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The enemies of the
China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor have
again tried to interrupt

it through such
cowardly attempt
but the enemy will
never succeed in its

evil designs

Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif

RAWALPINDI: The
Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) on
Monday in a state-
ment said that with
the unwavering sup-
port of the resilient
nation and the coun-
try’s iron-clad ally
China, the Armed
Forces would
ensure that all those
involved in aiding terrorism, directly or indirectly, are
held accountable and find their due comeuppance.
“Together we will prevail over adversity and evil.
INSHA ALLAH,” the ISPR news release said.
It added that the recent incidents of terrorism in Pak-
istan, notably in Gwadar, Turbat, and Besham, were
dastardly acts aimed at destabilizing the internal
security situation. While the first two attempts were
successfully thwarted by the armed forces, the latest
incident at Besham led to the loss of six innocent
civilians including five Chinese nationals.
“The whole nation stands in solidarity with our Chi-
nese brothers and unequivocally condemn this cow-
ardly act. Strategic projects and sensitive sites vital
for Pakistan’s economic progress and the well-being
of its people are being targeted as a conscious effort
to retard our progress and sow discord between Pak-
istan and its strategic allies and partners, most
notably China,” the ISPR said.
It mentioned that certain foreign elements were com-
plicit in aiding and abetting terrorism in Pakistan,
driven by their vested interests. Despite the veneer
of innocence, these elements are being continuously
exposed as sponsors of terror. Such heinous acts of
violence against innocent civilians, foreigners and the
armed forces will not deter the resolve of the Pak-
istani people, its security forces and our partners to
root out the menace terrorism from our country. Pak-
istan, as the frontline state against terror, remains
perhaps the only nation directly confronting the
international terrorist enterprise with absolute stead-
fastness and full resolve of the state. PR

Armed Forces to hold
all those involved in
aiding terrorism
accountable with
nation’s support,
ironclad ally ChinaISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari on Tuesday

urged provincial governments to take special measures
aimed at ensuring access to primary and secondary
education for orphaned children across the country.
Stressing the need to actively participate in the cause
of education, training and care of orphans, the presi-
dent said the support and education of orphans was a
common responsibility of all of us. He was speaking at
an iftar dinner hosted by him for the orphaned children
at the President House on the occasion of Orphans
Day. Every year on 15th of Ramazan, the World
Orphan's Day is celebrated on the call of Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in all the member coun-
tries. President Zardari said he was delighted to meet
the innocent and charming children.
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari was also present in the cere-
mony. She also met orphans from different cities of
Pakistan. Chairman Pakistan Orphan Care Forum
(POCF) Air Marshal (retd) Farooq Habib addressing
the event said the POCF was working for the
upbringing and care of orphans. He said healthy soci-
eties always care for the development and education
of the vulnerable, especially orphans. He said there
were about 4.6 million orphans in the country while
the POCF was taking care of around 100,000 orphan
children. Expressing gratitude to President Asif
Zardari, the Chairman POCF said inviting children to
the presidency would increase their confidence and
motivation. SABAH

Ambassadors of
Turkiye, Russia,

Sweden call on FM Dar

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Türkiye to Pakistan Dr.
Mehmet Pacaci on Tuesday paid a courtesy call on
Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs.
The foreign minister thanked Turkish leadership for its
messagesof goodwill to thenewly elected government in
Pakistan. Recalling exemplary Pak-Türkiye relationship,
FM Dar expressed his desire to further deepen coopera-
tion between the twobrotherly countries across all areas
ofmutual interest. Ambassadors of Turkiye, Russia, Swe-
den call onFMDar In anothermeeting, the foreignminis-
ter met the Russian Ambassador, Albert Khorev and dis-
cussed bilateral areas of cooperation and global and
regional issues of mutual concern. Ambassadors of
Turkiye, Russia, Sweden call on FM Dar Meanwhile,
Ambassador of Sweden to Pakistan Henrik Persson also
called on ForeignMinister IshaqDar and discussed bilat-
eral relationsandcooperation in trade, investment, educa-
tion, and people-to-people exchanges.APP

President Zardari
calls on provincial
govts to focus on
primary, secondary

education for orphans

RAWALPINDI: As many as four terrorists were
killed on March 25th during an Intelligence Based
Operation (IBO) conducted in Dera Ismail Khan
District, the military’s media wing said on Tues-
day.
According to the Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release, an intense exchange of fire
took place between the forces and the insurgents,
whereas the killed terrorists were identified as
Terrorist Mustafa, Terrorist Qismat Ullah and Ter-
rorist Islam Ud Din.
The killed terrorists remained actively involved in
numerous subversive activities against the secu-
rity forces and killing of innocent civilians.
Weapons, ammunition and explosives were also
recovered from the killed terrorists.
The locals of the area appreciated the operation.
A sanitization operation was being carried out to
eliminate any other terrorist found in the area as
the security forces were determined to wipe out
the menace of terrorism from the country, the
ISPR said. PR

Four terrorists killed
in D I Khan IBO

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visits the Chinese Embassy in Islamabad, and
met with Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong to offer condolence over the death of Chinese nationals in
a suicide attack in district Shangla. INP

