustainable manner.
The ambassador highlighted the Green Legacy
Initiative of Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed, to combat climate challenges and
ensuring food security in the country and the
region. He informed the delegates that Ethiopia
had planted more than 40 billion seedlings of
indigenous plants, fruits, vegetables, and ani-
mal feed in the last four years through massive
mobilization of the masses. Ambassador Jemal
Beker expressed his commitment to work with
the government of Pakistan to address climate
issues through joint initiatives under the Green
Legacy Initiative. He announced that the
embassy would soon launch the second round
of the Ethio-Pakistan Fraternity under the
Green Legacy Initiative, initially launched
across Pakistan in 2023. Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain praised Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed for his leadership role in uniting the
country to address its contemporary chal-
lenges, including climate-related issues.

Govt, people of Pakistan
express solidarity with Ethiopia

over landslide incident

ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister’s Advisor on
Political and Public Affairs Rana Sanaullah Khan
has congratulated the Pakistan Volleyball Team
on their outstanding success at the 15th Asian
Under-18 Volleyball Championship held in
Bahrain. Sanaullah, who also holds the portfolio
of Inter Provincial Coordination along with Sec-
retary IPC Ministry, and DG PSB congratulated
the Pakistan Volleyball Team on their outstand-
ing success at the Asian Championship.
The Pakistan Volleyball Team achieved victory

by defeating South Korea 3-1 and India 3-0 in
the matches of the championship to continue
until August 4. On Tuesday, the Prime Minister’s
Advisor, Rana Sanaullah Khan, Secretary of the
Ministry, Nadeem Irshad Kiani, and DG PSB
Yasir Pirzada, in their congratulatory messages,
appreciated the hard work and dedication of all
the players and coaching staff.
They expressed hope that the team would con-
tinue to achieve success with the same spirit in
the future. APP

PM Advisor, Secretary, DG PSB congratulate
Pakistan volleyball team on victory

ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), on
instructions of the prime minister,
hosted the third meeting of National
Disaster Response Committee (DRC)
at its headquarters here on Tuesday.
The meeting focused on reviewing
the progress of directives issued dur-
ing the first DRC meeting and assess-
ing the preparedness of provinces
and departments for Monsoon 2024.
The meeting was chaired by Federal
Minister for Planning & Special Initia-
tives, Prof. Ahsan Iqbal and co-
chaired by Chairman NDMA Lt Gen-
eral Inam Haider Malik, PM’s
Coordinator for Climate Change,
Romina Khursheed also participated
in the session, a news release said.
The officials from National Emergen-
cies Operations Center (NEOC) pro-
vided an overview of the anticipated
impacts of the upcoming monsoon
season, along with NDMA’s prepared-
ness and plans.
The provincial disaster management
authorities (PDMAs) and other stake-
holders briefed the forum on the
tasks assigned by the Chair in previ-

ous meetings. The Chair was updated
on ongoing efforts to address poten-
tial emergencies, rectify shortcom-
ings, and the resource deployment
plan for vulnerable areas.
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal emphasized the
necessity of a well-coordinated
approach to manage climatic haz-
ards. He highlighted the crucial role
of Federal & Provincial Authorities in
close coordination with NDMA to
ensure a prompt and effective

response to monsoon-related emer-
gencies.
He underscored that the formation of
the DRC is a critical step in strength-
ening Pakistan’s disaster manage-
ment framework and enhancing
coordination between the Federal
and Provincial Governments.
The minister directed PDMAs to
arrange stockpiles including vaccina-
tion of snakebites in view of ongoing
Monsoon rain spells. He also asked to

conduct reinforcement regarding
building codes and resilient infras-
tructure.
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal stressed that all rel-
evant stakeholders must fulfill their
roles with utmost responsibility to
ensure the committee achieves its
objectives.
Senior officials from various Federal
Ministries, NDMA, Provincial Disas-
ter Management Authorities
(PDMAs), State Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (SDMAs), and rep-
resentatives from the Pakistan Mete-
orological Department (PMD),
Pakistan Commission for Indus
Waters (PCIW), National Highway
Authority (NHA), Federal Flood
Commission (FFC), Railways, and
other relevant stakeholders partici-
pated in session.
The Disaster Response Committee
will convene regularly to monitor
progress and address emerging chal-
lenges. NDMA, as the central coordi-
nating body, will play a pivotal role in
facilitating these efforts and ensuring
alignment with national disaster man-
agement policies.

NDMA conducts 3rd session
of Disaster Response Committee
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Rs 50 billion has been allocated to protect 86% of
electricity consumers over the next three months. The
government was committed to enhancing public relief,
improving hospitals, digitizing the Federal Board of

Revenue (FBR), and privatizing state-owned enterprises
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