VOM Report
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday while terming the high-
est tax payers as ‘heroes of the nation’
announced significant incentives including
issuance of blue passport to them and confer-
ring of Pakistan Honour Cards and honourary
title of ambassadors of the country upon them.
Addressing a ‘Tax Excellence Awards’ cere-
mony held here to acknowledge the highest tax
payers, the prime minister said the highest tax
payers and exporters would be treated as hon-
ourary ambassadors of the country abroad and
the country’s embassies across the globewould
be directed to fully coordinate in this regard.
The prime minister further said that the pur-
pose of the today’s ceremony was to acknowl-
edge the contributions of the heroes of the
nation and those who honestly paid taxes and
served the country through their talents, with
setting up of small and medium businesses,
women entrepreneurs and those who had
spurred the non-traditional exports.
The primeminister said that about Rs65 billion
refunds had been issued to exporters upon his
direction and he had also directed for making
it a routine matter without any leniency.
While mentioning the country’s economic
issues and challenges, he stressed that the gov-
ernment and private sector had to work
closely to overcome them.
“If we want to resolve these issues, like two
wheels of a vehicle, the private sector and the
government have to work closely and with the
support of provincial governments, the federal
government will address the issues faced by

the private sector, end red tape with provi-
sion of enabling circumstances to them so that
they can tread upon the development path,”
the primeminister said. The government’s role
was not to do the businesses but it acted like
a catalyst and through facilitation, consultative
process and enactment of policies; they could
lead Pakistan on path to progress, he added.
The prime minister said that a nation’s voice
was heard among the comity of nations when
it had sound economic health. “The time has
arrived when all have to accept the challenge
through best solutions,” he opined and
stressed upon overcoming the past decades
mistakes. “Implementation of policies with let-
ter and spirit and under complete dedication is
the strategy of the incumbent government to
put country on path of progress,” he added.
He further reiterated that they should get rid of
costly oil churning power units to provide
comparative power supply to industries and
said that he had directed the minister con-
cerned and authorities to do away with such
junk. About FBR, he said they were taking
measures for its complete restructuring and
informed that next month, a consultant would
be appointed. The prime minister opined that
about 27 billion rupees were under litigation
whereas revenue target was set at Rs9 trillion.
He said underscored the need of appointment
of competent tribunal heads to expeditiously
dispose of the pending litigation, adding that
he had also appealed to the chief justice for
speedy disposal of such cases at the upper
tiers. He said the country’s tax collection stood
around 9 per cent of the total GDP which was
lowest in the region while huge chuck of tax

was siphoned off.
He said that if this massive leakage was not
plugged, further imposition of taxes would not
yield results and underlined the need to reduce
tax slabs. He said that they required innovative
tax initiatives. He also appreciated the tax col-
lectors and the relevant departments who he
said would also be given public recognition.
The prime minister referring to seeking of for-
eign debts said that it was grave matter and it
was high time to indulge into self introspec-
tion. He emphasized upon an exports led
growth, boosting of IT and agriculture devel-
opment. Youth bulge was a valuable asset for
the country that should be imparted skilled
education, he observed. The prime minister
also termed another IMF programme a require-
ment for the country’s economic stability.
The primeminister mentioned the functioning
of Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) which was accelerating investment
prospects by removing all hurdles.
He said that Pakistan enjoyed excellent ties
with China and said that the second phase of
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
would expedite the economic development.
The prime minister said that they were out-
sourcing airports besides expediting the priva-
tization of PIA, and regretted that state owned
enterprises were making billion of rupees
losses annually.
Minister for Finance Muhammad Aurangzeb,
in his remarks, said that for development and
growth, taxes on internal side and exports on
external side were drivers for development.
He stressed upon end to end digitization to
plug the loopholes and structured reforms.

PM announces significant
incentives for highest tax payers

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly of
Pakistan Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and Deputy
Speaker National Assembly Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah have expressed deep sorrow
and grief on the death of Chinese Nationals
who lost their lives in a heinous terrorists'
attack in Shangla Besham. They also strongly
condemned terrorists attack on Chinese

Nationals.
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has termed such attacks
on Chinese Nationals as attempts to bring
fissure in unbreakable ties between Pakistan
and China. He added, "Terrorists will never
succeed in their nefarious designs to create
rift between Pakistan and China. He empha-
sized on Security Agencies to take immedi-
ate actions against those who are involved in
such barbarous acts. Further, he expressed
that Pakistani Security Agencies along with
people and parliament would soon uproot
terrorism from soil of Pakistan.
Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah also said that
such terrorist activities against Nationals of
brethren country China is condemnable in
every sense of word. He said that every Pak-
istani shares the grief and sadness on the
death of innocent Chinese in today's terror-
ist attacks.

NA Speaker & Deputy Speaker condemn
terrorists' attack on van in Shangla, Besham
carrying Chinese nationals to Dasu Dam

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq says terrorists will never succeed in their
nefarious designs to create rift between Pakistan & China

RAWALPINDI: A sepoy of the Frontier Corps
Balochistan on Tuesday embraced martyrdom
while four terrorists were killed during a swift
and effective response of the security forces to
the terrorists’ attack on the Pakistan Naval
Base and the Navy Ship PNS Siddique in Turbat
while ensuring the safety and security of the
personnel and assets.
According to the Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release, the terrorists
attempted to attack the Naval Base on the night
of March 25th and 26th.
However, the security forces in the vicinity
were immediately mobilised to support the

naval troops. “Synergetic & effective response
by the armed forces enabled killing of all four
terrorists in ensuing joint clearance operation,”
the ISPR said.
The martyred soldier was identified as Sepoy
Noman Fareed (age 24 years, resident of Muzaf-
fargarh) of Frontier Corps Balochistan, having
fought gallantly, embraced, shahadat, during
intense exchange of fire.
“Sanitization operation is being conducted to
eliminate any other terrorist found in the area.
Pakistan Armed Forces remain committed to
eliminate the menace of terrorism from the
country at all costs,” the ISPR said. PR

One soldier martyred,
four terrorists killed in Turbat

Naval Base attack

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum,
Dr. Musadik Malik, reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan- India (TAPI) gas pipeline project,
describing it as a flagship project essential for
the country’s energy needs. During a meeting
with the Ambassador of Turkmenistan to Pak-
istan, Atadjan Movlamov, the Minister said
that TAPI gas pipeline project is very impor-
tant for Pakistan’s energy requirements, said
a news release issued by the Ministry of

Energy Petroleum Division. During Musadik
Malik previous tenure in office, the project
experienced unprecedented momentum,
resulting in significant progress and tangible
outcomes. He reiterated his dedication to
advancing the project. The Ambassador
Movlamov felicitated the Minister on assum-
ing office and commended his dedication to
the project.
Acknowledging the Ambassador’s warm
wishes, Dr. Musadik Malik expressed grati-
tude for the support and pledged to uphold
the partnership between both countries. Atad-
jan Movlamov briefed about the scheduled
intergovernmental commission and working
group meetings for the project this year The
envoy said that TAPI represents a win-win sit-
uation for all involved parties.
He extended an invitation to the Minister to
participate in the Turkmenistan Energy
Forum scheduled to be held in Paris next
month.

Pakistan committed to complete TAPI
gas pipeline project : Musadik Malik

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance
and Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Tuesday termed the tax award
winners ‘national heroes,’ urging the
countrymen to pay their due taxes
being responsible citizens.
“You [the tax award winners] are
really our national heroes. The entire
nation and the country should follow
you as a beacon of light,” the minister
said while addressing the Tax Excel-
lence Awards distribution ceremony
here. The high taxpayers were
awarded with the prizes by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Highlighting importance of tax col-
lection in revenue generation,
Aurangzeb said direct tax on domes-
tic side and exports on the external

front were levers of the growth and
development. “In Pakistan’s case, the
both flows have been raise-bound
and therefore underwhelming, and
redressing them on urgently basis is
critical.”
The finance minister reiterated a firm
resolve of the government for
restructuring and digitization of the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), for

which it was in process of appointing
consultants “for design and imple-
mentation in term of end to end digi-
talization.
He talked about bringing structural
reforms, doing end-to-eng digitaliza-
tion and ensuring transparency in the
tax-collection system, stressing that
“We have to plug the leakages. There
is a huge room for improvement in
operational effectiveness of some-
thing rolled out few years back.”
Aurangzeb was of the view to restore
the confidence of superior clients’
trust [high tax payers] in the govern-
ment policies and transparency in the
tax-collection system, which would
help expand the tax-base.
The minister warned that the import-

led and subsidy-supported busi-
nesses were not sustainable anymore
and the country would have to accel-
erate export the led- growth to
achieve the trajectory of sustainable
growth. He urged the private sector
to continue improving productivity in
industrial operations, assuring that
the government would provide them
best policy framework, competitive
energy and IT developed skills, which
would lead to the government to
progress and prosperity.
Speaking on the occasion, FBR
Chairman Malik Amjed Zubair
Tiwana expressed the confidence
that the tax collection would increase
due to effective policies of the gov-
ernment. APP

Finance minister terms tax award
winners ‘national heroes’

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Interior, Mohsin Naqvi visits the Chi-
nese Embassy and met with Chinese
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong to offer
condolences over the death of Chinese
nationals in a suicide attack. APP
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Whose consent is it anyway?
WAJIHA HYDER

Marriage in Pakistan is, more often than not, an agreement brokered
between two sets of parents. The assumption is that the ‘children’ – who
are grown adults in many cases – lack the wisdom to decide for them-
selves. The women in these instances, presumed to know ‘even less’, are

often told by their families that there is no reason for them to refuse a man who has
been generous enough to ‘consider’ them for marriage.
So, they say yes, even if they feel otherwise. But is it truly consent if given under
duress or emotional pressure?
The United Nations states that “forced marriage occurs without the full and free con-
sent of one or both parties and/or where one or both parties is/are unable to end or
leave the marriage, including as a result of duress or intense social or family pres-
sure.”
‘Full and free consent of one or both parties’.
Discussions around forced marriages often focus only on the most extreme scenar-
ios, such as cases where very young girls are married off without their consent by
their families. The families in such cases do not consult these girls, and the girls
know they cannot go against their families’ decisions because of the severe conse-
quences they could face.
It cannot be denied that this is a highly complex issue that demands dedicated atten-
tion. But what is equally harmful, but far more widespread, is the kind of marriage
where there is the ‘impression’ of a woman’s consent – the kind of marriage that is

deeply rooted in society, operating
under the garb of tradition.
The Asia Pacific Institute of Gen-
der-Based Violence states that
there are “several rationales par-
ents use about “arranging” what is
essentially a forced marriage, and
they pivot around cultural or reli-
gious tradition.”
A woman grows up hearing that
her survival in this society depends
upon marrying a man of her par-
ents’ choosing and securing her
position by having a couple of kids

– a son, to be exact. Society tells her that she has no social standing if she doesn’t get
married. Her parents implore her to think about them and their position in society,
about her yet unmarried sisters.
She knows that a firm ‘no’ could lead her to more trouble with her family than a
reluctant ‘yes’. She knows that entering a dysfunctional marriage is better for her
than the possibility of being seen as a burden to her family.
Subtle emotional blackmailing almost always works in this case.
According to Chayn Pakistan, “duress can include physical, psychological, financial,
sexual and emotional pressure”. It also states that “forced marriage is a form of Gen-
der-Based Violence as it usually involves mental abuse, emotional blackmail, and
coercion from either the family or society”.
The typical Pakistani family strongly believes that once a daughter is married off,
she will not opt for divorce, no matter the circumstances. This confidence is rooted
in the almost inevitable societal backlash that the woman faces in the case of a
divorce. So, their only quest seems to be just to get that nikahnama signed ‘some-
how’.
Despite how crucial the subject of marriage is in Pakistan, the quality of these mar-
riages is rarely discussed. It has long been assumed that marriage is supposed to be
the epitome of sacrifice for a woman. The idea of a loving, fulfilling relationship with
a like-minded partner is often considered less important. Her respect in society and
within her family is believed to increase only when she offers all her emotional needs
at the altar of societal norms.
Most such marriages survive but often lack a meaningful emotional connection
between the partners. These marriages eventually become unhappy and devoid of
love, leading to a void that grows deeper with time. Since such unions are more often
the norm than the exception, their effects extend beyond the couple, affecting their
children and, eventually, society at large. This results in the birth of a culture that
lacks empathy, vigour, and excitement.
Arranged marriages are not going away any time soon, and to be honest, the concept
is not solely to blame. For it is not the nature of the ‘marriage’ itself that is problem-
atic, but the nature of the ‘consent’ given for it. In the end, it is all about the free and
full consent of ‘both’ parties involved.
Coercion in arranged marriages is a form of emotional violence against women.
Women should not have to keep agreeing to be in relationships where they feel
uncomfortable, only to abide by the script written for them by society.

The writer is a staff member of The News on Sunday.

W
hat did Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar
mean when, during
a press conference
in London, he
clearly listed Pak-

istan’s immediate neighbouring coun-
tries as Afghanistan, Iran and India,
but then said that China was a neigh-
bour “in a way”?
The explanation he would likely pro-
vide is that one is reading too much
into the flubbing of a simple descrip-
tion of Pakistan’s sovereign territory –
that he spoke in the ‘flow’ and that he
is a responsible and senior leader and
doesn’t need naysayers nit-picking his
every word as the foreign minister.
All of this may be true. He may have
distinguished China being a neighbour
“in a way” that is different from
Afghanistan, Iran and India just as one
may cough or clear one’s throat, or
touch one’s beard, during the utter-
ance of an important sentence, with
no deeper meaning or intent.
The timing and the specific implica-
tions of this distinction however are
not so easy to ignore. I will explain
why the implications matter, but to do
so, we need to step back and under-
stand how India conducts its relation-
ship with Pakistan.
Since before taking office as India’s
prime minister, Narendra Modi has
been slicing and dicing clumsy for-
eigners desperate for a piece of the
India action. His approach to India’s
standing in the world is concerted,
highly disciplined, consistent, pur-
pose-driven and visionary.
Prime Minister Modi knew who his
key people and key ministers would
be, years before he had an opportu-
nity to assign them their roles. He
stands alone today among living
Indian leaders, and in part this is
because he does not act alone or in
isolation. He is part of a mission-
driven organization (the RSS) that has
exercised Karmic discipline in its
quest to ‘cleanse’ India and restore it
to the RSS’s conception of the great-
ness and goodness of a Hindu Rash-
tra. This mission enjoys the support of
nearly every segment of society
because the mission has been engi-
neered to cater to those segments.
PM Modi’s approach to India’s stand-
ing in the world includes within it a

wholesale transformation in the Pak-
istan-India relationship. The driver for
this is not merely the RSS-driven ideo-
logical superiority that India asserts in
nearly every public (and mostly
oblique) reference to Pakistan. It is
also part of a larger picture that Indian
diplomats and leaders have been
painting about India.
Modi’s wider Pakistan logic is quite
simple. Pakistan is too small for India
to be seen as paying it any more atten-
tion than any other relatively minor
relationship. In this way, Modi is the
leader many Indian strategists (includ-
ing those of a secular persuasion) in
South Block have been waiting for
their entire lives. Combined, India’s
thought leaders and diplomats have
convinced themselves and most of the
rest of the world that India is too big
to be hyphenated with Pakistan. They
feel that if third parties (be they coun-
tries, or multilateral organizations, or
the wider international media) con-
tinue to see India through the lens of
its difficult relationship with Pakistan
– they will continue to see a side of
India that they don’t want anyone
(including Pakistanis) to see.
All this has converged nicely with an
incredible run of pure GDP growth
that has elevated millions out of stark
poverty and into lives of hopefulness
and optimism about their economic
future. In the decade since PM Modi
became prime minister, India has
graduated from being a middle power
that just couldn’t ever get it right to
being a global power that can do no
wrong. It has gone from being an
uncertain nagging neighbour to Pak-
istan (and to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and Nepal) to being an assertive and
confident presence in the Quad with
Japan, Australia and the United
States, and an aggressive (even if for
show) adversary to China. In short,
India has put on its big-boy pants, and
it doesn’t want to splash around in the
kiddie pool anymore.
Now to understand how this transfor-
mation was executed with respect to
Pakistan, it is important to remember
the enduring facet of PM Modi’s lead-
ership of India on the international
stage: patient, well-prepared and mis-
sion-driven. PM Modi began engage-
ment with Pakistan before he became
PM. The year was 2013, Manmohan
Singh was still prime minister of India,
and the US had yet to undo the sanc-
tions imposed on then chief minister
Modi – for his presiding role in the
massacre of Muslims in Gujarat.
In the summer of 2013, newly elected
to office, then-PM Nawaz Sharif con-
tinued a steady stream of public over-

tures for normalization. Back then,
PM Sharif had not yet been ambushed
by his subordinates through their
sponsorship of the 2014 dharna. Not
knowing how things would go in the
Indian election anticipated for 2014,
then-PM Sharif tasked his cabinet to
move quickly to establish a template
for cross-border trade. The business
case for opening up trade had been
prepared by academics and scholars
and had enjoyed broad political sup-
port across all parties – even the still
patriotic PTI. Big businesses in
Lahore, Sialkot, Faisalabad and
Karachi could all see the obvious con-
vergences that would enable access to
India’s exciting consumer market for
their products.
Real-estate mafiosos could see Sikh
families investing in hotel, retail and
residential properties to enable and
deepen the possibilities of spending
more time near Nankana Sahib and
Hassanabdal. Many of these commer-
cial opportunities predated the 2013
government and several had been
worked on intensively during the
Musharraf regime.
By December 2013, in keeping with
his track record of doing things fast,
Nawaz Sharif had moved beyond
rhetoric and had sent then-chief-min-
ister Punjab Shehbaz Sharif to meet
with Manmohan Singh’s commerce
minister, Anand Sharma. India’s highly
skilled hawks in South Block, fearing
the speed at which Nawaz Sharif
wanted to go, objected to dialogue
between Anand Sharma (equivalent of
a full federal minister) with Pakistan’s
then-state minister for commerce,
Khurram Dastgir, because of Indian
delegation protocols.
As a result, on January 16, 2014, a day
before scheduled talks between the
commerce ministries, Dastgir Khan
was elevated to full federal minister. A
trade deal that included MFN
reciprocity was agreed upon at those
talks (in continuance of the work that
had been done by former foreign min-
ister Hina Rabbani Khar with her then
counterpart SM Krishna in 2012).
Excitement was high on both sides of
the Radcliffe Line.
An ‘India Show’ trade exhibition was
organized jointly by the FICCI (Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry) and the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and scheduled, unironically, on Febru-
ary 14, 2014. Alas, Valentine’s Day
never came. The show was cancelled
hours before it was to begin. The
rapid pace of talks between Sharma
and Dastgir ground to a halt and sud-
denly all momentum dissipated into

the thick, smog of East and West Pun-
jab.
Legend has it that seeing the rapid
pace of the commerce minister talks
in January 2014, Narendra Modi
assigned a key confidante to reach out
to Nawaz Sharif and ask him to slow
down the pace so that this trade deal
could be engineered anew by a strong
government with a fresh mandate
than by the lame duck government of
Manmohan Singh.
A lot has happened since then, but
this history is instructive because it is
the tone that it set that continued to
inform how India under Modi seeks to
conduct relations with Pakistan. India
will set the terms (do this, say this,
don’t do this, don’t say this) and Pak-
istan (a struggling middle power) will
be afforded dialogue with India (an
unstoppable global power).
Before Modi’s election, Nawaz Sharif
was asked to delay his own com-
merce ministers’ deal. At Modi’s inau-
guration in 2014 Nawaz Sharif was
asked not to meet with the Hurriyet.
At Ufa in 2015, Nawaz Sharif was
asked to exclude Kashmir from the
Pakistan-India joint statement. There
is a pattern here and it doesn’t take
rocket science to figure out what it is.
Pakistan’s agreeability was robust and
innovative then. The world has
changed. It would be lazy and danger-
ous today.
One way to try to understand what
Ishaq Dar meant when he distin-
guished Pakistan’s shared borders
with China, from the other three
immediate neighbours is to remember
that India under Modi has gone from
testing the nerve of Pakistani elites to
outright running over it.
Could the long-standing backchannel
have asked Nawaz Sharif to indicate
Pakistan’s willingness to demonstrate
openness to accommodating India’s
insistence on equating Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (and more crucially
Gilgit-Baltistan) with Indian Illegally
Occupied Kashmir? Hence the ‘in a
way’ border with China?
Could Ishaq Dar’s little fumble in Lon-
don be a deliberate effort to signal
Pakistan’s seriousness in continuing
to seek dialogue with India?
Recent history, both from Nawaz
Sharif circa 2014 to 2017 and Qamar
Javed Bajwa circa 2019 to 2022. would
indicate no hesitation among the Pak-
istani elite to engage in such danger-
ous and foolhardy ‘diplomacy’. Of
course, it could just have been noth-
ing.

The writer is an analyst
and commentator.

China, the neighbour: ‘In a way’

Scientists uncovered how some of these cancer
cells manage to evade treatment by slipping into a
state of "hibernation". According to findings from
The Institute of Cancer Research in London, cer-
tain breast cancer cells, when exposed to hor-
mone therapies designed to control cancer
growth, can essentially go into a dormant state,
similar to hibernation. The dormant cancer cells
can lie dormant for years, only to reawaken later
and reignite the cancer. This is how they pose a
challenge for treatment. This phenomenon is par-
ticularly notable in ER+ breast cancer cases.
But why does this matter so much? Well, this revela-
tion could be a game-changer. It opens doors to
developing new approaches to target these elusive,
"sleeping" cancer cells before they resurface and
cause further harm. It scientists could find a way, it
means a glimmer of hope for the thousands of

patients battling oestrogen receptor positive (ER+)
breast cancer,which accounts for a staggering 80%of
all breast cancers. Luca Magnani, professor of epige-
netic plasticity at The Institute of Cancer Research,
London, said: “After surgery to remove primary
oestrogen receptor positive breast cancer, patients
are given five to 10 years of hormone therapy which
aims to kill any remaining cancer cells. “We know
that this doesn’t work for all patients though, as their
breast cancer can return years, or evendecades later.
“We wanted to better understand why breast cancer
does return so we can hopefully find ways to stop it
– so people don’t have to live in fear or face the dev-
astating news of a relapse.
“Our research identified a key mechanism used
by cancer cells to evade therapy by remaining in a
dormant state, hibernating before they ‘wake up’
years later and begin to rapidly divide again.

“I hope our early findings will next lead to
research to target these dormant breast cancer
cells so that one day, without the need for years of
hormone therapy, patients can be sure that their
cancer will not return.” ER+ breast cancer relies
on the hormone estrogen to grow. Doctors typi-
cally use various treatments and surgery depend-
ing on the patient. In a study published in Cancer
Discovery, researchers discovered an enzyme
(G9a) that helps cancer cells hibernate and evade
treatment. Scientists discovered that by blocking
this enzyme, they could prevent dormancy and
even kill hibernating cancer cells, offering a poten-
tial new treatment approach. Dr Tayyaba Jiwani,
science engagement manager at Cancer Research
UK – which funded the research, said: “Breast can-
cer survival has doubled in the UK over the last 50
years thanks to better detection and screening.

New study shows how breast cancer cells evade treatment

Scarlett Johansson is ready to take the
lead in the next Jurassic World movie.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the Avengers actress is
reportedly in talks to lead the upcom-
ing Jurassic World movie for 2025.
The outlet reported that the upcoming
Jurassic movie will be written by
David Koepp, who wrote the screen-
play for the original 1993 Steven Spiel-
berg movie, based on Michael Crich-
ton's novel, and the 1997 sequel, The
Lost World: Jurassic Park.
Interestingly, Gareth Edwards will
helm the movie, which is going to
release on July 2, 2025. It is believed

that the new installment will have a
new storyline for the franchise
Meanwhile, Scarlett’s rep declined to
comment over this latest develop-
ment, per PEOPLE.
Earlier in a 2023 interview with Vari-
ety, the actress spoke up about her
legacy as Natasha Romanoff, in Black
Widow, in the Marvel Studios fran-
chise and her bittersweet farewell to
the role. At the time, Scarlett said, “I
am sad, of course. I absolutely loved
every filming experience I had, work-
ing 10 years with Marvel and with that
amazing cast, and I love the character
Natasha.”

Ever wondered how a human mind can
retain so much information from the past and
the present at the same time?
A human brain is made up of billions of nerve
cells called neurons that interact with each
other via electrical signals. This interplay
between neurons creates what we call a
brain wave, Earth reported.
These brain waves are necessary for all brain
activity including thoughts, emotions and
behaviours among others. There are five
types of brain waves. Each have a different
function such as, alpha brain wave is present
when we are relaxing, theta brain wave is
linked to sleep and dreaming, gamma brain
waves are associated with learning and prob-
lem solving, delta brain wave are present
when we are in deep sleep and beta waves
are present when thinking or focusing.
In order to study more about memory, scien-
tists conducted a study involving patients
with epilepsy, who had special electrodes
implanted in their brains, which helped
researchers study brain activity as the partic-

ipants memorised and recalled things.
They found that a specific brain wave called
the "travelling wave," moved in different direc-
tions when a memory was being made and
when it was being recalled. It was found that
when a memory was being made, brain waves
travelled from the back of our brains to the
front, while when the memory was being
recalled, the brain waves travelled from the
front to the back. According to lead researcher,
Professor Joshua Jacobs, this study has the
potential to revolutionise healthcare, as it pro-
vides an insight into how memory works
which can help treat and understand brain dis-
orders such as Alzheimer’s.

Brain waves move in different directions
while making memory and recalling

Mosharraf Zaidi

Editor: Muhammad Hasam

It has long been
assumed that

marriage is supposed
to be the epitome of

sacrifice for a woman

Scarlett Johansson to
take the lead in next Jurassic

World movie?
Jurassic World 4 movie gears up for 2025 release date, details inside

History of Pakistan
[28] After the failure of the Cabinet
Mission Plan, Jinnah called for
Muslims to observe Direct Action
Day to demand the creation of a
separate Pakistan, which morphed
into violent riots between Hindus
and Muslims in Calcutta. These

riots were followed by violence
elsewhere, resulting in large-scale
displacement in Noakhali (where
Muslims attacked Hindus) and
Bihar (where Hindus attacked Mus-
lims) in October, and in Rawalpindi
(where Muslims attacked and drove

out Sikhs and Hindus) in March
1947.[29]
The British Prime Minister Attlee
appointed Lord Louis Mountbatten
as India's last viceroy, who was
given the task to oversee British
India's independence by June 1948,

with the emphasis of preserving a
United India, but with adaptational
authority to ensure a British with-
drawal with minimal set-
backs.[30][31][32][33]

To be continued.....
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of Law and Justice Azam
Nazeer Tarar on Tuesday said that Federal Board of
Revenue would nominate full time departmental rep-
resentative for courts so that tax related cases could
be concluded as early as possible.
A meeting regarding tax reforms and tax collection
was held under the chairmanship of Federal Minister
for Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar.
The meeting was attended by Secretary Law Raja
Naeem Akbar and Afaq Qureshi Member Operations
(IR). Some of the crucial decisions were taken dur-
ing the meeting. The law minister while giving direc-
tion said that FBR will nominate full time departmen-
tal representative instead of 15 days duration who
will appear on behalf of FBR.
This will help handling the tax related cases in a
proper manner and avoid adjournment of cases.
The law minister also advised that each hearing will
be reported back with a performa to evaluate the per-
formance.
The alternative dispute resolution committee will be
constituted in this regard, he said.
Ministry of Law will nominate retired Judges of High
Court and FBR, and issue the notification.
The law minister also gave directions that FBR will
revise Panel lists to improve the efficacy.
It was also decided that progress will be made to
resolve the cases without delay.
Lastly, if required the law ministry will provide legal
assistance to Federal Board of Revenue.

Five Chinese, one
Pakistani national

killed in terrorist attack
near Besham: FO

ISLAMABAD: Five Chinese and one Pakistani
national were killed on Tuesday in a terrorist attack
near Besham in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
Foreign Office Spokesperson said in a statement.
“The government of Pakistan strongly condemns
this heinous act of terrorism,” the statement said
adding “We will take all necessary measures to
bring the terrorists and their facilitators to justice.
Such dastardly acts cannot dent the resolve of Pak-
istani nation to fight against the scourge of terror-
ism”.
Today’s attack was orchestrated by the enemies of
Pakistan-China friendship. The government will
resolutely act against all such forces and defeat
them.
The people and government of Pakistan stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with our Chinese friends in
this difficult time and extend sincere condolences
to the families of the Chinese nationals killed in the
attack.
Pakistan and China are close friends and iron
brothers. The life and safety of Chinese nationals in
Pakistan is of paramount importance.
Pakistan will continue to work with our Chinese
brothers in ensuring the safety and security of Chi-
nese nationals, projects and institutions in Pak-
istan, the statement added. APP

Law minister
chairs meeting
for tax reforms

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court judges have
urged the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) to con-
vene a judicial convention over the matter of the
alleged interference of members of the executive,
including operatives of intelligence agencies, in judi-
cial affairs.
In a letter to the SJC, six judges of the IHC — Jus-
tice Mohsin Akhtar Kiyani, Justice Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri, Justice Babar Sattar, Justice Sardar Ejaz
Ishaq Khan, Justice Arbab Muhammad Tahir, and
Justice Saman Fafat Imtiaz — sought guidance from
the council on the “interference” of the spy agencies
in courts’ affairs.
“We are writing to seek guidance from the Supreme
judicial Council (SJC) with regard to the duty of a
judge to report and respond to actions on part of
members of the executive, including operatives of
intelligence agencies, that seek to interfere with dis-
charge of his/her official functions and qualify as
intimidation, as well as the duty to report any such
actions that come to his/her attention in relation to
colleagues and/or members of the courts that the
High Court supervises,” read the letter.
The development came days after the top court
declared the removal of former IHC Justice Shaukat
Aziz Siddiqui illegal, directing that he may now be
considered as a retired judge.
The verdict noted that the SJC proceeded against
Justice Siddiqui on the "assumption that the truth or
falseness of the allegations levelled" by the former
judge was "irrelevant". It also noted that the SJC
opined that Justice Siddiqui had failed to substanti-
ate, independently corroborate, substantiate or
prove the allegations levelled by him.
The IHC judges, in their letter, supported Justice Sid-
diqui's request to investigate the allegations made by
him and urged that the scope of such investigation
be expanded to determine whether such interfer-
ence in relation to the administrative functions of
IHC (including composition of benches and marking
of cases) and judicial proceedings of the courts that
IHC supervises are still continuing and whether
judges of high courts, district and special courts are
discharging functions under explicit and or veiled
threats of coercion by intelligence agencies.
“We will also note that the code of conduct for
Judges prescribed by SJC provides no guidance on
how judges must react to and or report incidents
that are tantamount to intimidation and interfere
with judicial independence.”
The judges further said that they “believe it is imper-
ative to inquire into and determine whether there
exists a continuing policy on the part of the execu-
tive branch of the state, implemented by intelligence
operatives who report to the executive branch, to
intimidate judges, under threat of coercion or black-
mail, to engineer judicial outcomes in politically con-
sequential matters.
In addition to this, the IHC judges requested that a
judicial convention be called to consider the matter
of "interference of intelligence operatives with judi-
cial functions and or intimidation of judges in a man-
ner that undermines the independence of the judi-
ciary". INP

IHC judges ask
SJC to convene

judicial convention
over spy agencies’
‘interference’

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Information
Technology and Telecom-
munication, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, held a construc-
tive meeting with the del-
egation of AdVentures.
The delegation, led by the
head of the company,
Parvez Abbasi, briefed the
Minister of State regarding

the preparations for World Telecom Day.
During the meeting, Minister of State Shaza Fatima
said that Pakistan possesses abundant talent, yet there
exists a crucial need to elevate Pakistan’s branding at
the global level, according to a news release. She reit-
erated that the government is extending all possible
support to the private sector in this endeavor.
She highlighted the importance of public-private part-
nerships in meeting the demands of modern technol-
ogy and the digital world.

Shaza, AdVentures
delegation held

constructive meeting

ISLAMABAD: Federal minister for Aviation Khawaja Muhammed Asif chairs a meeting on outsourcing of
airports and privatisation of PIACL at aviation division.. INP

VOM Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and President Asif Ali Zardari held
their first meeting on Tuesday since assum-
ing charge of their respective offices.

PM Shehbaz and President Zardari
exchanged views on the country’s overall
political and economic situation. Both high-
ups expressed joint commitment to steer
the country out of challenges.
They also discussed measures for providing
relief to the masses during the month of

Ramadan.
It may be noted that the PML-N formed the
government in Centre and Punjab with the
support of PPP, with both parties pledging
to work together to end the economic crisis
in the country.
Taking the country's reins, the PML-N
expressed confidence in the economic
revival of the country after a few years of
hardship. Party's supremo Nawaz Sharif
expressed hope that Pakistan will come out
of difficulties in the next two years by tak-
ing difficult decisions.
"I believe the next 1.5 or 2 years will be dif-
ficult but we have to stay united [during the
difficult times] and face our opponents," he
said while addressing the parliamentary
party meeting after the decision on govern-
ment formation last month.
He pledged on the government's behalf of
providing relief to the masses by bringing
down inflation, food prices and utility bills
as well as stabilising local currency value
against the US dollar.
The PML-N supremo had also heaped praise
on his younger brother and party president
Shehbaz Sharif, saying he dealt with
immense challenges during his brief stint in
power.

PM Shehbaz, President Zardari
discuss political, economic
situation in first meeting

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Power Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari Tuesday directed the officials
concerned to expedite the approval and imple-
mentation of feasible projects to effectively
prevent hill torrents and mitigate associated
losses.
During a meeting with officials from the Fed-
eral Flood Commission and Punjab Irrigation
Department, he emphasized the need for com-

p r e h e n s i v e
projects aimed
at minimizing
damage to life
and property
caused by hill
torrents in the
region.
During the
meeting they
discussed the
pressing issue
of hill torrents
in Dera Ghazi

Khan and Rajanpur, exacerbated by climate
change. Furthermore, the minister highlighted
the significance of accessing the Green Climate
Fund to accelerate the implementation of these
vital projects.
He stressed the urgency of addressing this
issue to safeguard the well-being of residents
and protect valuable resources in Dera Ghazi
Khan and Rajanpur. APP

Leghari for approval of
feasible projects to effectively

prevent hill torrents

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan has welcomed the
UN Security Council resolution calling for an
immediate ceasefire in war-ravaged Gaza,
emphasizing that the long-awaited resolution
must be implemented.
“We call for the immediate implementation of
this Security Council resolution in accordance
with Article 25 of the UN Charter,” Ambassador
Munir Akram said Monday, when asked for his
comments by APP. Under the terms of that Char-
ter article, UN member states agree to carry out
the decisions of the 15-member Council.”This
must be a first step in halting Israel,s brutal cam-
paign in Gaza,” Ambassador Akram said.
“Pakistan will continue to work actively for a
just, comprehensive and durable solution
through the establishment of a secure, viable,
contiguous and sovereign State of Palestine on
the basis of the pre-June 1967 borders, with Al-

Quds Al-Sharif as its capital,” he added.
Monday’s Council resolution demanded an
immediate ceasefire for the holy month of
Ramadan, and “the urgent need to expand the
flow” of aid into Gaza. There were 14 votes in
favour, with the United States abstaining.

Pakistan hails UNSC’s
Gaza ceasefire resolution, urges

its implementation

ISLAMABAD: The government of
Pakistan and Qatar have signed
several agreements and letter’s of
Intent (LOIs) with top Qatari com-
panies the main purpose of this ini-
tiative was set to significantly
enhance employment opportunities
for the Pakistani workforce in
Qatar.
An official source told APP, the
signing of these Agreements with
renowned Qatari firms, including
Qatari Diyar-Saudi Bin Laden
Group Construction (QD-SBG),
Hamad Bin Khaled Contracting
Company W.L.L (HBK), Ali Bin Ali
Holding W.L.L, Sheikh Jabor Bin
Mansour Bin Jabor Bin Jassim Al
Thani (JMJ) Holding, Tabeeb Care
Medical Services, and Al Rawnaq
International Commercial Projects,
marks a crucial step in strengthen-
ing bilateral relations between Pak-
istan and Qatar in the field of
human resource development.
In addition to these agreements,

the Pakistani delegation held a sig-
nificant meeting with Mr. Hamad
Saleh Al Qamra, Chairman of Al
Qamra Holding, focusing on the
recruitment of Pakistani manpower
for various company projects. The
visit also included a tour of the
View Hospital, a part of Elegancia
Health Care, where the recruitment

of Pakistani health professionals is
underway following a recent MoU
between Elegancia Health Care and
the Overseas Employment Corpo-
ration (OEC) of Pakistan.
The primary objective of these ini-
tiatives is to create enhanced
employment avenues for Pakistani
workers in Qatar. SAPM Malik

highlighted the potential of Pak-
istan as a key manpower exporter
and detailed the government’s
efforts to streamline this process
through quality recruitment agen-
cies, skill development, and
addressing foreign employers’
needs.
The CEOs of the Qatari companies
expressed satisfaction with the
Pakistani workforce and their will-
ingness to increase Pakistani man-
power in their companies, adhering
to the governmental regulations of
Qatar. The meetings also shed light
on the growing demand for skilled
labor in sectors like services, main-
tenance, hospitality, and construc-
tion, following Qatar’s significant
infrastructural development.
These agreements and discussions
represent a significant stride in
increasing the presence of the Pak-
istani workforce in Qatar, paving
the way for mutual economic
growth and stronger bilateral ties.

Pak-Qatar sign agreements to boost
Pakistani workforce opportunities in Qatar
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal chairing a meeting on progress of Gwadar
Power Plant with Chinese company. INP

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
visiting the Pakistan Maritime Academy. APP
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